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Introduction

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a major effect on how students are expected to do their studies. Adjusting to the new way of being educated via E-Learning has had positive as well as negative effects on students. The change has not only effected students grades, but it has also affected students mental health; reducing stress in some whilst others are mentally exhausted. In this written piece of work the author will be talking about positive and negative effects of E-Learning as well as their own personal experience of being a student during a pandemic followed by recommendations for E-Learning improvements.


















Positives

The 2 positive effects that E-Learning has had on students is flexibility and money saving.
 As we are all aware, everyone has busy lives no matter what they do; working, studying, parenting etc so online learning is great for everyone as it allows students to access their classes anytime anywhere and it allows them to fit education into their schedules. This reduces stress in many students as they do not have a constant worry of how they will fit their studies into their day-to-day life with a hundred other things to do.  Also, students can look back on their online lesson in their own time to go over any important information they may have missed, forgotten or if they did not have a clear understanding of something. This is great for students as it will allow them to include important information in their work that the lecturers have recommended to perform well in assignments. When travelling to and from class many students tend to use up quite a lot of time especially if using public transport to get home or if they lived in a different town from the one their place of education is based however, with E-Learning students save this travel time. This means students have more time to focus on their work and do more independent studies either before or after class. Finally, with the Covid-19 pandemic many people unfortunately lost their jobs meaning their money is short and pockets are quite tight but the benefit of students studying via E-Learning is that it has saved them lots of money. With the online classes students do not have to invest in textbooks, writing equipment, childcare and travel costs to get to and from class. All information that students need for their assignments can be found on the recorded lecture as well as the internet, students use laptops/computers for their work and even to take down notes they can just open a word document on their device so no other equipment is required for their studies i.e. pens and paper. For students who are also parents, E-Learning has saved them quite a bit of money on childcare costs. Some parents are fine to study online with their children at home and for those who require silence to get on with their studies they are paying less for childcare costs as their children are at nursery/playgroup for a shorter period. Also, travel can be quite expensive for many students especially when travelling from a city different to where their place of study is based however, with E-Learning, students do not have to travel to get to class so they are saving money. 




Negatives 

The 2 most negative effects that E- Learning has had on students consist of both affected learning experience and lack of motivation.
[bookmark: _Hlk74589915]When studying via E-Learning, students require a strong and reliable internet connection. Without this students could possibly miss important information which can affect their learning experience alongside their performance in their assignments. The effect has a huge toll on students grades and with poor grades, it can somewhat make it hard for students to succeed in the future career wise. Although lectures are recorded, with a poor internet connection they are sometimes not accessible which can make it harder for students to complete their assignments as they will not have all the relevant information they require to perform well when completing assignments. The second negative of E-Learning is lack of motivation in students. This is mainly because a lot of students tend to wake up a few minutes before their online class starts which can have an impact on their motivation, as well as focus as they are physically unprepared to study. Being unprepared also means that many students are more forgetful of what they have been taught as they do not seem to put their full focus in their studies. Unfortunately, due to everything being done online and within own environments lecturers do not have an insight of this; they do not whether their students are paying attention or not. When in the classroom, teachers often put pressure on their students for the students own good. Putting pressure on students helps to improve the motivation of students when it comes to education. When students are motivated, they tend to have an excellent focus which means they are keener to learn, complete assignments and succeed in their academic year. E-Learning however does not put any pressure on students due to the lack of face-to-face communication between the students and their teachers therefore meaning the lack of pressure will affect students’ performance and grades in their academic year.





