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Understanding Social Entrepreneurship in the African Context: An Exploratory Review of Evidence from Nigeria

INTRODUCTION 
The word entrepreneurship, entrepreneur and small businesses have been in existence for many years, but people have diverse perspectives about them. They mean different things to different people depending on the context (Vecianna, 2008). Entrepreneurship can be perceived in terms of process, behaviour as well as outcomes (Stokes, Wilson & Mador, 2010); and they are the backbone of economic development for major countries all over the world. They play a significant role in alleviating poverty while acting as major drivers for social and economic change, particularly for emerging economies in Asia, South America and Africa (Audretsch & Thurik, 2001; Ihugba & Njoku, 2013)… It has therefore become imperative for developing economies such as Nigeria to refocus their attention on the potential role of entrepreneurs as the required change agents for these countries (Adeyeye, 2008; Wale-Oshinowo & Kuye, 2016). 
BACKGROUND 
While entrepreneurship is rightly identified as a major vehicle for economic growth, it needs to be considered and operationalised as a vehicle with the potential of creating values (e.g. social and environmental) that can simultaneously address the different dimensions of societal sustainability. The role that Social Entrepreneurship (SE) could play in this regard becomes worthy of consideration in the sense that SE extends the discussion and application of entrepreneurship to addressing social problems…Focusing on Nigeria, a significant economy and political force within the region, as done in this Chapter, provides a broad view of the nature of social entrepreneurship in the broader African (and potentially, wider African perspective) region. 190 Understanding Social Entrepreneurship in the African Context.
LITERATURE REVIEW 
Evolution of Social Entrepreneurship 
Social entrepreneurship is not new and can be traced to some early efforts at reducing social inequality. Such efforts included those spearheaded by notable individuals such as Robert Owen (1771-1858); Florence Nightingale (1820-1910); Henry Durant (1829-1910); William Booth (1829-1912); Frederick Olmstead (1822-1903); Maria Montessori (1870-1952) and John Muir (1838-1914) and others (see Nayab, 2011) that supported the less privileged in their own ways. These men and women practiced social entrepreneurship without necessarily describing their efforts in such terms... What does social entrepreneurship depict, we may ask? 
The Concept of Social Entrepreneurship 
Social entrepreneurship has diverse definitions (Martin and Osberg, 2007; Adeyeye, 2015). Wolke (2007) described social entrepreneurship as the practice of responding to market failures with innovative, transformative and sustainable interventions that are aimed at solving social problems through the nexus of the public, private and non-profit sectors. It is a response to the market failure that attributes less value to social improvements, provision of public wares and rendering assistance to people who cannot afford payment for needed services (Dees, 2006) …
Models of Social Entrepreneurship 
There are many models that can be employed in operating a viable social entrepreneurship but the most often used is the social innovation and social enterprise models. First is the social innovation model that is based on Schumpeter’s (1934) theory of innovation. It focuses on the social entrepreneur initiatives, that is, creativity and innovation. Social innovation is an innovative reaction to unresolved social problems and needs, which the government or market have not been able to handle successfully due to the resistance of the social challenges to orthodox solutions…
FINDINGS 
The findings are presented and discussed thematically under three sections; 1) Understanding of the Social Entrepreneurship concept and its nature in the Nigerian Context; 2) Application of Social Entrepreneurship in the Nigerian context, and; 3) The role of Social Enterprises in addressing poverty… 
Understanding of the Social Entrepreneurship Concept and Its Nature in the Nigerian Context
 Respondents’ accounts for the driver of entrepreneurship in the Nigerian context diverged along the quest for profit and need to solve social problems continuum. As evidenced in the following representative quote, some of the respondents consider survival (self-sustenance via profit yielding economic activity) as the core driver of entrepreneurship in Nigeria…
Application of Social Entrepreneurship in the Nigerian context 
The four respondents who identified themselves as Social Entrepreneurs are engaged in activities consistent with the assumptions of the two schools of thought discussed in the preceding section (i.e., social innovation and social enterprise). When discussing their own activities as well as those of other Social Entrepreneurs, the innovative and social dimensions of SE are captured in respondents’ accounts…
The Role of Social Enterprises in Addressing Poverty
 Respondents’ views on the role of SE for addressing poverty tie-in with those of Massarsky (2006) and Thompson et al, (2000) that Nigerian SEs generate subsidiary ‘earned- income’ for support, beside grants and subsidies to satisfy un-met needs that the Nigerian government will not or cannot meet. The findings from the study of Ghalwash et al., (2016) which explored the motivations for Egyptians entrepreneurs to start social ventures found similarly…
RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 
The role that the academic community (African and non-African) should play in enhancing understanding and applicability of Social Entrepreneurship for specific nationality contexts cannot be overemphasised. This chapter’s findings and discussions, it is hoped, flag up the need for more studies in this area, particularly those that identify and categorise the different dimensions of existing shared/social value creation initiatives in different sectors, industries etc… using quantitative approaches that make generalisation possible can help ascertain the extent that some of the findings apply to wider populations. 
CONCLUSION 
This chapter has explored the nature of entrepreneurship in Nigerian and broader African context, including the potential role that social entrepreneurship can play in addressing social, most especially poverty in Nigeria and other developing African countries.
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