
Introduction 
In this piece of writing I’ll be looking at some of the key social elements that affect children in their access to education. I’ll be outlining the ones I find have the biggest Impact in our diverse  current society. I’ll be outlining not only the impact on them but on their families and their culture. Show the barriers for learning in their different forms and contexts. I will also look at journal articles and websites to support my ideas.
I come from the coast and have lived there for the most part of my life. I went to a small local primary and high school. I live in a small community where everyone looks out for each other. The schools I have been to are very small and rural. Here everyone knows each other and looks out for one another which leads me onto my perspective of schooling. Everyone should be given equal opportunities to give to society however big or small their contribution may be. So, they feel a part of society and feel involved with the world.
I feel like I can relate to a lot of these aspects and will try to give my personal twist on each point, I will link them to theories and current practice and how the education system needs to change in order to make education accessible not only to the social aspects I have included but for everyone.

Poverty
Poverty is a very obvious start, A static from the government has said 4.1 million children are in relative poverty, which accounts for over 30% of children in UK (Bulmen, 2018) .It affects so many children and the effects on their access to education is endless. Here are just some ways of how it affects their education. Firstly, essentials like a pencil case loaded with everything a child needs, coats, hats, gloves, big enough school bag are all essentials that not all families can afford. In some countries primary education isn’t even free, in addition to fees including textbooks and school supplies and extra schooling which is vital for any success (Mihai, Ţiţan and Manea, 2015). It’s as if your born into poverty you’re at an automatic disadvantage, there born into a cycle of poverty cycle that they can’t escape (Mihai, Ţiţan and Manea, 2015). having the necessary equipment to do some tasks can be a real struggle for children having to find stuff in the classroom instead which can take up a lot of time. A child who is outside playing in the cold with no coat will affects the child’s attention, coming back into the class cold and wet will really put them at a disadvantage. Some parents can’t afford breakfast in the morning for their children, missing out on the first meal of the day is bad for anyone. It is not acceptable that a children could be starving while there expected to do complicated tasks when they have had no fuel to give them the energy to do so. Pupils that go to school malnourished from small cramps homes where it’s hard to sleep have problems learning (Burns, 2019). Lack of sleep will affect their attention span. Children can’t be expected to work in classrooms when they haven’t slept or had food. Teachers might not be aware of this which can cause even more issues. Educational trips and visits happen all the time and parents are expected to pay, in some cases, massive amounts of money and are expected to be able to come. Not only do poorer children miss out on learning and the experiences. This  can make the child feel very left out. 3 out of 4 would say poverty is the reason children are sleeping in lessons, can’t concentrate and badly behave (Burns, 2019).
"I try to teach my phonics group as I am giving others cereal to eat," (Burns, 2019)

How are teachers meant to do their job to teach when they have to do a million other things at the same time. Teachers are too busy making sure the children are well before doing anything to do with teaching. 

“lack of education perpetuates poverty and poverty limited access to education.  Then we can look at poverty both as a cause and as an effect of insufficient access to completion of quality education. Basically, poverty reduction entails ensuring access to quality education”
(Mihai, Ţiţan and Manea, 2015)


I come from not a poor background but not a wealthy one either, therefore I can’t really relate. But I was aware of the strain of educational visits had on my family. 

Learning difficulty 

Learning difficulty has a massive effect on access to education. Children are often taken out of classrooms to support with the learning when really classroom and peer help is more beneficial. An article from the university of Manchester suggests, the general findings implies there is no negative affect on the children without special learning needs, with 81% reporting either positive or neutral affect  (Kalambouka, Farrell, Dyson and Kaplan, 2008). Meaning children being taken out of the classroom might actually be less affective, and the classroom environment being a better place for them to learn. The education system should not be restricted to traditional learning strategies, teachers should apart in need of the children and to their specific needs (Wang, 2009)This doesn’t just benefit the pupils but the teacher as well. It encourages different learning strategies for the pupils which could also benefit them as we all learn in different ways.
Teaching has a certain speed to it, teachers have a curriculum they need to stick to and complete tasks by, children with difficulty learning are just expected to be able to keep up, when not only do children with learning difficulty learn at different speeds but all children do. Therefore, they fall behind and are too busy catching up to learn the next topic etc. AN example of this is Kahn academy. He speaks about how the current system was made for the masses years ago when it was more cost effective  (A New Learning Model: Why Salman Khan Is "A True Education Pioneer", 2013)He has a very different approach to teaching, instead of learning, then taking a teats, and onto the next topic, you learn at your own pace. The teacher can see where the children are going right and where they might be going off course allowing the pupils to work at their own speed with the teacher able to fill in the spots in there learning  (A New Learning Model: Why Salman Khan Is "A True Education Pioneer", 2013). This is only one strategy of learning through video, imagine the possibilities with all the different learning styles? If educators can find the right strategies and learning preferences to help each individual the pupils are more likely to find a style of learning where they thrive. Its far too often that children are found to have learning difficulties later on in their education, so while there being blamed for being “slow” there struggling is a lot more than it seemed.  It can often be too late as support measures to help them won’t have as much affect as it would have had at the very start.