Personal experience

In this section the author talks about their own personal experience being a student during the Covid-19 pandemic and studying via E-Learning.
“I was always a fan of studying as for me it was not all about work; it was about having fun whilst gaining knowledge, making friends and making memories. However, when I joined university to go forward in my current career path studies were not the way I remembered them to be; they were un-interactive, uninteresting and just quite unusual. On my very first E-Learning session it was not so bad as majority of my class peers had their cameras on and we could all see one another, have a talk etc however, as the weeks went by fewer people had their camera on and fewer people were attending class. Also, as the weeks passed, there were just the same few people who would get involved and answer questions or have a laugh whilst others never spoke a word. Unfortunately, this ruined my interest in studying as a lot of the time I just felt like we were being educated without teachers knowing whether we are on the same page as everyone else. Teachers never tend to ask their students individually if they are struggling with anything which they have been taught meaning sometimes I would go out of my own way to Google search certain things to get an easier explanation of it so I could understand better. Also, during class I was always the student who loved learning new things and used to pay attention however, with E-Learning even when I try to force myself to pay full attention to the online work I cannot. I do not know whether this is because I am within my own environment and have distractions around me majority of the time or if it is just because, I have no pressure from my lecturers therefore, I think I do not have to pay full attention. Also honestly speaking, a few times I have been asked a question by my lecturers and I have not listened to what they have just spoken about, I quickly used to Google search my answer to make out as though I was paying attention. I am aware this is a terrible thing to do as it will be me struggling in the future when it comes to completing assignments however, out of honesty I have just not been able to focus on my studies properly because of E-Learning it just does not seem like I am being taught by a teacher; you forget it is even a learning session. Also, from personal experience a lot of the time you have the odd one or two people who speak completely off topic in the online session which is a huge distraction and makes you lose focus. Overall my E-Learning experience was not great as every session I used to attend class whilst half busy doing something else; honestly, I was just never prepared for class as we were told class starts at such and such time, please be in class bang on the time class starts. Speaking from personal experience I honestly prefer studying within the classroom as during E-learning we never have the opportunity to do practical work which is needed for us to succeed in the future. For example, I myself am studying nursing so 110% years down the line when I am working within the nursing sector, I will need practical knowledge to be able to succeed in my career and care for my patients”.


























Recommendations

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic students and teachers have had to reconsider how they teach/learn as all education is now done via E-Learning. There are many advantages as well as disadvantages of E-Learning which therefore makes us think of recommendations on how online learning can be improved to allow students to still achieve good grades even though they are not being educated in the classroom setting.
The authors number one recommendation is for teachers to interact as much as they can with every single one of their students in each E-Learning session to improve students motivation and put a little bit of pressure on them. As explained before, many students lack motivation, do not focus on their studies and feel no pressure therefore, with teachers interacting more and asking question students will know they have to pay attention as they can randomly be picked to answer a question or explain something to their class. Not only is this beneficial for the students but also the teachers as it will allow teachers to understand whether their students are paying attention to the work they are teaching and understanding the subject which they are being educated on. Also, teachers should try and set some ground rules as well as put a bit of pressure on their students as they would in the classroom to help students achieve good grades. As teachers would in the classroom keep pushing their students to complete their work, teachers can potentially ask at random a few students to share their screen and see how they are doing in their assignments and whether they have even started to tackle their work or not. This will make all students try and complete their assignments on time as they could be picked at random to share their drafts. Another recommendation is for universities to maybe offer students a Wi-Fi USB stick which they plug it into their laptop and can use the internet for study purposes. This is so students can never miss out on any sessions or be late on submitting assignments with the excuse that their internet was not working as the university has provided reliable internet connection. The final recommendation is for classes to maybe start a little while after students attend their online session. By this the author means for instance; all students must join their E-Learning class at 9am but the teaching begins at 9:15am. If this could be done, then at least within 15 minutes students can somewhat wake up a little more and make a quick coffee so they are prepared to study. 


Conclusion

To conclude, E-Learning is an easy way for anyone and everyone to study however, many students grades have drastically fallen due to the lack of teacher to student communication as well as lack of motivation and focus. E-Learning is great for students who tend to prefer being in their own space and are not very interactive however for those who are studying within the classroom is the best option for them. E-Learning is time saving which allows students to get on with other things in their personal life rather than focusing on the course work they are being educated on. 
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