Contemporary Buddhism in Post-Cultural Revolution China

The Cultural Revolution that took place in China between the years 1966 and 1976 is one of the gravest examples of sociopolitical unrest and upheaval in modern history, and marked the most significant loss for the Chinese population in terms of life and heritage since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, according to the Chinese Communist Party several years later[footnoteRef:0]. It was during this period that ideologies considered to be contradictory to Party policy came under greater degrees of intolerance and persecution, and in accordance with the trend towards State supported abandonment of religious beliefs - deemed an inappropriate mainstay of the former imperialist China - Buddhism suffered under heavy opposition.  [0:  Resolution on CPC History (1949–81). (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1981)] 


Today’s China is a world apart from this period that saw such violent suppression, and over the course of almost half a century, Buddhism is seeing a resurgence in open practice and acceptance. However, I posit that to suggest a time of such intense and thorough persecution as the Cultural Revolution would not have consequences stretching into contemporary China would be to make a somewhat implausible argument. I mean to research the state of Chinese Buddhism and practicing Buddhists both during the Cultural Revolution and more importantly in modern China; my essay will analyse the question of what long-term consequences are still in effect from a period of severe persecution, in what ways if any has Buddhism in China developed since this time period, and what current research suggests is a likely future for religious belief in China. Whilst this analysis does not necessitate an in-depth knowledge of the beliefs of those undergoing state-supported oppression, I believe an examination of how the tenets of Buddhism have influenced the reaction of adherents to the faith will be an insightful addition to my essay. 
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