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Pain (2014) defines terrorism as ‘related attempts to exert political control through fear’. Over the years, there have been many famous incidents and so-called attempts to exert and gain control through uses of violence, terror and fear from many terrorist organisations and groups. However, Ganor (2002) states that ‘one person’s terrorism is another person’s freedom fighter’. The purpose of this essay will be to determine whether or not a chosen group which will be determining whether or not the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and its groups in this instance and looking at if the term ‘terrorist’ can really be applied to them. A brief background on the IRA according to Riches and Palmowski (2019) is that the ‘the origin of the IRA are found to be in the Irish Republican Brotherhood, founded in Dublin and New York in 1958’. Famous incidents that the IRA have been a part of include ‘Bloody Sunday’ on the 30th January 1972, ‘Bloody Friday’ on the 21st July 1972 and the ‘Hunger Strike’ in 1981 to name a few. These are examples that will be used in this essay to help answer the question as to whether or not again the term ‘terrorist’ can be applied to them. 
As important as it is for the purpose of this essay, to know what terrorism is and to keep the definition of it in the back of our minds, it is also important to reflect upon and refer back to the phrase ‘freedom fighter’. This could however, present a false dichotomy as it is possible to be a freedom fighter and a terrorist at the same time as going back to Ganor (2002) and their famous quote and how they reveal here that either one could perhaps be interpreted for one another.  According to Bolt (2001) a freedom fighter is someone who has been ‘deprived of something important, such as a homeland, and their struggle is to obtain or gain it back’. This is an important term and definition to begin off the main body here as if we are to look at what the aim of the IRA is, what they are trying to accomplish and their ideology, according to Rebello (n.d) ‘since the formation of the IRA, they have been fighting to separate Britain from Ireland and have gone to extensive lengths to get their points across’. Rebello goes onto to reveal ‘the group believe in a free and independent Ireland’. From this alone and in response to the aim of this essay, we can already make an assumption early on that the IRA are more freedom fighters than terrorism without going into too much detail as again, going back to what a freedom fighter is based on Bolt (2001) and their definition of the term, a freedom fighter is someone who is fighting to regain or gain more authority over a homeland and comparing this with the motives of the IRA, this would lead us to believe early on here that the term ‘terrorist’ cannot be applied to them here based on their ideology. Following on from this this claim, is Van Assche (2009) who states that the IRA ‘attack their country’s government institutions because their family and friends have socialized them to hate the dominant groups’ and that groups such as the IRA ‘emerge because of the historical/cultural/political/economic context’ which would again then as a result, only further lead us to believe that the IRA could be interpreted as more of a ‘freedom fighter’ group than ‘terrorists’ as their members’ motives are purely based on historical context which relates back to Ireland wanting independence from the United Kingdom. In addition to this, ‘Mandelson says Provisional IRA are freedom fighters’ (2001) is an article where the self-explanatory title describes what a former Northern Ireland secretary believed and that due to the IRA engaging in the political process side of things they should be referred to as more ‘freedom fighters’ than perhaps ‘terrorists’ and that as a result, Mandelson says they ‘should no longer be seen in the same light as al-Qaeda and its leader Osama Bin Laden’. However, later on in the article, Theresa May rebuffed this claim stating that she could not see how anyone ‘could describe the IRA as anything other than a terrorist organisation’. Kane (2017) supports May in the belief that the IRA are a terrorist group by also saying how it was ‘impossible’ for him to believe that the IRA were not a terrorist group as well as Gerry Adams, an Irish republican who has been linked with the IRA, being a ‘spokesmen for terror’. ‘McGuiness was a freedom fighter not a terrorist’ (2017) is an article however, where Gerry Adams himself declared Martin McGuiness who was a former leader of the IRA not to be a terrorist after his death. 
To now take the contrasting side of this argument as opposed to what so far has been the suggestion by sources that the IRA are more ‘freedom fighters’ than ‘terrorists’, we can look at famous incidents where the IRA have been involved in to declare whether or not the term ‘terrorist’ can be applied to the IRA. For the first example here of an incident we could look at would be Bloody Friday on the 21st July in 1972 where the IRA detonated 20 bombs which resulted in the death of many British military personnel as well as many civilians. Coming back now to what the definition of terrorism is using a different definition for this case coming from Enders and Sandler (2012), ‘terrorism is the premeditated use or threat to use violence by individuals or subnational groups to obtain a political or social objective’. This definition here could definitely be applied to the events of what happened in Bloody Friday in 1972 as to achieve their motives, the IRA used both violence and terror which resulted in the fatalities of many and from this, we could in turn label the IRA as terrorists as opposed to other terms such as ‘freedom fighters’. In addition to this Empey (2017) who was not working too far away yet witnessed first-hand the event that occurred on July 21st 1972 stated that ‘Bloody Friday was textbook terrorism’ and that it was ‘designed around terror’ as well as finally stating ‘you would not do it for any other reason’ in regards to wanting to cause terror. As previously stated, this case alone would lead us to believe that at this event, the main aim of the IRA was to cause violence, terror and chaos and therefore being associated more with the term ‘terrorist’ rather than anything else. 
