

The separation of powers already states that we have a Parliament, Government and a Judiciary. The discussion of the separation of powers theory has shown many advantages and disadvantages, and every individual have their own opinion and thoughts on the separation of powers between the Parliament, Government, and the Judiciary. PoliticalScience (2021) gives a brief description of the theory of separation of powers, established that it is part of the constitutional law where the three main function bodies, Parliament, Government, and Judiciary’s powers are kept separate. All three function bodies are known to be part of the state. The definition of the state in public law and legal process is a political body and organisation of the society and public. The state is the parliament, the Government, and the Judiciary (Britannica, 2024). In conclusion, by researching and analysing the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (CRA 2005) and before this reform was put in place, the United Kingdom does have a separation of powers. 

The Parliament has many roles and functions, these include making law and making changes to the Legislation, having debates on important issues that are relevant to the society now, and they work closely to the government by checking, challenging and approving the work of the government and the most common topic would be budgets and taxes. They are the supreme body of law making and their laws cannot be questioned. The Parliament is separated into three main groups, that is the House of Commons, the House of Lords, and the Monarchy, although the Monarchy has connections to the Government (UK Parliament, 2025). 
As an overview of what the three are, the House of Commons are well known as the green house, they are the first chamber of the UK Parliament and has 650 members of Parliament that are elected every 5 years by the UK public under the words of the Prime Minister and they are the ones who make legislation (UK Parliament, 2025). The separation of powers is one of the principles of the constitution and the Dicey theory brings a theory that emphasises the rule of law and the Parliament. This theory according to (Loveland, 2015) is a basic principle and Dicey’s description of parliamentary sovereignty is that parliament is a sovereign law maker. His theory states that it is down to two parts that is known as a positive and negative limb. The positive limb is that they can make and discard any law. The negative limb is that the Act of Parliament in law making cannot be challenged or question in court.  
The second house is the House of Lords which are known as the red house. These lords are the second chamber of the UK Parliament, and their crucial roles are to examine bills, investigating the public policy and to question the actions of the Government and the pass the legislation made by the House of Commons (UK Parliament, 2025). According to parliamentary research by (Horne, 2015) before the Constitutional Reform Act 2005, the individual known to be Lord Chancellor had what was known as a hybrid role in the system. He was responsible for the judicial appointments, acted as a senior judge, was the speaker for the House of Lords and was also a member of the cabinet, but due to the reform being put in place, Lord Chancellors judicial functions and his role of being the speaker of the House of Lords was deprived from him. After 2005, with the CRA present, Lord Chancellor’s responsibilities are limited and he now manages the judicial system, he is no longer a judge.
Another change that happened within the House of Lords was before and after the supreme court was created. Before 2009, which was before the CRA 2005, the House of Lords was the highest appeal court, that is until the supreme court was introduced in 2009 under the CRA 2005, which deprived that role from the House of Lords (Supreme Court, 2025). 

The separation of powers stands by between both, Parliament and government, but even after the CRA 2005, they still have connections. Both have the members of parliament, hence the term MP’s that is used in both branches. Another connection would be that the Government is required to maintain and enhance the law that is created by the Parliament, and they are accounting to the parliament. The connection can be taken as there are no separation in powers but when evaluating the different roles between the two, there is a clear difference in their roles, and it is enough to prove that there is a separation of powers within that department. 

The role of the Government is easily misunderstood by the public. Where many public citizens believe the Government can do anything when it comes to legislation, that is not necessarily true. The Government is limited to many things, their main job is to protect the public from conflict but also to provide law and order, providing law does not mean they can make the law, they are to provide and put in place the law that was created by the supreme body which is the Parliament. Their main roles beside maintaining law and order are providing security, social welfare services, protection of human rights, economic stability and many more similar (Chukwuemeka, 2022). Although they cannot make unquestionable law, they are able to make secondary law, which are more like regulations for the public to follow and a good example of when the Government put this in place was when Covid-19 regulations needed to take place. Usually, secondary law can be identified because they are required to use the words rule, order, or regulation within the title of the law and this Legislation can be questioned (Marshall, 2020).

The Monarchy is an important principle to the constitution. He is connected to both the Parliament and the Government. Torrance (2023) has concluded that the Monarchy is the oldest institutions in the UK and has remained an important part of the constitution and is known to be the head of the state. As part of his role, he must undertake constitutional and representational duties (The Royal Family, 2025). 

The Judiciary has an important role in courts and common law, based on the CRA 2005, and the Rule of Law, judges hold a role and position of central importance within relation the concept. Their role requires to deliver judgement in an impartial manner by applying strictness of the law without having any personal preference to the parties. Based on Montesquieu’s separation of powers theory, the judiciary occupies situations apart from the parliament and government and the judiciary operate independently (Slapper and Kelly, 2015). Before the CRA 2005, Lord Chancellor was the head of the judiciary, but when the CRA 2005 was introduced, the judiciary became independently because those powers were taken from Lord Chancellor. 

The advantages of having a separation of powers are to prevent the abuse of the powers and avoids autocracy. A hypothetical scenario that was given by (Elliott and Thomas, 2020) would be a system without the separation of powers, the government, possibly with temptation and desire to legal powers, would be able to take on more than what they should which would potentially harm the public due to the abuse of powers. This would be abusing the powers, and although the separation of powers is not able to give a 100% guarantee to prevent the abuse of powers, but it is highly unlikely now due to being able to point out which ministers of which area have done it. Another advantage would be that the UK has some form of constitution, although (Gillespie and Weare, 2021) stated that the UK does not have a written constitution, with the CRA 2005 in place, the UK now has a codified constitution, this makes the UK stronger as a nation. 
 The disadvantages to the separation of powers are not as easy to detect than advantages. The disadvantages are that there could be complications within administrative law and that it could lead to confusion on who and which powers goes where. Adding onto that disadvantage, there can be an inequality of powers, in the case of one having more powers than the others can lead to conflict not only within themselves, but also within the public and the people (TeachersCollegesj, 2021). 

Although still are connections between powers after the CRA 2005, key examples would be that the Parliament and Government both have members of Parliament (MPs), and that the Government is accounting to the Parliament, the separation of powers still occur in the UK as all three branches have their own regulations and roles within their workplace. The advantages and disadvantages were evaluated and discussed, with a various number of disadvantages like chances of inequality of powers, and an advantage of prevention to abuse of the powers. The CRA 2005 had an impact on many, Lord Chancellor being one of those people who have had powers taken away because of the Reform Act and suggestions, and since the supreme court was introduced in 2009 under the CRA 2005, the House of Lords were no longer the highest appeal court and Lord Chancellor lost many roles that involved in the House of Lords and court. The conclusion of the matter is that the UK does have a separation of powers after the CRA 2005 was introduced which made the UK a stronger nation. 
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