Overviews
Descartes occupies a key position in the history of Western philosophy. For an excellent general survey of the course of Western philosophy since Descartes see Roger Scruton, Modern Philosophy: an Introduction and Survey. John Cottingham, The Rationalists is a good general introduction to the thought of Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz. (Be careful to distinguish this from another book by Cottingham, Rationalism.) 

Descartes texts
1637       Discourse on Method
1641       Meditations on First Philosophy*
               Objections and Replies to Meditations
1644       The Principles of Philosophy
1649       The Passions of the Soul

Books on Descartes
Of the many books that focus specifically on Descartes, I would recommend in particular the following:
Anthony Kenny, Descartes: A Study of his Philosophy
J. Cottingham, Descartes (Published by Blackwell. He has also produced a very brief introduction with the same title.)
Gary Hatfield, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Descartes and the Meditations 
B. Williams, Descartes: The Project of Pure Enquiry (See also his article on ‘Descartes’ 
      in The Encyclopaedia of Philosophy for a useful overview.)
Of these, Kenny is the best introductory texts. Williams is philosophically very rich, but also a good bit tougher going.

Some internet resources:
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/  Texts of all primary reading for module
http://www.philosophyonline.co.uk/desnew/desframe1.htm  Course on the Meditations
http://www.iep.utm.edu/d/descarte.htm   Internet Encyclopedia entry on Descartes


