Seminar questions

Plato’s allegory of the cave

· What does the ascent from the cave represent?
· Who do the prisoners represent? What does Plato think of their worldview?
· Who do the people who walk behind wall, holding up objects, represent?
· What do the shadows represent?
· Who does the person who escapes or is dragged through the cave represent?
· How is one to leave the cave and progress to the intelligible realm?  (How is one to leave the world of opinion and progress to the intelligible realm?)
· What do you think Plato is concerned with in this epistemological ascent? What is his main interest in regards to the epistemological ascent of man?
· Do you think Plato insults ordinary experience?
· Can we understand the allegory by making an analogy with the modern world?

