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Introduction
According to Safeguarding children and young people (2014), safeguarding is a term which is broader than child protection, it can relate to the action taken required to improve the welfare of children and to protect them from harm. Working together to safeguard children 2013 defines safeguarding as, protecting children from maltreatment, preventing impairment of children’s health and development, ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care and taking action to enable all children have the best outcomes. 
Roles
During preparing for our initial child protection conference I played the role as the key worker. I learnt a lot about the role of the key worker such as following the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (AWCPP) (2008), when dealing with concerns about a child. The AWCPP (2008), states that procedures are essential for all individuals working with children, including, professionals and multi-agencies. According to the AWCPP (2008) children and young people are referred to children under the age of eighteen, even when a sixteen year old is living independently or in further education they are still entitled to services under the Children Act (1989).  The key workers role in any safeguarding situation is to record, monitor and inform a manager of any concerns as Safeguarding children and young people (2014), state that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. I learnt that each setting follows their own procedures for recording, however all settings should follow guidance from the AWCPP (2008). I found that the key worker as an important role as they see children from day to day and have the responsibility of informing their manager of any concerns or they could ring multi-agencies themselves if they find necessary. The Data Protection Act 1998, as this is in place as it controls the way organisations business’ and the government use personal information. This is for an appropriate way of sharing information making sure it is safe and secure, accurate, kept no longer than necessary and more, everyone is responsible of using data has to strictly follow those rules known as the ‘data protection principles’. This helped me in understanding who a keyworker or any individual can share information or any concerns with knowing that it is shared in the appropriate way and with the right individuals or agencies knowing it is safe. 
During researching for the conference I found other roles as important as a key worker such as a health visitor which was demonstrated by Victoria. According to the National Health Service (NHS) (no date), health visitors have an important role with regards to safeguarding in cooperation with other organisations to protect children. As health visitors usually work with children from birth until 5 years old, they are usually the first to recognise whether or not a child is at risk of any harm. As well as being trained in recognising triggers for concern and risk factors, health visitors are able to support families during safeguarding arrangements. 
Another role I found particularly important with safeguarding children is the designated safeguarding lead. In our professional discussion Rachel had the role of the manager also the designated safeguarding lead (DSL). With research I found that the role of the designated safeguarding lead was specified in the Children Act 2004, this ensured that every organisation has a named person for safeguarding. According to the NSPCC (2017), all schools must have a designated safeguarding lead in place in order to deal with concerns about child protection. The designated safeguarding lead should either be on the school premises, or be able to be contacted by phone or email, either way they must be available during school hours to be contacted of any concerns. Additionally their responsibilities widen as the DSL is also responsible of handling referrals, for example, in our professional discussion, I as the practitioner put a referral through to Rachel.  Other referrals that their responsible is refer cases of suspected abuse to Children’s Socials Care, and give support to the staff who have raised concerns about a child, also refer cases to the Disclosure and Barring Service, this is according to the NSPCC (2017). To work with children every individual would need a Disclosure Barring Service (DBS), this aids employers make secure decisions on who to recruit, this also prevents unsuitable individuals from working with children and vulnerable groups, as it checks on individuals past records. The DBS has replaced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA).  The minimum age for an individual to apply for a DBS is 16 years old. Other responsibilities of the designated safeguarding lead, stated by the NSPCC (2017), is record keeping, which includes keeping knowledge and skills up to date, training of other staff, working together, and raising awareness. 
