Essay Plan (1000 words)
Working Title: The Women’s Peace Petition of 1923-1924 and its Lasting Impact on International Relations. 
Introduction:
Introduce the League of Nations and overview:
Define the League of Nations 1920 to 1946 as the first global intergovernmental organisation aimed at collective security and disarmament (The United Nations, 2025).
 Petition context:
Introduced the 1923-1924 Welsh women's peace petition as a grassroots diplomatic effort to pressure the US to join the League of Nations. 
Thesis:
To argue that the petition is an example of how marginalised groups such as women, shaped international relations through transnational activism despite structural limitations.
The League of Nations foundations and limitations:
· Origins from Woodrow Wilson's 14-point plan and post-World War One idealism.
· Its structure, assembly, council, secretariat and mandates system.
Why did it exist?
· To prevent future wars through collective security and arbitration.
· What are its limitations? - it had no military force, and it relied on member cooperation.
· Its founding members (42 nations) later expansions (63 total).
· There were key absences such as the US which weekend its legitimacy.
US reluctance and its implications:
· Why was the US unwilling to join - isolationism, public aversion to European entanglements post-World War 2.
· Political opposition - senate rejection of the Treaty of Versailles 1919.
· Scepticism to the world's collective security versus unilateralism.
· Impact on efficacy - reduced financial and moral support.
Lord David Davies: architect of Welsh internationalism:
· Involvement and influence
· Advocacy for the League of Nations Union in Wales.
· Financial and ideological support for The Temple of Peace 1938.
· Provided institutional backing to the Welsh women's activism.
· Influence of his sisters Margaret and Gwendoline’s activism and contributions.
· Co-founding Welsh League of Nations Union with Gwilym Davies.




Gwilym Davies
· In 1911 he co-founded the Welsh School for Social Services
· Co- founded the council for the League of Nations Union in 1922 and serving as its director till 1945.
· Remembers for his initiating the 1922 peace message from the youth of Wales to the youth of the world which is still broadcast every year on the 18th of May.
· Suggested and was a driving force behind the 1924-24 peace petition.
The women's peace petition campaign
· Who were the Welsh women? Annie Hughes Griffiths, Mary Ellis, Elined Prys, Gladys Thomas (middle class activists linked to suffrage movements)
· What activism were they part of prior to the petition?
· Demographics, 390,296 signature is across rural and urban Wales.
· Authentically inclusive grassroots activism.
· Why were they involved?
· Post suffrage political agency 1918 representation of the people act.
· Maternal pacifism, women's natural peacemakers.
Mobilisation strategies
· The church networks and Chapel communities.
· Collaboration with Welsh League of Nations Union and trade unions.
Why involve the women specifically?
· Gendered peace activism - leveraging moral authority as mothers and caregivers.
· Transatlantic solidarity - learning from the US women's peace party (1915) and the suffrage movements of the U.S women. 
Transatlantic diplomacy - Welsh and American women
· Who were the American women? - League of Women Voters leaders: Carrie Chapman-Catt, Jane Adams, Ruth Morgan, Elenor Roosevelt, Harriet Burton Lees Laidlaw?
· What did they contribute before and after the petition?
· They shared a strategic alliance: shared goals of disarmament and suffrage.
The 1924 US Tour:
· Presentation to President Coolidge, while important, not the main goal of the delegate, the main goal was to connect with women in U.S peace and suffrage movements to place pressure to join the League of Nations. 
· The Luncheon at Baltimore Hotel, the importance of who attended and the speech given by Annie Hughes Griffiths.
· Their travels and connections with the Welsh diaspora and women’s peace movements.
· Press coverage - mixed reactions -praise v isolationist criticism.



Outcomes and legacy
· Immediate outcomes - failed US league membership but elevated women's diplomatic roles.
· Influenced contributed to the establishment of the National Committee on the Cause and Cure of War (CCCW).
· Lasting impact - Temple of peace archives preservation of the petition as a symbol of grassroots diplomacy.
· Modern parallels: influence on the UN secretary council resolution 1325 (women in peace building)
· Improvements in contemporary peace building.
Structural barriers.
· Structural barriers such as gender quotas in international institutions (only 16% of peace negotiators are women, a decrease from 2020) 
· War often seen as a way for men to prove their strength and toughness, linking masculinity closely to violence and aggression.
· Women often face violence and are forced into certain roles because of patriarchal ideas that use their suffering to control and weaken communities.
· War strengthens traditional gender roles, keeping men in power and women as victims, which makes it harder for women to have a voice and for society to move past violence.
· Reflections on peace and women’s movements are routinely forgotten histories and are a continuous struggle. 
·  The glory, valour and tragedy of men at war cannot be a forgotten history and is championed and perpetuated by the patriarchal militaristic system. 
conclusion 
· Reiterate the petition's role in expanding conceptions of diplomatic agency.
· Reflect on lessons for addressing modern challenges e.g. climate justice, women’s continued struggle for rights and representation, arbitration and nuclear disarmament.
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