In the UK, crime committed by adolescent people has often been linked to a wide range of social economic areas of concerns. This essay will examine race and class with its correlation with youth offending, exploring difficulties such as deprivation, discrimination and education in the aim of understanding and engaging in issues within the youth justice system. 
Firstly, racism historically has been deep rooted in society, with the same opportunities often being less attainable for black youth and other ethnic minorities than it is for many white people in the UK. The criminal justice system in particular to this day has seen controversy with institutional racism, reports such as the mcpherson report have contributed to highlighting the lack of care and the incompetence of the police which have led to miscarriages of justice for black people in the UK such as stephan lawrence (Gloucestershire County Council, 2023). These failures drew national attention to the ways in which racial bias can become embedded in institutional practices, from policing to court procedures.
Key findings according to HM Inspectorate of Probation concluded that within the youth justice system there is a vast amount of ethnic disproportionality within areas such as social deprivation, education, family and labelling all contributing to crime patterns (HM Inspectorate Of Probation, 2017).
It is proven that black people have a higher probability to be arrested, charged, convicted and given a custodial sentence over white people (Stockdale and Casale, 1992, pp.249–250). Due to this system black children are raised with unequal justice and opportunities. stop and searches In 2023-4 reported 103,135 stop and searches were carried out against children (Youth Justice Board, 2025). While stop and searches are under the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE) they are widely controversial due to its misuse, especially with youth and ethnic minorities. Black people have been disproportionately targeted and over-represented in stop and searches. Experiences of racial profiling, harassment, and exposure to police-involved violence can create feelings of mistrust and insecurity towards law enforcement. Research shows that stop and search practices disproportionately affect minority groups; for example, in the year ending March 2023 there were 24.5 stop and searches per 1,000 Black people compared to 5.9 per 1,000 White people in England and Wales (Home Office, 2024). These experiences are damaging to trust with the police, particularly among young people who may feel targeted. As a result, negative interactions with law enforcement in such circumstances may increase tensions between young people and the police.                                                                                                          
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(Home Office, 2024).
Moreover, Percentages show that 45.3% of black youth feel targeted by police and 35.8% believe that officers deny mistreatment and wrong doings. (Wendel et al., 2022). Without trust comes many other issues such as dark figures of crime, directly affecting crime trends and patterns, and lack of justice (Biscontini, 2024). 
In terms of police violence against black youth, many brutal methods of restraints such as pepper spray and tasers were more likely to be used against black people. One third of 114 restrained youth offenders/suspects were black or in a ethnic minority. And police were 5.7% times more likely to use force on a black young individual than someone who is white. (Institute of Race Relations, 2024).
Secondly, is the discussion of class. Deprivation is known to have a negative impact on the outcome of a child's life, with factors such as being raised in a low income area and/or household having an effect on the probability of a crime being committed. Children raised in persistent poverty are five times more likely to have been arrested and/or taken into police custody, Moreover they are twice as likely to have carried a weapon (Dickinson, 2025). Gang culture and county lines have often been at the hand of youth offending.  Financial deprivation may make an adolescent more vulnerable to gang grooming, enticing them with material goods and opportunities they may not otherwise have access to thus glorifying gang culture to youth offenders (Clemmow et al., 2025). The exploitation of these children and teens may lead into county lines organisations where violence and coercion may be used against them (National Crime Agency, 2018). Merton's strain theory has often been used to correlate poverty and youth offending, arguing that the limitations and inequalities in achieving success in life may make a child more susceptible to crime and to attain their goals in any means necessary (Kurpiel and McVie, 2025), this can be used within understanding the initial desire for a child to initiate gang culture. The county lines strategic assessment dated from april 2024 to march 2025 gathered that there are over 6,500 county lines in the UK with 2,659 children officially recorded in the system, the official figures are unknown as many operations remain discreet and underground to this day (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2025). While county lines tend to be more unknown and so the figure tends to be smaller, the figures for gang involvement in general are much larger combining both street gang and organised crime involvement. Children in Need deemed that in 2023 11,110 children were at risk due to gang involvement. Moreover gang involvement consistently endangers the lives of thousands of children around the UK with involvement in drug trades, violence, knife crimes, sexual abuse and more. (Children in need, 2025). While these children are in fact youth offenders committing crimes and causing harm, they are still victimising themselves. While it is still relevant that some youth offenders join gangs due to the desire for better life, another reason they may join is peer pressure and familiarity (Tonks and Stephenson, 2019) having group protection and almost a ‘family’ may be comforting for a teen especially one that grew up in an unsafe/distant environment at home, or not a family at all such as children within the care system. 
Intergenerational deprivation is also seen to affect youth offending as children from welfare families are more likely to partake in risk-taking and delinquent behaviour (Bubonya and Cobb-Clark, 2021), . Substance abuse is an example of criminal behavior that is addressed by this study. In addition, young people from welfare backgrounds are more likely to partake in unprotected sex, with a higher chance of teenage pregnancy, with this comes educational barriers and continuing generational difficulties. This might affect young people’s ability to continue their education and pursue further education, which might affect their employment prospects in the future. This might therefore create a vicious circle where people living in deprived circumstances, which lack opportunities, resources, and support systems, might be more prone to criminal behavior, which might create a repeat circle of deprivation and disadvantage among families and societies, reinforcing the barriers between the social classes in society. While this is not always the case it is still important to note examples and trends within children from lower class and ‘poorer backgrounds’.

To continue with educational inequalities, Lack of education and schooling is also proven to increase the likelihood of a young person to offend. 52.5% of young adults that were convicted with a custodial sentence had struggled with attendance throughout their education, additionally 35.9% of young adults with a non custodial sentence and or cautions were persistently absent (Office for National Statistics, 2022). Both race and class have been closely linked with educational inequality. Schools with low funding, fewer resources, larger class sizes, and higher rates of exclusion tend to have higher proportions of students from disadvantaged homes. Black and mixed-race boys have higher rates of exclusion from schools in England and Wales, which is a risk factor for criminal activity with permanent records and other difficulties. With this is the social barriers within education, in this case Young people are disengaged from structured settings through exclusions and low educational engagement.  This accounts for increased vulnerabilities for delinquent connections such as gangs and more. After exclusion, young people are faced with difficulties such as less employment opportunities and permanent records of their wrongdoings in education, due to this many young people may essentially ‘give up’ and begin risk taking behaviours, as they have less too lose than a person who has not been excluded or comes from a better background. (Parr-Morley, 2024).
To summarise, the numerous structural elements that influence juvenile criminality are highlighted by the junction of race, class, and education. Black and minority children from low-income families are more likely to encounter social and economic disadvantages that may impact their criminal behavior, encounter the criminal justice system disproportionately, and encounter obstacles in obtaining a high-quality education. While policies that prioritize fairness and support for at-risk adolescents may help reduce offending in the long run, interventions that do not address these structural inequities run the danger of perpetuating current cycles of disadvantage and criminalization. And in a final conclusion, by understanding the context of youth offending, policymakers and practitioners will be able to come up with effective strategies to prevent crime and ensure equality for all young people. 
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