2132000 – Result presentation

Results Chapter 
Within the research methodology chapter previously the methods of analysis were outlined for how this essay would achieve results to be analysed in line with the question presented. Following an anonymous survey which was completed by 31 people, this chapter will present the results and identify any themes present within the qualitative research. 
Within the Research Methodology chapter, it was outlined that one of the strategies that would be utilised were interviews of experts within the field of police pursuits and other trained individuals. However, throughout the progression of this essay the question has become more focused on public perception rather than pursuit risk assessments and as such, interviews were not utilised in the research method. This chapter will present the results from the survey conducted utilising Google forms, which accepted anonymous results as set out in the research methodology chapter. 

Question 1 – Are you a current serving member of the police serve?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Are you a current serving member of the police service?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 1 – responses to members of public or the police.
This question was posed to gauge any bias that may arise from questions answered by serving members of the police, the hypothesis being that current police members are more likely to be supportive of police pursuits. Within figure 1, the split is almost even, with 51.6% of respondents being members of the public, whilst 48.4% are. 


Question 2 – In general, are you supportive of the Police?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: In general, are you supportive of the Police?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 2 – Support of the Police
This question sets out to establish if respondents are supportive of the police. This question is key to the research objective of ascertaining the public current level of support in the police. From this question, 67.7% of respondents were supportive of the police, with 9 stating that there is room for improvement. 3.2% of respondents were not supportive of the police. 
Question 3 – Do you think police pursuits are necessary in the modern day?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you think police pursuits are necessary in the modern day?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 3 – Necessity of police pursuits
Question three set out the respondents’ beliefs on the necessity of police pursuits. In contrast to the prior question, almost all respondents agreed that pursuits had necessity in the modern day, with only 3.2% of respondents being unsure if they were. Question four was set out to clarify more detail around the reasons why the individual respondents had their opinion, which was an open-ended question. From that question, the following themes have been identified from the qualitative question. For clarification, some answers fell into two or more themes. 
1. Crime deterrence and public safety – 51.6%
Crime deterrence and public safety was a theme identified as a reason police pursuit, with respondents suggesting that pursuits were essential to prevent serious crime and safeguard the public from violent offenders. 51% of respondents gave an answer fell within this theme 
2. Accountability and Justice – 25.8%
Accountability and Justice was the second theme identified. Respondents emphasised a need to catch offenders and seek justice for victims and to prevent their reoffending by letting them abscond from officers. 25.8% of respondents’ answers fell within this theme
3. Risks assessment and Safety Precautions – 22.6%
The third theme emphasised that their whilst police pursuits may be necessary, they must have fully conducted risk assessments and officers should take risk into account before initiating pursuits. 22.6% of respondents’ answers were identified as being related to this theme.
4. Modern Technology Alternatives – 9.7%
Few answers fell within the theme of highlighting alternative means of pursuance of suspects and advocating for catching criminals at a later date if it lowered the risk to the public, and for dealing with less serious offences. 9.7% of respondents fell within this theme. 
5. Increasing use of vehicles in crime – 12.9%
The fifth theme identified was the increasing use of vehicles in crimes, stating that it was a necessity for police pursuits in the modern day as if they were not utilised, offenders could just get into their vehicle and expect to get away. 12.9% of respondents fell in this category.
6. Availability of trained officers – 6.5%
The final identified theme was the highlighting of police resources as an issue in conducting pursuits, stating that if few officers were available the risk is greatly increased and not justifiable. 6.5% of respondents were grouped into this theme. 


Question 5 – Are you supportive of police pursuits in general?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Are you supportive of police pursuits in general?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 4 – Supportive of police pursuits
Question 5 is key to the essay as it directly relates to the research objective of identifying the publics’ support of police pursuits in the modern day. 96.8% of respondents were supportive of pursuits, with only 3.2% stating they were not. 
Question 6 – Would you support a police pursuit for a suspect who is wanted for a less-serious offence, such as shoplifting or public order?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Would you support a police pursuit for a suspect who is wanted for a less-serious offence, such as shoplifting or public order?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 5 – Support of pursuits over less-serious offences
This question was asked to establish if pursuit support is dependent on circumstances and the type of offences the subject was wanted for. 58.1% of respondents answered depending on the circumstances, 25.8% of respondents were not supportive of a pursuit for less-serious offences, and 16.1% were. 

Question 7 – Would you support a police pursuit for a suspect who is wanted for a serious offence, such as murder?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Would you support a police pursuit for a suspect who is wanted for a serious offence such as murder?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 6 – Support of pursuits for serious crime
This question was asked to corroborate with question 6 regarding support of pursuits for the specific types of crime and their severity to identify if there is a link present between support of pursuits and the reason for it. 96.8% of respondents were supportive of pursuits for serious crime, with 3.2% of respondents stating it was dependent on the circumstance. 
Question 8 – Do you believe that the risk to the public from a police pursuit can ever be justified?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that the risk to the public from a police pursuit can ever be justified?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 7 – Can risk to public be justified?
Question 8 was asked to clarify if respondents believed that the public could be subjected to the risk of a police pursuit, and if said risk could be justified. 93.5% of respondents stated that the risk couldn't be justified, with 6.5% of respondents answering no. 

Question 9 – Who should be responsible if a pursuit goes wrong?
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Who should be responsible if a pursuit goes wrong?
. Number of responses: 31 responses.]
Figure 8 – Responsibility of errors
The final question posed to respondents was who should be held accountable if a police pursuit goes wrong. This question allowed for multiple choices to be entered. Respondents were also able to enter their own answer to the question if they so wished.
The following chapter, findings and conclusions, will compare the results of the research set out within this chapter with the literature already reviewed and analyse the results to achieve all the research objectives set out. 
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