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Introduction
This assignment will describe, discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing, using a chosen crime activity which will be around the basis of theft and how evidence-based policing is reducing how popular that crime is.
This assignment will give an explain and outline the key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology, explain the ways it helps us understand crime and criminality, this will also discuss models of evidence-based policing (POP, SARA, Hotspot), discuss how classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind these methods, apply ideas of evidence based policing and classical criminology towards the crime activity of theft and finally an evaluation of strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence based policing. 
Main Body
So, what is classical criminology?
According to the traditional theory of criminology, crime is a free-will decision to commit a crime. The pain-pleasure principle, which states that people act in ways to maximise pleasure and reduce pain, is used to make this decision (UNODC, 2018). 
Classical criminology is based on how people will always have free will to commit a crime and will always be there decision to commit those crimes, one key idea of classical criminology is that a person would outweigh the pain & pleasure they may gain if they commit that crime, for example if a person wants to steal and elderly woman’s handbag, but despises the risk of being caught and arrested they may deter from doing so. This falls under the 5 key ideas of classical criminology which are rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights, and due process. 
The first idea is rationality or as sometimes called the rational choice theory revolves around that anyone that commits a crime is doing so at their own free will and not being forced or coerced by others. This theory also explains that people who will plan to commit a crime will always run a scenario through their mind to weigh the potential outcomes, they consider the advantages and disadvantages of a circumstance before determining whether it is worthwhile to go ahead and perpetrate a crime or not (criminology web, 2022).
The second idea is hedonism or the pleasure theory which is explained as how people break the law to gain pleasure and not pain for example if someone decides that if they steal something they will gain pleasure if they do so. The main thought process for hedonism is to gain an item or object like money or anything valuable like a laptop, it will bring them pleasure if they avoid the risk such as being caught or arrested. To express joy is psychological hedonism's goal. The psychological theory of hedonism suggests that illegal behaviour is motivated when it is applied to criminal justice. The desire of enjoyment, on the other hand, is regarded as normal by ethical hedonists. (Fromemuseum, 2018).
The third key idea for classical criminology is punishment. This is the thought or fear of being punished, for instance if someone were to steal and valuable from a shop they may fear getting caught by the authorities, as hedonism was the pleasure of stealing, punishment is the fear of pain such as jail time. If someone considers stealing and then realises, they could be caught, they may decide against it because they will be attempting to escape the agony of going to imprisonment (Study, 2022).
The fourth idea is human rights, human rights are the rights that every person is intitled to and should not be deterred from as that is a breach of human rights. An Act to give further effect to rights and freedoms guaranteed under the European Convention on Human Rights; to make provision with respect to holders of certain judicial offices who become judges of the European Court of Human Rights; and for connected purposes. (Legislation, 1998), before the human rights act was established punishment for crimes were very harsh and severe such as torture is public execution which in turn made people second guess their actions and refrained from committing crimes.
The fifth and final principle is due process, due process is the idea of having a fair and balanced trail justice system before this is someone was suspected of a crime, it would be a quick trail resulting in the conviction of that person. An individual is entitled to the assumption of innocence, and only clearly specified and official decision-making procedures should be used to determine guilt or innocence in criminal cases (Future Learn, 2012).
Evidence based policing is reinforced by models that were introduced to help with problem solving in the workplace, one of the models is called ‘’POP’’ or problem-oriented policing. This model contests crime by using data and analysis to help support officers in identifying the root causes of crime, one key idea in the “POP” model is called “SARA” which is the brand for 4 stages that are:
· [bookmark: _Int_xzdqQIf6]Scanning - the process of finding and ranking possible disorder and criminal issues.
· [bookmark: _Int_cQwIBUpa][bookmark: _Int_RTfARg7u]Analysis - the investigation of possible issues in order to determine their root causes by collecting data and intelligence.
· Response - the creation and execution of actions that are specifically designed to handle the causes of the issue, as determined during the analysis stage.
· [bookmark: _Int_koDHor1G][bookmark: _Int_6d01BWrS]Assessment - the evaluation of the response's influence in order to determine whether the intended outcome was achieved and, if not, to adjust the response as necessary.
The SARA procedure follows an order that makes sense. But effective issue solution is frequently not a linear process in real life. Redefining the issue after analysis may result in screening once more. The need for modifications to responses may necessitate additional research. Evaluation might reveal that there is still an issue, inferring that the procedure needs to be re-established (College of policing, 2022).
Another Model is called hot spots, hot spots is when an area with a higher crime concentration is targeted with more police presence and security than other locations for example if location “A” has a 20% higher rate of theft than location “B”, Location “B” will have a lower presence of police since their resources are need at Location “A” where crime is more prominent. Hot spots are defined as locations that have crime which is predictable that can be included in buildings, streets, addresses and bus stops. Increasingly conspicuous patrols are used in hot spots enforcement. By doing this, criminals are deterred from committing crimes when given the chance (College of policing, 2022).
Theft is a very applicable crime activity that evidence based policing and classical criminology can be implemented into. Regarding hot spots, if an area or place is targeted by thieves it may prove beneficial for the government to set up more cameras and police in the area to support these places and create a sense of presence and security. Classical criminology can be used in this as well since the key idea of punishment, as criminals will second guess committing theft this can be reinforced by adding more security measures or police presence to create pressure towards criminals. Another idea of evidence-based policing would be by installing cameras in areas populated by crime. Cars, cash, Jewlery, electronics and wallets are the most stolen items in the Uk but every day the chances of these being stolen are diminishing. 
