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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) is the foundation for safeguarding adults and children in Wales.  The Act’s principles indicate that individuals are allowed to have voice and control over services and what matters to them, and practitioners are to promote early intervention and preventative work.  A child is defined as an individual under 18 years old (The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) (WSP2019) outlines essential principles for safeguarding adults and children in Wales and replaces the All Wales Child Protection Procedure. Safeguarding entails the prevention and protection of children and adults at risk from abuse, harm, and neglect. Additionally, it includes the education of individuals to enhance their ability to recognize the signs and potential dangers. Part 7, Section 131 of the SSWBA emphasizes the critical role of safeguarding and the necessity of fostering an environment that promotes the well-being of children who are at risk (Welsh Government, 2017).  A child who is at imminent risk of abuse, neglect, or maltreatment is considered to be in danger. This encompasses various forms of harm, including physical and sexual abuse and emotional abuse, including humiliation and threats (NSPCC, 2022).    It is essential to recognize and address these issues to ensure the safety and well-being of the child (Hansen et al., 2018). 
The Children Act 1989 is the main legislation in England that protects children from significant harm, abuse, or the potential risk of harm. While many other acts also apply in Wales, it is essential to note that Part 6 SSWBA has replaced Part 3 of the Children Act 1989 (Welsh Government, 2024). 
The SSWBA obligates local authorities to deliver support and services to children and families, focusing on early intervention and prevention and encouraging collaborative efforts among various agencies.  The United Kingdom has integrated UNCRC legal framework, outlining crucial rights for children, including protection from violence and exploitation, and ensuring that children's views and wishes are taken into account. Practitioners in the United Kingdom apply Gillick's competence principle to reconcile children's preferences with their safety. This principle permits children under age 16 to make informed decisions without parental consent (Gillick, 1986). Professionals must consider several factors when applying this principle, especially the child's ability to make informed decisions and explore previous safeguarding concerns. Safeguarding efforts should prioritize well-being and best interests, ensuring minors are competent to make informed decisions (Romanis and Parsons, 2023).  Part 7, section 130 of SSWBA states that professionals must report any safeguarding concerns.  Welsh Government Guidance on Safeguarding Children guides best practices and states that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility.  Local authorities are vital in implementing these policies through their local safeguarding boards, ensuring safeguarding procedures are followed effectively (NSPCC, 2022).  The Children Act 2004 was enacted with the Children Commission’s duties to improve the existing legislation, focusing on enhancing accountability and fostering collaborative partnerships, as well as the Wellbeing and Future Generation (Wales) Act 2015.  Additionally, policies like the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales Measure 2011) were adopted from UNCRC as an important framework for evaluating and reviewing policies (Welsh Government, 2023). 


The XXXX local authority operates its own Safeguarding Board, which adopts a multi-agency approach and "Working Together to Safeguard Children" outlines the roles and responsibilities of various agencies.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


Although there are differences in the methods used to safeguard and protect adults and children at risk of harm, neglect, or abuse, everyone needs to report any safety concerns. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) are the basis for protecting adults and children in Wales. This legislation led to the establishment of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures in 2019 (WSP19); this document delineates the roles and responsibilities of practitioners to follow in safeguarding adults and children within Wales. The Care Act 2014 also addresses adult safeguarding in England, while the Children Act 1989 is significant for children's protection (Social Care Wales, 2024). 
The World Health Organization (2020) reports that approximately one in four adults has experienced some form of child abuse during their childhood. Child safeguarding practices are designed to protect children from abuse, neglect, and exploitation, ensuring their well-being and prioritizing their best interests. In contrast, adult safeguarding focuses on preventing harm and abuse against individuals who may be unable to protect themselves (Hourglass, 2021). The "Working Together to Safeguard Children" framework promotes multi-agency collaboration (Department for Education, 2018) while Safeguarding Boards to coordinate agencies involved.

Adults have the fundamental right to make decisions regarding their own lives; therefore, interventions typically require their consent unless they are assessed as lacking the capacity to make such decisions (WSP19). This principle aligns with the ethos of the SSWBA, which emphasizes the importance of adult autonomy. The Mental Capacity Act 2015 (MCA) does not apply to children under 16. Instead, Gillick's competence allows children to demonstrate their ability to make informed decisions if they understand the associated risks, implications, and consequences. Professionals must check for previous child protection issues and assess any factors that may increase a child's vulnerability to abuse (Munroe, 2019). 
The MCA states that adults are presumed capable of making their own decisions and have the right to make choices, even if they seem unwise unless there is substantial evidence to suggest otherwise. If an adult declines to provide consent, an investigation may not proceed unless there is evidence of criminal conduct (Rees et al., 2021). However, consent is not required for interventions in cases of child abuse or neglect, as safety is the top priority (Children Act 1989).

Adults and children have the right to apply to the court for a Deprivation of Liberty to ensure their protection. This process includes assessing the capacity of adults to make decisions, investigating any claims of abuse, and clarifying their rights. For children, the emphasis is on safeguarding their well-being and respecting their rights to freedom and family life (Human Rights Act 1998).




[bookmark: _GoBack](434 words)




400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




8

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




