
The World We Live In
Economic, Social, and Environmental Contexts



The World We Live In

Economic

• Loss of traditional livelihoods

• High unemployment rates

– Especially among youth

• Declining standards of living

• ‘Economic Migrants’



The World We Live In

Social

• Death of world languages

• Loss/corruption of traditional and/or 

indigenous cultures

• Movement of people

– ‘Empty villages’ in Southern Europe

• The pressure of the ‘melting pot’



The World We Live In

Environmental

• Desertification

• Drought

• Changing weather patterns

• Storms

• Loss of biodiversity





Revisiting Complexity

• Each of these issues is, in and of itself, incredibly 
complex

• Each is related in strong and indivisible ways to 
others
– Unemployment <-> Movement of People <-> Loss of 

Language/Culture <-> Pressure of the ‘melting pot’ <-
> Unemployment

– Climate Change <-> Desertification <-> Loss of 
traditional livelihoods <-> High unemployment rates <-
> Economic Migrants <-> Movement of people <-> 
The pressure of the ‘melting pot’


