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Virtual Learning Envoirement 

Introduction
Today I am going to speak about the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students’ learning experience in general. During technological change in Covid-19 times, Virtual learning are said to have the potential to increase the learning success of students and to promote constructivist learning. However, since VLE media have so far led a shadowy existence in school practice, this text is intended to provide impulses about the potential for the use of virtual reality in University lessons. 

There is hardly an area of modern society that is not touched by digitalisation. Processes and structures in business, politics and science are undergoing far-reaching changes or are beginning to open to the potential of digitisation. Especially now during Covid-19, most of the workplaces and schools and Universities are already using either remote control working from home or Virtual lessons. There is a great need for understanding about the potential of digitising knowledge resources, research and teaching platforms and virtual learning environments, as well as study organisation and supervision.
All students have to get used to online learning in order to adapt to education and to the future work environment. (2017, Reedy)


Main Body
Universities had to react to the spread of the coronavirus and move their teaching almost completely online. Even though some universities now allow exams and events to be held on site again, it will probably be a long time before normal university life returns.
Digitalisation promises good innovations: E-tools contribute to flexibility, diversity of methods and motivation to learn. Another plus is, especially for international students like me, is the independence of space and time. We have more time to access Online format from anywhere in the world and, with chats and forums invite virtual mobility and intercultural exchange. Virtual classrooms also offer opportunities for exchange with fellow students. In them, students can see not only the lecturer but also fellow students via webcam. And along the way, there is the possibility of jointly accessing documents stored online. 

Of course, it is not only the striving for improved learning conditions that has fuelled Virtual Learning Environment everywhere: VLE is demand in areas where both the pressure of examinations and the standard of the knowledge being tested are increasing. Students often have to take many exams in an ever-shorter time and are dependent on VLE networks for research and preparation, if only for reasons of efficiency. Lecturers could, for example, offer regular practice for exams via the Microsoft Teams and give students immediate feedback afterwards.


How does Virtual Learning Environment work?
In order for the VLE to work perfectly, all students and teachers must have the necessary technical possibilities - in school and out-of-school learning environments. A functioning Wi-Fi connection is just as much a prerequisite as a digital learning device. Only in this way can pupils use the online learning offers and learning platforms in the classroom at school, at extracurricular learning locations or on excursions.
This requires both a nationwide supply of fast internet, the expansion of network capacities in schools and at extracurricular learning locations as well as the provision of digital end devices for teachers and learners with uniform hardware and software standards nationwide.

Access to equipment for VLE
Virtual learning environment poses challenges for everyone. Many students are equipped with everything they need to cope with online lectures, online seminars and similar. However, there are also students who are dependent on the computers in the university library or the computer pools during "normal" times because they are not able to afford a laptop themselves. Or even those who own a laptop or tablet, which is normally sufficient for a bit of seminar work here and there - but are simply unsuitable for a purely online semester. And many more reasons. 
In order to at least somehow enable students to participate in online teaching, which is unfamiliar to everyone, the student council should prepare equipment for lending. These should be lent to students who would otherwise not be able to participate in online teaching, or only under more difficult conditions.
My research shows that 80% of the students agreed that the university should provide the students with learning materials such as digital equipment’s. (See VLE questionnaire)
Corona has brought many changes and needs. One of them is the need for digital equipment for families who faced great challenges when their youth that have to do schoolwork digitally. With that being said: not everybody can afford the equipment’s.


Advantages and of Virtual Learning Environment
Online lessons are very simple. The university arranges an appointment for the online lesson with the teachers. At the appropriate time, the online teacher or your tutor starts a video call with you. Now you can see and hear the teacher on the screen. And of course, the teacher can see and hear me too. Then you can already start the lesson.

1. No travel distance 
The problem of local distance is eliminated. There is more time for learning, because everyone can use their individual time optimally for learning online via computer or laptop, and no longer for the journey.

2. You learn the subject matter in familiar surroundings.
Especially for subjects where a lot of explaining and talking is required, you feel more comfortable in a familiar environment. So, for almost all subjects. 


