Christian-Muslim Relations in Nigeria: A very brief Introductory Background
Interreligious relations in Nigeria, perhaps not unlike some other Sub-Saharan African contexts, has been characterised by tensions and contradictions. One the one hand, as an anthropologist of Nigerian religions, J D Y Peel notes, Christianity, Islam, and traditional African religions continue, in the main, to peacefully coexist together in the Southern parts of the country (Peel 2015, p. 2). The Northern region, however, has, and continues, unfortunately, to be witness to various forms of interreligious conflicts. More recent scholarly attention has been focused, understandably, on the growth, ideology, and activities of the Islamic fundamentalist group, Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'awati wal-Jihad, more popularly known as Boko Haram, whose emergence is itself connected to a long historical pattern of dissent by sometimes outrightly fundamentalist groups and individual agents in the Northern region of the country.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See, for instance, (Kassim and Nwankpa 2018, Thurston 2018)] 

However, while patterns of the more overt forms of conflict have tended to map on to a geographical South/North divide, it would be incorrect to conclude that interreligious conflicts and the less pronounced tensions which often precipitate them are located only within selected regions of the country. To the contrary, scholars like Ebenezer Obadare have argued that the public sphere – and electoral politics in particular – has, in contemporary Nigeria, become a keenly contested space, often witnessing the instrumentalization and valorisation of religious identities, which are put to the service of both religious and political corporate interests (Obadare 2018). The conflicted nature of Christian-Muslim relations in Nigeria’s public life, therefore, although connected to historical dynamics linked directly or indirectly to Northern Nigeria, extend beyond Nigeria’s Northern region to the whole of the Nigerian polity. In significant ways, this dynamic of cross-regional Christian-Muslim rivalry is intimately related to a number of historical factors which co-joined in the making of Nigeria. As Olufemi Vaughan’s Religion and the Making of Nigeria has recently argued, religion was crucial to the birth of the Nigerian state and continues to retain both ubiquity and strategic importance in the country’s cultural and political formations (Vaughan 2016). Such key moments as the jihad of Uthman Dan Fodio from 1804 to 1808 in Northern Nigeria, the cataclysmic changes which Western-led mission Christianity brought about in precolonial Nigeria in the 19th century, and the early debates around the place of Sharia in the legal framework of Nigeria during the decolonisation years in the mid-20th century were significant in shaping the climate of precolonial and postcolonial Nigeria (Vaughan 2016, pp. 13–111). 
Beginning students of Christian-Muslim relations in Nigeria would benefit from paying close attention to the peculiarities of the history of the country, the intense diversity of ethnic identities in the country, and the evolution and patterns of change which have occurred within Christianity and Islam in Nigeria especially since the turn of the 20th century, and how these evolutions connect to aspects of the country’s dynamic socio-politics. With reference to interfaith studies, students might be interested in exploring the interplay between religion and politics in Nigeria; the relationship between political secularisation and religious pluralism; and the issues which come when religious diversities map on to ethnic differences as they do in the Nigerian context. 
Introductory Further Readings
(Opeloye 1998, Kukah 2007) – PDF copies available.
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