
Based on evidence from current research and policy as well as on data gathered from a group questionnaire, critically discuss an inclusive approach to supporting the needs of a particular group of pupils.  Focus on one specific learning difficulty, disability or additional need for your discussion. Use ICT skills developed within the module to present your findings.
Supporting children with additional learning needs is an area that is constantly changing, and it is a challenge that every practitioner will face during their teaching career. In Wales organisations such as ERW have the goal to “deliver a fair and fully inclusive educational system” in which practitioners have the skills to be able to adapt learning so that children with additional learning needs can reach their full potentials. One in 5 learners in schools have an additional learning needs (national assembly for Wales 2015). However, the training for practitioners for children with additional learning needs is not at the standard that it needs to be at to ensure that all learners with additional learning needs can reach their full potential. This is seen as an issue by the Welsh government and action is being put in place as there is a new code of practice that has been drafted, to make the curriculum more accessible and more inclusive for children with additional learning needs. 
Dyslexia is categorised as a specific learning need not an additional learning need as it causes issues with abilities use d for learning such as reading and writing. Dyslexia also effects pupils emotionally, behaviourally, and socially. Due to this it is important that children with dyslexia are encouraged and are completing tasks with the help and support that is needed to make them feel comfortable in their own learning. It also effects organisation, memory, and processing skills. Due to this it is also important that children with dyslexia are fully aware and understand what the activities and tasks are asking them to do. Dyslexia is completely different for every single individual. It is one of the most common learning needs for children in mainstream schools. One in 10 children are diagnosed with dyslexia which proves that it is a learning need in which many children need support to be able to reach their full potential. Many children are not diagnosed with dyslexia until they reach comprehensive school, which then gives them less opportunity than the other children, as they weren’t given the resources and support needed to help them gain as much base knowledge as possible which they will then need to expand on in comprehensive schools, so they are already set back compared to other children. This is a big issue with children with dyslexia as something as mall as different coloured paper can completely change a child’s learning experience, which ty are perhaps not getting because of lack of funding in the area of dyslexia, which means not as many children get the screening tests.
In regard to this assignment we created and sent out a questionnaire to a variety of schools in the local area. (Debois,S 2019) There are many advantages to using a questionnaire to gain information. They are inexpensive and are easily accessible which allows you to create and send out your questionnaire without spending money, and also it is a  method doesn’t take long to create. Questionnaires are also a practical way to gather data it allows you to target a specific audience, in the case of this questionnaire it allowed us to target practitioners and other professionals that work with children with dyslexia. It also allows the freedom to choose different types of questions, whereas its open- ended or multiple choice. It also provides easy visualisation and actionable data, as it is easy to turn the data from a questionnaire to chart and graphs, which then makes the information easy to analyse. (Wright,K 2005) Another advantage of questionnaires is that you can gain responses quickly, within a few days you can gather all the information that you need to be able to start analysing results. However, there are also disadvantages to questionnaires, for example the way people understand and perceive the questions can vary. The question can be perceived in a different way to the way that it was intended to be. This can lead to skewed results; however, this is a problem that could be resolved with short, concise questions that ae easy to answer. The next disadvantage of questionnaires is unanswered question, as the respondent has the option of choosing to not answer a specific question. This can provide issues as the responses won’t be consistent throughout the questionnaire. A questionnaire also can’t fully capture the meaning of what someone is trying to say or convey the emotions. This can be avoided by using a rating scale, or a Likert scale as they allow you to see how strongly someone agrees or disagrees. This allows the data to become more invaluable.
First I had to complete initial research on dyslexia, while other members of the group looked at other additional learning needs such as ADHD, Autism and Looked after children. This initial research allowed me to look at how pupils are supported with dyslexia, and how dyslexia effects different pupils. From this as a group we decided to look at dyslexia as a topic and all looked at specific ways in which it effected pupils and how practitioners supported pupils. We chose this topic as is is a very common specific learning need, and by looking into it would allow us to gain a greater knowledge of dyslexia and how to support children with dyslexia. Based on this research we then created a questionnaire following the general data protection regulation, to make sure that what we were sending out was safe and ethical. The questionnaire was also completely anonymous, which allows it to be safe for the respondents, to express their thoughts on topics without knowing who said what. The information and results that were gathered in the assignment are only going to be used in this assignment, which is also to make respondents feel comfortable with participating in our questionnaire. This also increases the chances of more accurate data. 
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We sent the questionnaire was sent out to a number of different authorities, and the responses that we received were from 5 different counties. (Figure 1) This is beneficial as it allows us to see how similar the responses from the respondents. If the responses vary greatly it shows that there are many of different views and ways of supporting children with specific learning needs. It can also show the similarities that are between each county.
Figure 2
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In Wales there is no set age for when children are screened to check whether a child has the characteristics of a child with dyslexia. In many schools' children with dyslexia are sometimes categorised as lower ability and many children aren’t fully diagnosed until they leave primary school. (figure 1) In looking at the responses from the first question shows that there is no set system for when children are screened or if they are screened. There is a significant variation with the responses. The ages that children are screened are in the range of 4-11 from the responses. This is a significant age gap and these results show that there is an inconsistency with the age that children get screened. Also due to the variety of different counties that we gained responses from; it shows that there is also inconsistency from county to county. This is something that could be changed by the welsh government if there was a set guideline of when not only how children should be screened for dyslexia, but at what age they should be screened. However, the way that children are screened need to be age appropriate for the child. (Hall,W 2009). Also, each individual child is at a different level so the characteristics that will be displayed will vary depending on the child. 
Figure 3
	Respondents
	What characteristics does a child display that would initiate dyslexia screening?

