
“A non-biased jury: do they really exist?”

In this essay we will tackle this question whilst providing credible sources to back up my points for both the perspective of yes, they do exist and no they don’t exist of this question and will then conclude with a final statement along with more supporting evidence.
A jury in its most basic sense is a group of 12 people and can be up to 15 if the case is expected to last more than 2 months, that have been called by the courts to sit and listen to mostly criminal cases and some cases in civil court however a jury will never be present if the alleged offender is a minor. The jurors have the responsibility of deciding whether the offender is guilty or not guilty of whatever offence they have been charged with they will make this decision with the knowledge presented by the prosecution and defence. (Citizen’s information,2021).
 Those selected for jury duty are also subject to very strict rules for the duration of the trial the biggest example of this would be that they are not allowed to do any outside research about the defendants and the case under s.20A of the juries’ act 1974. As this could be seen to have influenced their decision should they read about it from sources that could be biased therefore making themselves biased whether consciously or subconsciously. The only time a jury may speak freely about the case is when they are all in the jury room together if any of these jurors were to ignore these rules, they could find themselves in contempt of court and could go to prison, get a fine or both. (University of law 2023). After listening to the cases put forward in court the jury will be sent to the jury room by the judge to decide upon their verdict of guilty or not guilty. Should the jury not reach a decision on the first day they are allowed to leave freely but are however instructed not to talk about the case with anyone to not risk the integrity of their verdict, when deciding their verdict a jury’s decision must be unanimous despite this there may be time where a jury are simply unable to decide and in that case after the time limit has passed a judge can pass a majority verdict however this still requires at least a 10-2 balance if it were a standard 12 person jury.(Defence-barrister 2023).
 To qualify for jury duty in the UK you must be at least 18 years old and under 76 years old along with this you must have registered as a parliamentary or a local government elector and you must have lived in the UK for at least 5 years after you were 13 years of age under s.1A of the juries’ act 1974. Despite these standards some people can still be disqualified or ineligible from having to serve jury duty, this can be for many reasons for example you will be ineligible for jury selection due to past convictions or if they are on bail this also applies to if you have been placed on probation within the last 5 years. (nidirect,2020). The biggest issues juries are facing at the present time is trying to remain completely impartial and give the defendant the fairest trial possible. Normally this would not be such a big issue however now that we are moving into a more digital age it is becoming harder to remain impartial and avoid articles on the internet and the opinions of other people.
 A great example of this would be attorney general v Fraill and Stewart (2011) where Joanne Fraill pleaded guilty to contempt of court after allowing a massive drug trial collapse due to her Facebook messaging a defendant that had already been acquitted from the trial. Along with this Joanne had also been conducting her own research into a co-defendant whilst the jury was still deliberating due to this breach of her oath a judge gave her eight months in prison for her misconduct. (The Guardian 2011). 


This case serves as a massive reminder that the digital age can very easily bias a jury and make a case null and void simply down to the actions of a few other jurors which can call into question the integrity of an entire trial, however despite this being a digital age there can be many sources of bias that a juror must avoid a great example of this is the press and newspapers which can be notorious for their bias and a perfect example of this would be during the trial of Venables and Thompson who were responsible for the murder of an infant boy. The lawyers for the 11-year-old boys at the time of the trial claimed that the adult venue and publicity surrounding their trial undermined their chances of receiving a free trial therefore breaching their rights. The European court of human rights agreed and awarded the boys a total sum of £44,000. (The Guardian ,1999). 

One thing not yet considered when talking about bias in the digital age is the effect that tv shows and true crime documentaries have had on everyday people, whilst yes this is another form of media, we are able to differentiate this as crime tv shows as they are a clear work of fiction and heavily dramatized whereas crime documentaries are mostly based in facts and actual records of what happened. These shows and documentaries are causing a fascination with all thing’s crime amongst the public, this whilst good for tv directors can only be a bad thing for prosecutors as people may start to believe that they are able to know more prompting them to engage in their own research.

 A prime example of this would be the ongoing case in America of 4 Idaho students who were slain in their home, the internet was quick to jump to conclusions with many people on social media turning sleuths to try and solve this case before the police. Many going so far as to name suspects within days of the killings and to name and shame them in the court of public opinion with some going as far as to email colleges and even family members of who they believed did it. (Pennock,2022). Despite this case being in America it still shows a very strong and dangerous precedent that is forming in the modern era that anyone sat at home can accuse someone in the public eye and as of yet have little to no repercussions, this is especially dangerous when talking about a potentially bias jury as if this precedent were to continue anyone called up for jury duty could already have a pre conceived notion of who has done it therefore creating a unfair trial. 
In conclusion of this essay, we look back at the question “A non-biased jury: do they really exist?” and after the points that have been presented it is very hard to draw a final conclusion as there are so many opinions for either side despite this there is no doubting that with the current age and reliance on technology for all things information and news that a non-biased jury will start becoming rarer and rarer as more of the general population allow the opinions of others to cloud their judgement and prevent many from a fair and even trail therefore no a non-biased jury does not exist.
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