Terrorism Assignment 1 - DRAFT for similarity score


Between 1970 and 2019 there has been over 3400 deaths as a result from terrorism in the UK alone as stated by House of Commons Library (2021) with the majority of the deaths being before 1990, despite this the counter terrorism legislation was only created in 2000 with the Terrorism Act (2000). The Terrorism Act (2000) defines terrorism as causing serious violence against a person, serious damage to a property, creating a serious risk of health and safety to the public and more for a political, religious, racial or ideological cause. This definition is only applicable for the UK. Currently there is no international definition for terrorism which can lead to conflictions as described by Ganor (2018) who believes if an international definition of terrorism is not created and agreed upon nations cannot effectively combat rising terrorist attacks. Defining a group as a terrorist organisation is extremely difficult as put simply it depends on who you ask as Ganor (2018) expresses the USA are supporting the Kurdish Peoples Protection Units who are defined as a terrorist organisation in Turkey. Furthermore, Russia is currently in combat with the Congress of the Peoples who they deem a terrorist organisation however the Congress of Peoples is not defined a terrorist organisation to the USA. There are many, many examples of conflicting definitions of terrorism, reinforcing the fact it depends on who you ask. Another complication in defining a group as a terrorist organisation is the cliché of one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter which creates a contrast of good, being a freedom fighter and evil, being a terrorist. However, despite this statement being used and analysed widely it is an extremely simplified part of a much wider, more complex issue as Wikan (2018) conveys, the statement suggests that being a terrorist and a freedom fighter are the same thing and in essence is attempting to justify terrorism as fighting for freedom, the statement also suggests all freedom fighters are terrorists and vice-versa. However, as stated by Wikan (2018) freedom fighters don’t terrorise populations into submission or attack innocent civilians thus making the statement invalid. Despite these conflicts and calls for an international definition for terrorism some people argue that an international definition is simply unnecessary. As Greene (2017) indicates there is no necessity for a deductive definition for terrorism as its possible to employ a multi-definitional approach. Furthermore, if an international definition is created does it take priority over state definitions such as the UKs own definition? Currently it is clear that the definition of terrorism is different in each country as it is subjective and can support the goals of the country for example the UK’s definition has no distinction between terrorists and freedom fighters as they had issues with the Irish Republican Army (IRA) whereas some Arab countries have a completely opposite stance in a way to justify the conflict between Israel and Palestine.

As the issue of defining terrorism is clearly very prevalent another issue arises of who is a terrorist and who decides who or what a terrorist is. For example, Al Qaeda who were the organisation responsible for the 2001 9/11 attacks on the world trade centre and pentagon are officially a terrorist organisation according to the US list of terrorist organisations. However, to truly define the organisation as terrorists we must first understand their ideology and goals to accomplish this, we must understand how Al Qaeda was established. Firstly, as Riedel (2008) conveys Al Qaeda’s leaders were Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri who became terrorists after trying to peacefully end the Arab-Israeli conflict which would leave Israel in the hands of the Muslim world. However, after these efforts failed to come into fruition it was clear the way to undo the wrongs against the Arab world was to destroy Israel, this would be no easy task as Israel were protected by the USA and the UK meaning the only way to destroy Israel would be to drive the allied forces out of the country. Thus, creating Al Qaeda and subsequently declaring war on the US and UK respectively. Al Qaeda and bin Laden then continually threatened the US as described by CRS (2005) throughout the 90’s bin Laden released statements and video propaganda where he threatens the US as they are leading a crusade against Islamic nations, furthermore bin Laden urged Muslims to find a leader and to defend themselves against the US who were in his opinion, declaring war on Islam. Bin Laden and al-Zawahiri clearly had dark intentions as outlined by (Gunaratna 2002 P.225) al-Zawahiri published a book post 9/11 where he describes extremist tactics including inflicting maximum casualties to the West as violence is the only language they understand. Similarly, as outlined by Shah (2018) bin Laden had violent intentions toward Americans also as he calls upon every Muslim to kill Americans civilian and military. Bin Laden believes Muslims should be obligated to kill Americans until there is no religion but Allah. Bin Laden also spoke about tactics used during 9/11 as expressed by the US Department of State (2009) bin Laden clearly expressed his optimism in achieving the maximum casualties and how he hoped the building would collapse.
Al Qaeda’s main goal as translated by The Harmony Program (2002) is to establish an Islamic regime and to restore the Islamic caliphate. Al Qaeda have identified three main political goals as conveyed by CRS (2005), one being Islamic states to be governed by sharia law outlined in the Quran, meaning abolishing any man-made law as Al Qaeda believe it contradicts Islamic faith. The second political goal is establishing control of Islamic nations by liberating them from every aggressor al-Zawahiri believes taking control of the Islamic states and controlling their resources is vital. Al Qaeda’s third main political goal is to create a democracy where people can choose their leaders but also overthrow leaders who violate Islamic rules and laws. Al Qaeda as shown by The Harmony Program (2002) believe they are freedom fighters and not terrorists suggesting they believe what they are doing is good and simply for the will of Allah.