	R1
	We screen a number of factors at this age. These might include memory (visual, verbal and auditory), organisational skills, levels of independence, phonic awareness and discrimination, letter naming, digit naming as well as manual dexterity.

	R2
	Jumbling up letters, letter reversals, missing sounds.

	R3
	Difficulties in reading text, complaints of letters moving on page, frequently recurring mis-spelt words or letter reversals.

	R4
	They may tell you that the letters are dancing, short term memory, frustration when reading, writing are not on the same level.

	R5
	Problems processing and understanding.

	R6
	Mixing letters up, writing letters the wrong way around, saying the letters/ words are bouncing around the page.

	R7
	Difficulties recording information in writing and reading without any other issues e.g learning difficulties.

	R8
	Delay in reading and writing and language activities. Unable to decode language.

	R9
	Limited progress made with spelling and reading despite differentiated work and interventions. Possibly reporting letters moving or learning to recognise words by shape rather than letters.

	R10
	Difficulty focusing to read, lack of recall of phonics, reversal of letter.

	R11
	All children in our school have the early screening.

	R12
	Letter or number reversal, difficulty reading as text is jumping around, good reading but poor writing or vice versa.


There is also a gap between schools regarding what signs that practitioners look for before being allowed to conduct different screening tests for children. In the next question we asked, what characteristics does a child display to initiate dyslexia screening.  The responses we got from this varied as some schools looked at short-term memory, organisation and reading and writing. Whereas other schools only look at the reading and writing signs that a child has dyslexia. (Figure 2) From the responses one of the most common characteristics that indicate dyslexia, are letter reversal and the movement of letters on the page. These are the most common characteristics that are picked up on to initiate screening. These characteristics are also shown in many pupils that are diagnosed with dyslexia.    From this there is a wide range of variation between schools as to when to intervene, as some schools initiate screening for all pupils. Respondent 9, that every child had to undertake a dyslexia early screening test, (DEST). This is a dyslexia test for children between the ages of 4-6, which tests the attainment and ability that help evaluate a variety of skills and strengths and weaknesses that the learners may have. To create a more inclusive learning environment for children with additional learning needs this approach would be beneficial as children can me diagnosed from an earlier age which then gives them a better chance at moving forward at a rate of other learners their age.    
Figure 4 
	Responses
	As a practitioner, what specific resources do you use to support children with dyslexia?

	R1
	Nothing specific – rainbow spelling, multi-sensory learning approaches, pre and over learning experiences.

	R2
	None

	R3
	Coloured overlays.

	R4
	Appropriate paper colour.

	R5
	Coloured overlays, planner for writing, word banks.

	R6
	N/A

	R7
	Precision teaching, highland spelling scheme, trugs, nessy.

	R8
	Provide alternative ways to record their work rather than writing.

	R9
	Reduce the amount of text on view – use blanks, allow recording in a different format – does it need to be hand written?, written at all? Memory games, work on social awareness.

	R10
	Pale coloured playgrounds on power points, use windows when reading text, letter and number strips.