3. All teaching materials are digital: after each online lesson, you receive all documents, summaries, notes, exercises that the online teacher has created with you during the lesson, electronically or you can find them all in Moodle: These digital documents can be filed online or printed out and used for further learning and revision. This is even more practical than on-site lessons.

4. Video to re-watch: You can watch the lessons again. Over and over again: Since the online coach films the lessons, if you want to. So, you can watch the lesson again at any time and review it.
Low distraction potential: A major advantage is that the learner's concentration is focused on the screen and it is therefore almost impossible not to follow the lessons and the explanations.

5. Problems such as a poor internet connection, which limits participation in online teaching, the lack of direct communication and the loss of essential exchange with fellow students and lecturers on site, and even students with children who can no longer properly follow lectures online, led to a variety of impairments. 

Disadvantages and of Virtual Learning Environment
Virtual learning environment also requires a high degree of motivation and personal responsibility. You have to learn the material yourself, take care of it yourself and manage your own time. That can be exhausting. Especially if the VLE course is really just a collection of written material that has to be read.


Isolation of Students and Lecturers
I asked 10 of my classmates from the last semester if they thought they still communicated with each other as you would in a classroom. 60% think that they no longer or hardly interact with each other. Although Virtual Learning Environment offers participants flexibility and thus the opportunity to access course material remotely, students often feel isolated. After all, digital learning is largely self-paced and can leave the participant feeling completely on their own.
With VLE, not only does the handling of physical tools change to the software tools that students use online, but also the virtual classroom. (2002, Dillenbourg)

VLE produces more apprehension and excitement than can be expended locally. (Weller, 2007)

Research
Based on the task description for tis module digital skills and research methods, the following nine questions arise regarding the students' perspective for this research:
Research question 1:  Do you think VLE is would be used more often in future?
Research question 2:  Do you think the University should offer to give students the virtual learning tools, like computer or Tablets?
Research question 3: 
Do you think Moodle is easy to use?
Research question 4:  Do you agree that the VLE gives you enough support throughout your studies?
Research question 5: On a scale of 1 to 10, how much would you recommend your friends to start a course in UWTSD because of its VLE?
Research question 6:  On a scale of 1 to 10, do you think that the students still interact with each as if they were in class during VLE? 
 Research question 7: If you could change one thing about Moodle in UWTSD London Campus what would it be?
Research question 8: Is the university meeting your expectations in VLE?
Research question 9: In a few words what do you like about Moodle?




When asked if VLE will be used more often in the future, seven out of ten of my classmates answered yes. When I asked them why they thought so, most of them mentioned the uncertainty of the times we are in. Most of the students think that it will take a long time for everything to get back to normal. On the second question of whether universities should provide the material to students, I have already explained above in the text that % of students agree that universities should take care of the digital material such as laptops or tablets.
As with the question of whether students get enough support while they are learning, some two out of ten students said that they do not get enough support. It is very important, especially now in this difficult pandemic, that students get enough support and attention from their teachers.









Conclusion

Given these figures, it is not surprising that large majorities of almost 80 per cent of the students in each case feel comfortable with the Virtual Learning Environment. The Moodle programme we use at the university is also viewed very positively here. Unfortunately, it is no longer the case that students still interact with each other. In the classroom it was very different, you have fun in class, you see each other regularly, and through group work you are closer than in the VLE. Before the Corona crisis, you hardly ever gave your number to someone you hardly knew or even from the classroom, now we have to exchange student numbers to do group work for example. My class was great, and I miss it just like the other students. One student specifically explained to me that it is hard to find the Assignment briefing on Moodle and that it can be tricky to do the submission. But he is in a minority with that. Most students say that they would not change anything or not much about the programme. 65% of students would recommend a course at the University of Trinity Saint David to many of their friends.  As you can see in my research in the appendix, the university is meeting the expectations of students in the pandemic. Overall Virtual learning Environment is important and will be used more and more in the common years. Another positive aspect is that coronavirus contagions are reduced when students learn from home. If one does not gather, the risk of getting sick is lower than if one goes to University. As the world we currently live in is constantly changing, it would be useful to repeat this research again in the coming years.
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