Of course, when at the end of this essay attempting to make a decision as to whether or not the IRA can be judged to be titled as a terrorist group it is important to remember here that this on the basis of the Provisional IRA (PIRA). However, as previously mentioned this does not rule out the previous versions of the IRA can also too not be deemed to be a terrorist organisation as well. Another argument supporting the reasoning for the term of the group being a ‘terrorists’ would be the events that occurred in 1979 where members of the P     IRA assassinated Lord Louis Mountbatten. Kennedy (2020) states that this was done as an act of defiance against the United Kingdom as they ‘waged a terror campaign to drive British forces from Northern Ireland’. Once again, the term ‘freedom fighter’ here could be used as this was all done in an attempt to separate the United Kingdom from Northern Ireland. However, with these cases it is important to look more at the methodology rather than the ideology as the IRA’s tactics and campaign to achieve their aims was done through causing both fear and terror. Kennedy also states the numbers of those who lost their lives by the time of when the Good Friday Agreement in 1998 had happened where British and Irish governments had agreed on how Northern Ireland should be governed. Kennedy states that all the events leading up to this agreement and for the IRA to achieve their goals, ‘more than 3,600 people had died’. Other events similar to the one that happened with the assassination of Mountbatten would be the attempted assassination on Margaret Thatcher orchestrated by the IRA where a detonated bomb killed three people which is better known as the ‘Brighton hotel bombing’ in 1984. Once again here, we would have to make the link and say that these incidents mentioned are examples of terror and chaos being caused regardless of whether it is politically driven or not. Horgan and Taylor (2007) also label the PIRA as ‘one of the most highly organised and sophisticated terrorist groups the world has ever seen.’ Nimmons (2017) further explains some of the PIRA’s methods where ‘many were tortured before execution, and it has been acknowledged that false confessions were beaten out of those falsely accused.’ Of course, going right back to Pain (2014) and their definition of what terrorism is which is to ‘exert political control through fear’, we could confidently assume that this is exactly the type of behaviour that is seen here. Aside from this and other examples where similar behaviour to this has been seen include Nimmons and them commenting on how women and children were also shot for ‘violating PIRA directives’ as they did not abide by the PIRA’s rules and not succumbing to their control. Nimmons in the article, also comments saying that indeed the PIRA were a ‘vertical terrorist organisation’. Nimmons also reveals that the PIRA ‘attempted to create no go areas for the police and the British Army’ and how this as a result allowed ‘terrorists freedom of movement and ability to control inner-city areas and rural townlands’ indicating to us here that not only were the PIRA endeavouring to create terrorist acts in the United Kingdom, but as well that they allowed for the possibility of a higher chance of other terrorism being caused elsewhere from separate groups and organisations. 
In a newspaper article by Borders (1981) titled ‘IRA gunmen slay a protestant MP’ this again would be the type of actions we would assertively associate with terrorist behaviour. As to whether or not the IRA and their actions and methods could be justifiable through the Just War Theory, Shanahan (2008) states ‘its armed struggle was not justified according to the principles of the Just War Theory’ telling us what they did, what they were fighting for and how they went about it cannot be interpreted as ‘war’ which leads us to only further believe that the IRA as a whole in most cases is a terrorist organisation. Yet another example of the word ‘terrorist’ being given to the PIRA comes from Van Voris (1975) claiming that the PIRA are ‘the best known of several guerrilla terrorist organisations’ and that the ‘Provisionals are defining the limits of guerrilla terrorism’. In regards to what the term ‘guerrilla terrorism’ means, Van Voris describes them as people who ‘make unpredictable strikes and avoid confrontation with their enemies; they aim to destroy an enemy with their own emotions of confusion, exhaustion, fear’ which is exactly the type of detail or description that we would use to describe major and famous terrorist attacks and the atmosphere that these groups want to create in events that have happened over the years as the PIRA appear to have used the same exact approach. 
In conclusion to answering the overall question as to whether or not the term ‘terrorist’ can be used to describe the IRA in particular the Provisional Irish Republican Army, it would be very reasonable to assume that they are indeed a terrorist group as gathering all pieces of evidence such as their reasoning, their methodology behind what they were trying to achieve resembles very heavily what we expect when we hear about the details of modern day terrorism. As well as this, whilst looking at multiple definitions from different sources and their opinion on what the word ‘terrorism’ actually means, the PIRA fall very much into that category. Briefly touching upon the phrase ‘freedom fighter’ again, we can in some instances say they are simply doing this to regain or have more control over a homeland as Ganor (2002) and their famous quote.   However, despite this and regardless of whether or not this could be used to describe their ideology and methods, it is important to remember that you can be both of these labels which is why all things considered, it is very hard to argue that the term ‘terrorist’ does not apply to the IRA. Ganor does mention later on that the term ‘freedom fighter’ can only be used to an extent as a terrorist ‘deliberately targets civilians’ and how due to this ‘a terrorist organisation can no longer claim to be freedom fighters’ which looking at some of their famous incidents has most certainly been the case in regards to the events of Bloody Friday and how many people were killed as well as at the assassination on Lord Mountbatten attempted murder of Margaret Thatcher. Finally, in addition to the groups already mentioned in the IRA, Gregory (2010) also lists two IRA separate groups in Real and Continuity IRA who Gregory says, ‘still practice terrorism and remain on the EU’s and the State Department’s terrorist group lists as recently as 2009’. In regards to the IRA overall, Gregory also mentions how the ‘British Home Office lists any group under the IRA name, as well as various splinter organisations, as proscribed terrorist groups’ meaning that the United Kingdom’s main department which is responsible for dealing with security and law and order in the country no matter the group, their history, their ideology or methodology is taken into account and all groups associated with the IRA fall into the category of being a terrorist group.  
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