For example, cars have had electronic key fobs made for them, locks have been improved to stop them from being picklocks, Tesla has invented locks that are controlled by your own phone or a key card which completely removes the key holes on cars. Cash is slowly being removed since the addition of credit cards and even more so with electronic pay such as apple pay or google pay. Compared to using an actual credit, debit, or prepaid card, Apple Pay is more secure. For transactions to be made on your iPhone, Apple Watch, Mac, or iPad, you must use Face ID, Touch ID, or your password. Your real credit card details are not kept on your device or on Apple servers, and neither are your name nor identify shared with merchants (Apple, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_sbmW9YVX]Wallets have been changed to be made smaller and some even have locks on them. credit cards have got a limit on how many contactless purchases the card can be used for before needing the PIN code that only the owner should know. 
Electronics such as laptops or phones usually have “Touch ID” which will allow their owners to use their fingerprints to unlock the device. They also have added trackers to the device so you can pinpoint its location in the case it gets stolen. Locating objects and individuals is possible with the Find My programme for iPhone, iPad, and Mac. Users can monitor, secure, play noises from, and erase misplaced devices using this app. It also displays friends' and family members' positions with their consent. All of Apple's Locate My apps, which had previously been distinct apps, were combined into one in 2019 (Apple Insider, 2013).
[bookmark: _Int_l7feyc7O]Cash is an extremely easy and useable item valuable for thieves to target since money is exceedingly difficult to trace unless the police can actually acquire the stolen more, the serial number on it can help as the bank would have a list which could prove if it were stolen or not.
[bookmark: _Int_ZQGhyMxv][bookmark: _Int_pM2FGb1a][bookmark: _Int_ZedZnyIt]Classical criminology is a very effective method of maintain order and control against criminals, but some of the methods will not stand in this day and age in contrast from the eighteenth centaury. Classical criminology used a theory of invoking fear to protentional perpetrators, this is enforced by the idea of punishment. In the classical criminology model one of the punishments for committing a crime was torture or execution which would scare people to not get caught which most likely did happen or not commit a crime at all. The methods used for classical criminology were effective but not very humanitarian as none of the trails were fair and the accused are always convicted of the crime. Another weakness of classical criminology is that every criminal is a rational thinker and should be punished this disregards people with physical or mental disorders who cannot think rationally or act on their own accord.
Evidence Based Policing is a smarter approach towards conflicting with crime as it looks at how they can improve places or items to make it more difficult and deter crime. This model analyses the way crimes are committed and works on how to counteract it before or when it happens. 
[bookmark: _Int_BhP9YrsY][bookmark: _Int_eKCk7v1q]The police build their research and base their methods and procedures on the effectiveness of how it is completed, Police procedures are created after study has been done on a specific topic, depending on their efficacy and the techniques that government leaders or police departments choose to employ. To keep an unbiased or objective perspective in connection to the evidence gathered, researchers frequently offer particular suggestions. On the basis of data like decreased crime rates, community grievances against police, and accidents sustained while on duty, they may nevertheless show that one approach is superior to another. 
A disadvantage of evidence-based policing is that the effectiveness of this method is only as strong as the research that backs it up, if this research is not present or lacking then the procedures will not be as effective. If the data that has been submitted is inefficient, then the whole operation crumbles
Conclusion.
[bookmark: _Int_UUgm4WhF][bookmark: _Int_uzjI7PgP]In conclusion evidence-based policing is a more effective way to be able to handle and reduce crimes in the local areas and the punishments we have present day do not infringed on people's human rights. Another point is that trails are now fair and balanced with a group of people working for both sides as well as a neutral side which has to be persuaded on their vote. Police agencies should only use the tightest and most thorough studies, and some techniques may be more effective in particular situations than others. For instance, studies on police forces in densely populated central towns may not always be applicable to police forces in rural areas. 
References
Apple (2022) Apple Pay. Available at: https://www.apple.com/apple-pay/#:~:text=Apple%20Pay%20is%20safer%20than,device%20or%20on%20Apple%20servers (Accessed: 28 Feb. 23)
Apple Insider (2013) Find my. Available at: https://appleinsider.com/inside/find-my (Accessed: 27 Feb. 23)
College of Policing (2022) Problem-solving policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/problem-solving-policing (Accessed: 26 Feb. 23)
Criminology Web (2022) Rational Choice Theory. Available at: https://criminologyweb.com/rational-choice-theory-in-sociology-and-criminology-explained/ (Accessed: 24 Feb. 23)
Fromemuseum (2018) A critical review on hedonism. Available at: https://fromemuseum.org/a-critical-review-of-hedonism/ (Accessed: 24 Feb. 23)
Future Learn (2012) Two ‘models’ of criminal justice. Available at: https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/crime-to-punishment/0/steps/27688#:~:text=The%20due%20process%20model%20prioritises,and%20formal%20decision-making%20processes. (Accessed: 26 Feb. 23)
College of policing (2022) Hot spots policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/hot-spots-policing (Accessed:28 Feb. 23)
Legislation (1998) Human Rights Act. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/introduction (Accessed: 26 Feb. 23)
Study (2022) The classical school of criminology. Available at: https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-classical-school-of-criminology-its-influence-today.html (Accessed: 26 Feb. 23)
United Nations office on drugs and crime (2018) pain pleasure decisions. Available at: https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/organized-crime/module-6/key-issues/classical-pain-pleasure-decisions.html#:~:text=The%20classical%20view%20in%20criminology,maximize%20pleasure%20and%20minimize%20pain (Accessed: 21 Feb. 23)