The methodology used by Al Qaeda to achieve their goals was not through peaceful means, with many attacks being carried out throughout the 90’s and early 2000’s Al Qaeda committed many vicious attacks across the world including the bombing US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 as described by the FBI (2021) killing 24 people. Following these attacks, the threat of an attack on American soil was clear then 3 years later came the attacks on the World Trade Centre and Pentagon on Tuesday, 11th September 2001 now commonly referred to as the 9/11 attack. As discussed, by the 9/11 commission report (2004) flights American 11 and American 175 were hijacked by groups of men who proceeded to take control of each plane by using knives and pepper spray. At approximately 8:19 Am the cockpit of Flight American 11 were not responding to the flight crew. At 8:44 Am it was reported by one of the flight crew that the plane was rapidly descending. Then at approximately 8:46 Am Flight American 11 was crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center killing everyone onboard and an unknown number of people in the tower. Flight American airlines 175 was hijacked between 8:42 – 8:46 Am shortly after at 8:58 the flight began heading toward New York City and at 9:03 Am, American Airlines flight 175 crashed into the south tower of the World Trade Center killing all onboard plus an unknown number of people in the tower. Furthermore, flight American 77 was hijacked at approximately between 8:51 Am and 8:54 Am then later at 9:37 Am flight American 77 crashed while travelling 530 miles per hour, into the US department of defence headquarters commonly known as the Pentagon killing all on board and additionally many civilian and military personnel in the Pentagon. Often forgotten there was a fourth plane hijacked in during the 9/11 attacks, flight United Airlines 93. Flight 93 was hijacked after the first two flights hit the world trade centre. At approximately 9:28 Am the hijackers attacked and took control of the aircraft, they then began heading toward Washington D.C capital of the United States. At approximately 9:57 the passengers of flight 93 began to assault the hijackers intending to take control of the aircraft back from the hijackers resulting in the plane manoeuvring erratically in an attempt to stop the assault. Then at 10:02 Am the plane descended towards the ground at 580 miles per hour into an empty field in Pennsylvania around 20 minutes away from Washington D.C. The hijackers intended to fly the plane into a symbol of American freedom such as the white house however the assault launched by the passengers stopped the hijackers from going further.
Another infamous Al Qaeda attack was the bombing of USS Cole as expressed by FBI (2021) on October 12th, 2000, less than a year before 9/11. suicide bombers blew up a small boat next to USS Cole a naval destroyer in Yemen as the USS Cole was refuelling. The attack resulted in a 40-foot-wide hole being blasted into the side of USS Cole killing 17 Sailors and injuring many more. The FBI investigated this attack and concluded it was a terrorist attack by Al Qaeda. The official FBI labelling this a terrorist attack causes confusion and brings us back to the first point of what is a terrorist attack? As hypothetically if the navy destroyer was from the British navy, then yes according to the UK’s definition of terrorism this would be applicable and would definitively be labelled a terrorist attack. However, the USA’s definition of a terrorist attack is vaguer as in the official United States Code (2021) the definition of terrorism is premeditated, politically motivated violence aimed at non-combatants. Using this definition, the 9/11 attacks can be labelled terrorist attacks as it was premeditated, politically motivated and aimed and non-combatants or civilians. However, the USS Cole bombings which as reiterated IS a terrorist attack according to the FBI does not fit the definition of terrorism as despite it being premediated and politically motivated it was NOT aimed at non-combatants as it was aimed at the United States military, therefore it cannot be labelled a terrorist attack.
Al Qaeda are undoubtedly the most notorious and feared organisation in history primarily due to the 9/11 attacks which even today two decades later is still relevant in the fight against terrorism. Since 9/11 Al Qaeda have been struck heavily as described by the US Department of State (2009) US president George W. Bush declared a war on terror just days in the aftermath of 9/11. The war on terror aims to destroy all forms of terrorism. A worldwide coalition was built to fight terrorism which within the first 100 days since the war on terrorism was declared began to force Al Qaeda out of their main base in Afghanistan, disrupted Al Qaeda’s global operations and destroyed Al Qaeda training camps. Two years later in 2003 Al Qaeda had lost significant strategic positions as reported by the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (2003), Al Qaeda has lost Afghanistan and multiple key leaders throughout the organisation their effectiveness and infrastructure had suffered tremendously, however despite this Al Qaeda remained a threat to national security as their notoriety among the world remained prevalent Al Qaeda would attack locally through other organisations. Furthermore, as they’re a multinational organisation with operatives in Iran to Kenya all the way to Latin American countries they are incredibly diverse posing a problem for the international community to tackle. Due to the versatility of Al Qaeda, the attacks from the US and its allies only slowed them down as they evolved into the modern age and began using the Internet to communicate as conveyed by ADL (2021) the internet was compensation for the loss of land and being driven out of Afghanistan as it still allowed them to plan attacks and recruit new fighters. The internet also gave Al Qaeda new ways to spread their message through propaganda videos showing attacks and describing themselves as freedom fighters fighting for the good of their religion. The 9/11 attacks took place 2 decades ago and since then despite continuing to be a threat Al Qaeda have not been the threat they once were however as expressed by HM Government (2011) Al Qaeda are still one of the biggest threats to national security and due to their notoriety in the world they are almost impossible to destroy.
As discussed previously it is near impossible to define terrorism on an international scale simply because it depends on who you ask therefore it can be said that there, in theory, is no such thing as a terrorist simply because no one can ultimately define one. However, Al Qaeda’s rise to power and notoriety through hate and violence cannot be defined as anything else, with their leader's preaching violence and remorselessly praying for innocent people to die simply because they have different beliefs it would be difficult to label them as anything but terrorists, despite there not being an international definition for terrorism the majority of countries on the globe define Al Qaeda as terrorists albeit in their own unique ways including the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) which consists of 30 member in of itself, therefore, if there is any organisation that could fit an international description for terrorism Al Qaeda are it. In the future with growing demand for an international definition to be created there may be a definitive way to label someone a terrorist which the international community agrees on however with conflicting politics and cultures throughout the globe this feat may be unlikely.
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