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New Architecture: 
Art and Architecture in the Age of Media-
Architectural Extension in the Perspective of Communication Studies

 Disney Concert Hall, LA：Frank Owen Gehry /  Telescope, Claes Oldenberg /  Jean Nouvel, National Museum of Qatar, Doha 



Frescoes ( Cold Media) Decoration ( Very Cold Media)

Advertising ( Hot Media) Screen/Narrative (Very Hot Media)

 Frescoes: Ancient China. Victorian Decoration: England. Advertising: modern China. Sydney Opera House: Jorn Utzon, Australia.



decorated shed & duck：Robert Venturi



Architecture

Communication

The roots of the research are 
placed in the boundaries 
between architecture and 
communication: architecture and 
place are somehow becoming 
media, narratives of place once 
again.



Creation: New Audience

New criteria for judgement

New values

New ways of experiencing

New tools

New media relations

 Times Square: New York, USA



 Le Corbusier：Machine à habiter

 Unité d'Habitation: Marseille, France



Peter Zumthor： Machines for Experience



 New Machine：Communication machine

 Times Square: New York, USA
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 New Machine：
Communication 
machine

•  Breaking Down the Original Boundaries of 
Architecture

• The Result is Architecture, but the Process 
and Direction is the Medium

• A New Approach to Architecture



 First Generation 
Media Architecture 



Archigram – Peter Cook, Instant city, 1969 | © peter cook



 Kunsthaus Graz, Peter Cook and Colin, 2003 | © Niki LacknerCourtesy



peter cook, city landscapes, urban retreat, 2018 | © peter cook



 Kunsthaus Graz, Peter Cook and Colin, 2003



Second Generation 
Media Architecture 



Blade Runner 2049, Denis Villeneuve, 2017



Qatar Elements | Bea World Festival, ANNA BORSHEVA, 2018



Qatar Elements | Bea World Festival, ANNA BORSHEVA, 2018



Energy Tower Facade Lighting / Erick van Egeraat, 2014



Third Generation 
Media Architecture 



Taipei Performing Arts Center,  Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2022



Taipei Performing Arts Center,  Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2022



Guangzhou Opera House, Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2002



Guangzhou Opera House, Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2002



Guangzhou Opera House, Zaha Hadid Architects / Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2002

Historical Perspective



Junkspace, Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2006

“If space-junk is 
the human 
debris that 
litters the 
universe, junk-
space is the 
residue 
mankind leaves 
on the planet.”

Identity perspective



 Rene Daalder, Rem Koolhaas, 1,2,3 Rhapsody (1965)

Identity perspective



 File:Da Vinci Vitruve Luc Viatour /  Flickr user eager licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

Embodiment perspective



 DALL.E / Taipei Performing Arts Center,  Rem Koolhaas OMA, 2022

Embodiment perspective
 Exposure of internal organs

 But it's still a beautifully functioning machine.



 Robert Venturi: Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture, 1966



“Renegade”
The result of "going against the grain" is the public's realization of the 
exercise process; the underlying logic of the sharp change in people's 
perception of architecture and space is the transformation of cognitive 
approaches.

Intrinsic Transformation of Logic
The relationship between socialisation, spectatorship, and architecture.

• The transformative demands of modern life on the power of communication: Affecting 
architecture



Anti-embodiment

Fast-food style

Media-intensive



Another Paradigm for Architectural 
Communication

• Exploration on the Cognitive level

• Overt Expressions of architectural communication

• Differentiation in architectural Expression

• New Criteria for Evaluating architecture

• New architectural Prototypes