The final role involved in our discussion was the role of a social worker. As Rachel had referred our case to the social workers, Jodi was our designated social worker. Prior to our discussion I knew very little about the roles and responsibilities of social workers, I found that when a social worker is allocated to a case the designated social worker will look through previous and current records and information that may be held by other agencies regarding the child. This may be the reason that this can be a long-lasting process. However, this aids the social worker to have more knowledge about the family. Moreover, the social worker will hold interviews with relevant persons involved regarding the case. A child protection conference, similar to the one we demonstrated, will be held and it is the social workers responsibly to report the investigation to all agencies that have or had concerns previous, during and after the conference. I established that in extreme circumstances a social worker is able to apply for an Emergency Protection Order from the court for the child to be removed from the home and placed in foster care. Furthermore, social workers will be continuously involved within the family for assessments and reviews on the situation (Hobart and Frankel, 2005)
Acts
During this module I have learnt that there are many children acts in place to improve children’s safety and welfare and how they had a substantial impact with safeguarding children. According to Hobart and Frankel (2009), to participate an effective part in protection of the children in your care, as a practitioner I would need to have a clear understanding of the rights of the children, legal frameworks and the national and local guidelines published for any professionals working with children.  In November 1959 the United Nations (UN) issued a document declaring the rights of the child. Later on in 1989 additional point were added which was then called The Children Act 1989, which had a significant impact on law relating children (Hobart and Frankel, 2009). The Children Act (1989), introduced the voice of the child, physically and vocally, partnership with parents as it was believed the child was best looked after within the family (Hobart and Frankel, 2009), local safeguarding board, keeping families together, and that the welfare of the child is paramount. I discovered that, the voice of the child can link with the United Nation Convention Rights of the Child (UNCRC) According to UNICEF (2011), as article 12 establishes the right of the children to be involved in discussions that affect them both as individuals and as a group. The right to be heard and taken seriously is one of the fundamental values of the Convention. GOV (2015) also agrees with this stating children are involved in any type of family case and have the right to have their views hears when discussions are made that will affect them. According to Hobart and Frankel (2009), the Human Rights 1998, came into place in the United Kingdom in 2000 and it reflects the European Convention on Human Rights. This act demonstrates the same rights on children as it does adults as they have the right to be involved on a decision about their future.  Then came the Children Act 2004, became after the case of Victoria Climbie, which led to The Victoria Climbie Inquiry written by Chairman Lord Laming (2003), also known as the Laming Report, this includes the story of Victoria Climbie, social services and more, eventually this then led to the Children Act 2004. During my research I discovered these acts are in place to make the United Kingdom improved and safer for children, also to aid in co-ordination of multi-agencies to improve overall well-being of children. 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES)
According to NHS Wales (2016), adverse childhood experiences, experiences that occur before the age of 18 and which can be remembered and affect an individual through to adulthood. During research I found that a lot of safeguarding is to prevent children from experiencing ACEs. ACE’s can affect a child holistically as according to the NHS Wales (2016), there has been evidence that determines children who experiences ACEs are more likely to develop anti-social behaviours, more likely to not perform well in school, more likely to fall into involvement with crime and finally not likely to be a useful member of society. A Welsh Adverse Childhood Experience study was carried out and the results shown that if a child was to suffer four or more harmful experiences in childhood it increases the chance of high-risk drinking in adulthood, smoking is six times and being involved in violence in the last year by fourteen times. When discovering these result I had not realised how severely ACEs could affect children and their development. There appears to be an unfortunate pattern when a child experiences ACEs as this makes the child more likely to grow up heavy drinkers, smokers and involved in crime and violence. This could be linked to Bandura’s learnt behaviour theory (Goslin, 1969).
Conclusion
In conclusion I have learnt considerable amount of information regarding safeguarding which I believe has given me advanced confidence as a practitioner working with children. Additionally to the learning of my role as a practitioner I have learnt further information about other roles within safeguarding children such as the health visitor, designated safeguarding lead, also social workers. Because of the responsibilities, duties and power that social services have they known to be the main point of contact for children who they have concerns about. Social service departments have specific legal duties in regards to children. Their general duties are to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in their designated area who are in need. They are also responsible for providing support and services to the child’s needs such as, counselling, time at child care settings, family support and practical help in the home (Hobart and Frankel, 2009). I had not realised the impact that procedures and Acts have on safeguarding, for example, procedures such as the Children Act 1989, and Children Act 2004, are there to provide main legislative contact for the AWCPP (2008), and place duty on designation individuals to promote the welfare of children and safeguard them. The procedures also reflect the principles and values of the UNCRC. Also the Welsh Assembly Government developed principles and values for children and young people, such as, Rights to Action 2004, with this they adopted core aims and outcomes, which it is dedicated to work with children and young people, key outcomes for improving wellbeing of children from conception through to adulthood (AWCPP, 2008). I have learnt that it is good practice as a practitioner to explain to children their rights, this can be demonstrated by teacher children their rights, their body belongs to them, and their right to say no to anything inappropriate they do not like (Hobart and Frankel, 2009). Overall, I have found this module extremely supportive with aiding in becoming a professional practitioner. 
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