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A. Answer one of the following questions (50% of total). 

 

1. How might the concept of biography of object allow us to explore the relationship 

between people and things in the Bronze Age Mediterranean? 

2. Outline Gosden’s concept of a shared cultural milieu. To what extent does the 

archaeological evidence in the East Mediterranean during the second millennium BC 

fit this model?  

3. Define what is meant by a commodity and using specific examples discuss the 

evidence for commodity trade around the East Mediterranean during the Bronze Age. 

4. Discuss how useful the concept of a “port of trade” is for exploring maritime trading 

centres in the Mediterranean during the Bronze Age. Illustrate your answer with 

reference to specific examples. 

 

B. Answer one of the following questions (50% of total). 

 

1. Consider whether the third millennium BC in the Near East and East Mediterranean 

should be considered a world system?  

2. Discuss how Feldman has interpreted the International Style in the Near East during 

the second millennium BC. Furnish your answer with reference to specific objects. 

3. Compare and contrast the ways in which Egypt administered Nubia and Palestine. 

4. What evidence do we have for Predynastic and early Dynastic Egyptian contact with 

the Near East? How would you interpret the nature of this interaction? 