Been diagnosed with dyslexia myself I really feel the severity of this issue. Constantly asking for help and falling behind through my education has been a common problem where everyone else would be fine. I was never embarrassed by my dyslexia and was almost proud of my different way of thinking. I first hand experience on how the current system really can but a strain on learning difficulties.

Gender 

The segregation of opportunities between boys and girls is outstanding when you think about it, boys during P.E will play rugby and football, where girls play hockey and Netball. Boys aren’t given the chance to play hockey or netball and girls aren’t given the opportunity to play football and rugby. Although for the majority, this isn’t a problem all pupils should have an opportunity to have a chance to play more than “typical boy/girl” games. it’s these serotypes about women and girls and their participation that hasn’t been challenges, the prejudices are concerned with body type differences between male and female, sexual orientation and even sociological differences with strength and aggression (Penney, 2002) The typical treats of the female and male body are no reason to stop the children form exploring the different forms of physical education and games. The current system doesn’t embrace the freedom for pupils to be given the opportunity to find not only a sport there good at, but can also enjoy. There can be a misconception for teachers to help one gender over the other, for example teachers might give more attention to those more likely to pursue the subject further like boys in science, and girls in drama. Interestingly, children must label themselves as either boy or girl early in their lives, there are consequences for fitting into either group, adults or teachers can have trouble addressing a child even if they don’t know the gender. It’s become a norm in our society (Ellis, 1993) Children will be set on parts for the future based on their gender, narrowing their prospects and educational capability. Children should be able to explore all fields of possible futures and equal opportunities in any subject area and shouldn’t have to abide to ‘social norms’ Miss behaviour from boys can affect teaching time for girls or even the other way around. Teachers are too busy sorting out a group of boys to help the rest of the class. It’s a common problem, students talking, avoiding classwork, messing around, disturbing  activities, harassing classmates, insults, teaching rudeness happens every day in the classroom (Sun and Shek, 2012) Pupils from either gender may it be primly boys affect teaching time and affecting the entire class rather than just them. Boys will group with their friends to try and be disruptive and the teacher is too busy controlling them to teach the class. From my own experiences.


I don’t think I am the only one who has experienced this in the classroom. Boys disrupting the class wasn’t unheard of in my schools and the current system of boys playing ‘boy sports’ and girls playing ‘girl sports’ was definitely a common theme.


Theories 

The PCS model is vital in explaining how our own personal thrives, cultural norms and structural in structure all play a part in oppression in society (Pepper, 2012) We can’t decide if we are born into money, we can’t choose if we have learning difficulties or not and we can’t decide what gender we are born. We as a society are put into boxes that we can’t get out of that limits are capability in education. It has an effect on what we won’t out of education whether we like it or not. In order for the current curriculum to progress we need an education system that stops labelling us and putting us into groups and where the education system can support children that have problems with money, or have learning difficulties, or gender and starts to benefit everyone, not just the mainstream.
Another Theory is Maslow’s Hierchy of needs, His theory is represented in a pyramid with 5 different levels, the first 4 levels are knowing as physiological needs and the top level as a need for growth, the lower levels need to be fulfilled before looking at the top one (Learning Theories, 2020)

