In Class Assessment

The pathway for someone looking to go into football coaching after obtaining a sports management degree is a structured and system filled with incremental steps to reach the elite level. The pathway into the elite isn’t straightforward, cheap or short by any means, rather a long costly process with the goal of proving that you are qualified to take such a big responsibility into your hands and give whatever club you manage the success that is acceptable to them. 
Firstly, before you can even think about obtaining any type of license, you must first complete the FAW Introduction to Coaching course. Formerly known as the Leaders Award, this is a 7 hour purely online course aimed at kickstarting the coaching pathway and giving future coaches the knowledge that they need in order to go into coaching further. You will also need the Football Emergency Aid Award, a 3 hour online course, designed to meet the medical needs of players at the grassroots level, and the FAW Safeguarding Awareness Award, designed to recognise the needs concerns a player may be facing when it comes to abuse, neglect or anything along those lines. This is a 2hour course. The total cost of all 3 of these courses will be £175. At this point you should also start to get some real coaching experience under your belt at grassroots level. This experience will help out drastically in the long term as real hands on experience at the lowest level will shape you into the coach you will be, aswell as build basic session delivery skills. This should all be done within the first year of leaving University as a general year to just lay the foundations for your future career.
After using the first year of your coaching journey to gather experience and learn the very basics of what being a coach means. In this second year you should consider applying for your FAW UEFA C License. The C License is designed to support those coaches who are transitioning from local grassroots level to a more professional level by factoring in technical, physical, social, tactical, and psychological pillars of play. You will also be introduces to the Welsh Way of play with the use of small sided  games to help understand the key moments of the game. You will need to attend 2 online webinars, 4 practical days, and complete 6 eLearning tasks. This will cost you £750. At this point you should try and get a professional placement with a JD Cymru Premier academy, or a professional club’s community foundation like Swansea or Cardiff. 
In the third year of your coaching journey, this is where you should go for your B License. This course will give you the necessary skills to manage players aged 12 and above. This course will run over the span of 6 months, designed to develop game understanding and technical and tactical knowledge, via a combination of practical sessions, theory, distance and e-learning. At the end of this course, the coaches should feel confident in taking up a paid role as an Academy Lead Coach and be able to deliver sessions confidently and be comfortable adapting and applying their knowledge in different scenarios. This will cost £1500. 
During the 4th year, you should use this year as a means of getting the mandatory one year of experience needed to apply for the A License. To obtain the A License a minimum of one year of coaching with your B License, so use this year getting as much coaching experiencing as you can before transcending into the A License. 
During your 5th year, apply for your FAW UEFA A License. This is the bare minimum that is required to be a head coach for U18 teams, or reserve teams in top flight leagues. This course will span over the period of 12 months aimed at getting the participants to use and apply reflective practice techniques. After completing this, you should aim to full time employment as a first team coach or head of coaching within the professional game or a national youth set up.
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