Theophrastus’ Enquiry into Plants
Written around 350bc, Theophrastus’ Historia Plantarum, or Enquiry into Plants, is largely considered to be one of the most important works on natural history from the ancient times. Largely writing about the classification of plants and the descriptions of different varieties, Theophrastus’ work, along with Aristotle work on zoology, form a basis for natural history. His extensive work, the Historia Plantarum survives in nine books, along with another six books on The Causes of Plants. 
Theophrastus himself was taught by Aristotle, being his student, collaborator and successor. As such many of his views are similar to those of Aristotle. Also, much like Aristotle, Theophrastus was interested in all aspects of natural history and development, and wrote about “religion, politics, ethics, logic, mathematics, astronomy and other branches” (Hort, 1918). After Aristotle was forced to retire, Theophrastus chose to become the Head of the Lyceum, an academy founded by Aristotle and was best known as a temple dedicated to Apollo Lyceus and a Peripatetic school of philosophy. 
Being over two thousand years old, “obviously there is much that is erroneous in Theophrastus’ conception of plant organs and functions, but on the other hand the careful student will find the germ of many comparatively modern ideas in plant life and in horticulture, agriculture, and forestry.” (Hort, 1918). From this comment, it can be seen that whilst outdated to some extent, Theophrastus’ books are still extremely useful in the study of plants, and even to some extent ‘modern’. 
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