 There are many different resources and methods that are used to support children with dyslexia. Using coloured overlays and pale coloured paper, and backgrounds on power points are very popular techniques with practitioners, as it helps stop the words from moving around the pare. During my first placement, there was a pupil in my class that was dyslexic, and by using yellow overlays allowed his reading to improve a lot more than when they were reading black and white. 
Respondent 1 believes that a multi-sensory approach can be beneficial to children with dyslexia. It is an approach that is used with children that have various additional learning needs and can be beneficial to children with dyslexia as children with dyslexia find it difficult to retain their short-term memory. By using a multi-sensory approach, it gives the children a wide range of learning experiences. This links to constructivist theory as many constructivist theorists such as Vygotsky believed that by giving children a range of experiences it allows them to build on previous knowledge in a variety of different ways. Thich then allows children to form many connections to that information and to apply their skills in lots of different ways, which then allows them to retain that information better. This approach can aid children with dyslexia as it allows them to constantly recap on the information that they have previously learned and to link to new learning, which can then allow them to have a higher chance of transferring that knowledge from their short term memory, to long term memory. 
Respondent 7 mentions Nessy, which, mention that praise and helping support the children by supporting them and not giving them tasks where they will be uncomfortable. For example, reading aloud in front of their peers. The website also mentions the use of I.T and how that is extremely beneficial in supporting pupils with dyslexia. Another extremely important point that is made by Nessy is to differentiate the work for that child specifically. As some children with dyslexia can complete high level skilled work but however take a lot longer to write or struggle to complete writing, but by giving them tasks that allow them to respond orally. They give a higher ability answer and produce better quality work than when writing answers down.
Technology is now used in all aspects of education and it can also be very beneficial in supporting children with dyslexia as with software such as text-to-speech which allows children to be independent and allow them to be able to read on their own. By using laptops, it also helps children's confidence as many children with dyslexia have a knock in confidence due to the struggle with handwriting. Also, by using laptops there is also an opportunity for them to use spell check to develop their skills and motivate them as they can also produce an outstanding piece of work without having to worry about the presentation. Also, it allows children to be able to dictate what they want the software to type. Word prediction also allows children to be able to overcome problems with spelling. It also allows children to be able to see the letters clearly as they are more spaced out on a laptop, instead of merging into one. Another benefit of using technology is that it is mobile, so it allows children with dyslexia to carry their learning tools with them on the go. This also allows children with dyslexia to gain confidence in their work and be proud of work that they have created. This helps greatly as many children with dyslexia are affected emotionally and have low self-esteem. (Martin,J 2015).
Figure 5
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Regarding the questionnaire, we asked the respondents what methods they found useful in supporting children with dyslexia, regarding tactile methods, auditory methods, visual methods or other. (figure 2) From these results it shows that many of our respondents believe that visual aids are found to help children with dyslexia the most. Visual aids can be beneficial the most as it allows children to recognise the shape of letter and allow them to be able to recognise them individually. Also, many children with dyslexia find it most difficult to be able to visualise. By using visual methods, it allows them to be able to train their brain into finding it easier to complete work. Tactile methods are also beneficial as it helps children to be able to form more connections by combining tactile methods to also help recognise words and help with long term memory and organisation.
Figure 6
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For this question, we asked the respondents if there was a specific area of literacy that children with dyslexia struggle with more than any other. (figure6) The responses that this shows is that there isn’t a huge gap between any of the areas, of literacy, and the answer that was selected the most was all equally, which shows that there isn’t one are of literacy that children with dyslexia find harder. This shows that as practitioner’s all these areas of literacy need to be focused on and the children needed targeted assistance and guidance with every area of literacy. The next most popular response was spelling and reading, these are the two areas where the characteristics for being screened for dyslexia the most as the most common characteristics are spelling words the wrong way around, and also[image: ]
Figure 7
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This question gave the most shocking answers as one in 5 learners in schools have an specific learning need in schools (national assembly for Wales 2015). However, the training for practitioners for children with additional learning needs is not at the standard that it needs to be at to ensure that all learners with additional learning needs can reach their full potential. This is shown by the responses as 59% of the respondent have received no specific training about dyslexia. There should be more specific training in place to provide consistency and help each practitioner to be able to support pupils with dyslexia with a variety of different methods in a variety of different ways. Only 8% of the respondents had over 10 hours of specific training. By providing specific training, it will allow children to be pushed further in their education and will allow them to feel like they are being pushed to their full potential. Also, with 59% of respondents not having any training, this could perhaps allow them to not spot specific characteristics of dyslexia that are not as common. More training could also help give many pratctitioner more confidence in supporting a child with a specific learning need, and it will allow them to adapt any training that they have to the individual needs of the child.


To conclude dyslexia effects pupils emotionally, behaviourally, and socially. It also effects organisation, memory, and processing skills. There was also many benefits of collecting the data in a form of a questionnaire as it is a method doesn’t take long to create. Questionnaires are also a practical way to gather data it allows you to target a specific audience, and It also allows the freedom to choose different types of questions, whereas its open- ended or multiple choice. Dyslexia is completely different for every single individual. It is one of the most common learning needs for children in mainstream schools. There are many different ways in which we can support children with dyslexia such as using coloured overlays as it changes the colour of the background from white to a different colour this helps in supporting a child with dyslexia is it helps them to read the words a lot easier. A multi-sensory approach can be very beneficial in supporting children with dyslexia, as children with dyslexia find it difficult to retain their short-term memory. This approach can aid children with dyslexia as it allows them to constantly recap on the information that they have previously learned and to link to new learning, which can then allow them to have a higher chance of transferring that knowledge from their short term memory, to long term memory. It is also easy to support children by letting them use laptops at is easier for them to work. To be able to fully support children with dyslexia there needs to be an increase in funding to be able to help support the children and to be able to provide the correct resources for each individual. This is something that could be changed by the welsh government if there was a set guideline of when not only how children should be screened for dyslexia, but at what age they should be screened. However, the way that children are screened need to be age appropriate for the child. (Hall,W 2009). Also, each individual child is at a different level so the characteristics that will be displayed will vary depending on the child. To create an inclusive learning environment for all. It is also very clear that there also needs to be more focus on the training that practioners are having in regard to dyslexia as 59% of respondents had no specific dyslexia training at all.
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