“Self-actualization – includes morality, creativity, problem solving, etc. Esteem – includes confidence, self-esteem, achievement, respect, etc.
Belongingness – includes love, friendship, intimacy, family, etc.
Safety – includes security of environment, employment, resources, health, property, etc.
Physiological – includes air, food, water, sex, sleep, other factors towards homeostasis, etc.”  
(Learning Theories, 2020)
Children in poverty are going to have fare less access to the likes of food, water and sleep  which in this model it says is the fundamental needs. There at a disadvantage to learning before they have even started. How are children meant to be creative in school when more fundamental pressing needs are not being met? Then again in children in families with poverty will feel more belonginess, they tend to have larger families where they will experience more love. 
Children in with learning difficulties will definitely be affected by their own esteem. It can be really hard to have confidence and self-esteem when there falling behind. There constantly under pressure of being almost different and segregated from everyone else. How are they meant to have confidence when there being constantly put back for being slow and taken out of the classroom for additional support? 
Children’s segregation in gender is also related to this, Boys respect for their peers and teachers when being disrespectful, or even them being mean to other children causing other children to struggle with friendship. Girls are also looked past in their achievements if the subject is male rodomont or vice versa.
Current practice
[bookmark: _GoBack]The current system needs to find a way to support the children who are hunger and tired as well as teach the classroom, there financial circumstances can’t be changed but schools can’t find ways it supports them in order to make education more viable instead of being constantly tired and hungry. Educational visits need to be made more viable for those that can’t afford it, it’s not fair for children to be robbed of opportunities to experience key educational experience because of their financial status. Children who might not have curation equipment should be supplied with vitals. Giving them pencils and pens etc. instead of them spending half the lesson trying to find things to use.

The current system needs to involve these children with learning difficulties instead of pushing them aside and out of the classroom. There needs to be better systems in place to help children keep on task and up to date, its far too easy for children to fall behind without even realising. It can be really discouraging for children to see there slower than everyone else, there needs to systems to make sure children that are likely to fall behind are kept up to date and are doing tasks with everyone else instead of having to catch up. If children are diagnosed as soon as possible with their specific need’s educators can find the best ways of supporting their specific needs as all learning difficulties are different and tailoring their requirements and specific learning styles will have a world of benefits to their education and future education.

If the current system gives opportunities for children to explore more with sport children will get rid of these ‘ social norms’ and experiment with new opportunities and different activities. Teachers need to stop segregating between boy and girls and see all children as having aspirations in there subject and hopefully inspiring everyone to take interest in their chosen subject. Troublesome boys need to be stopped in order to allow access to the rest of the classroom as its unfair for children who aren’t willing to learn to take the learning away from the other children.

There is hope for change, in my research I came across a government document aspiring for better educational practice. It focuses predominately on Additional learning needs but, links with gender and poverty issues as well. Changing the outcomes and expectations for children in education with their leaning needs (Welsh Government, 2020)
 
Ut goes further than just guidelines in that, focusing on work related skills, support for these with additional learning needs in the classroom, as well as help with access to key support and help (Welsh Government, 2020)

The system will be more child centred where the children are at the centre of learning and the teachers are responsible for delivering access to then learning. They will be skilled in helping children overcome their barriers to learn and the child is the centre of what they do (Welsh Government, 2020)
By the teacher acquiring to the pupils needs their specific problems will be helped.
What this Document talks about is the need for teaching professionals to be the ones responsible for making the education accessible to all the pupils, not the other way around.
In order for this to happen Teachers will have to be trained in how to make education accessible to all types of pupils regardless of their needs. Needs like ALN, Poverty, Gender.
Governments will be responsible for making sure teachers and schools have the resources to make this happen.
It requires a change of mindset for all educational professional practice. 
Conclusion 
The purpose of this essay was to find the key social aspects that affect access to education, I have discussed how some examples affect children, my own experiences in school of some of these points, linked them to theories as to way they stop educations accessibility and how the current system doesn’t support everyone and systems that will be put in place hopefully in the foreseeable future. I only touched on some of the social aspects affecting pupils’ access, there are so many various elements that have a common problem of the current system benefiting the majority rather than everyone. The future is difficulty positive however, by making the child the centre of learning educators will be able to support there required needs and will definitely have a positive effect on their education. The system will also hopefully make education a more level playing field as pupils are put at different starting points and accepted to all be similar when in reality are so very different. These social aspects need to be recognised and helped in order to go forward, they can’t simply be ignored as they are affecting to many pupils. Finally, if these systems do make educational more accessible for everyone poverty circles could be broken, pupils with learning difficulties will be made more of the classroom by having their extra support inside the classroom and gender bias will hopefully disappear with less segregation.
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