Bioarchaeology: Animal bone taphonomy assessment

SEMESTER 2, ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-18
INTRODUCTION

Your sample will come from a variety of modern and ancient contexts; some are from archaeological sites, some surface finds.  Each sample has been chosen carefully as each will reflect a number of ‘taphonomic’ signatures and hold clues to the life history of the bone (and thereby the assemblage). For our purposes the ‘context’ of the sample will not be revealed as this is something that you will have to grapple with during the practical session. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE TASK

The object of this practical exercise is to introduce you to the study of faunal and human remains in archaeology with particular reference to the information a taphonomic study can reveal. Bone remains can help archaeologist or palaeontologist make inferences about a whole range of issues about the past, such as, interpreting plalaeoenvironments and past ecosystems, as well as behavioural interpretations, such as, subsistence practices, belief systems, wealth and status of communities etc. Following a lecture introducing you to some of the issues relating to Taphonomy (see moodle page for PP), you will have an introduction to bone identification and then go on to look for features on the animal bones that would indicate what had happened to an animal in the past.  We will be sticking to animal bones for this part of the programme. 

This project is so constructed that it will introduce you to the problems associated with identifying faunal and human remains, introduce you to some of the practical problems (of identification for example) and some of the complexities of interpreting a taphonomic signature. There will be a range of samples from which you will choose one you wish to work on. Following a targeted practical session you will be taken through the process of recording, describing and interpreting your sample. There is no objection to students working in small groups but it must be clearly understood that ALL of the work produced and submitted will be produced independently. Failure to submit work that is entirely your own is a form of unfair practice and this is not acceptable. If you are unclear on this point consult your student handbook or see me. 

The first part of your assessment needs you to fully and correctly record your sample; this will involve you having to complete a series of small identification and recording tasks (worth 10% of project mark).  In part two you will need to sketch and fully label your sample (worth 20% of project mark each).  For part three you will be asked to produce a written answer (70% of total project mark). Your work should fully be referenced and supported with a reference list. Recommended reading will be given at the appropriate lecture/practical sessions and posted on moodle. It is expected that to achieve high marks in this assessment you will need to read around the subject.

Please note – you should only record sufficient information to fill the allotted space and word length. DO NOT EXCEED THE SPACES PROVIDED

So folks, choose a bone to work on….

Bioarchaeology: Bone Taphonomy, 2016-17

Part 1: Identify and record the following,

Locality (Name of site)………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Specimen Number (Field/Museum no.) ……………………………………………………………………………..
Species……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Anatomical Element…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Side………………………Fusion…………………….Age at Death (est.)……………………………………………….
Taphonomic Agent/s……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Part 2: Describe the taphonomic features that lead you to identify the taphonomic agent (Here pay particular attention to location, frequency, type and pattern of features). Please note the space allocated do not exceed it.

	

	

	

	

	

	



Quickly sketch and fully label the bone. Indicate the damage and the location of the damage (you will find this useful as a memory aid).  Please note your drawing skills are not assessed but the features, location and types of damage are along with labelling.























Part 3: In no more than 1000 words assess the main difficulties that may be faced when ascribing a taphonomic history to your bone and based on your laboratory experience.



Your response for Part 3 should be word processed/typed and state the word limit.  
Your work should fully be referenced and supported with a reference list. Recommended reading will be given at the appropriate lecture/practical sessions and posted on moodle. It is expected that to achieve high marks in this assessment you will need to read around the subject and support your observations with relevant texts.



Submission date: March 15 OR 27? t.b.c. by 12.00 midnight via moodle link

Allocation of marks.
Part 1 worth 10 marks
Part 2 worth 20 marks 
Part 3 worth 70 marks 
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