Reflection of Online Learning

For the purpose of this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988).
Description
I have started studying “Skills for the Workplace”  in April 2021, in a time different than normal times, during the COVID 19 pandemic and lockdown, and this took me in the online learning universe. This course is full time program, and I study online for now two days per week. I use my personal laptop to get in touch with my tutors and my colleagues. The University gave me access at two student platforms, one I use it for online meetings and one is with all the necessary data and information to study in order to learning and grown my knowledge. Online learning it’s the greatest thing that happened in my education and in my life.

Feelings
At the beginning I was a little worried about the possibilities and the quality of the learning process, however, I realized very soon that in fact there are a lot of advantages. I was worried because all this things was a new way of learning for me, the students platform seams to me a the beginning very complicated. When I started to use it for the first time I was confused, because are a lots of sections and it was a little bit scary and a few times I felt lost. But, after a few online lessons things starts to became more easy and I felt relief, because I finally started to understand how it’s work. I still have sometimes some moments when I feel overwhelmed, but if I’m focused enough I manage the task more easily than at the beginning. 

Evaluation

In my experience, online learning it has more positives parts than negatives. The things that works very well for me are:first of all I save a lot of time and money  taking internet courses. If I should go at the University one and a half hours was necessary to the travel. So , for my point of view online learning had more advantage, I saved money for the gas, save time, gain more time with my child. My efficiency  has been improved with the online learning.I can say now, after one month of online classes that I identify studying at the University as a mind set not only a place.
Second positive thing for me is that this type of learning determined me to use my time more efficiently, improve my communication and  computer skills. My time management was definitely improved taking this online course. Online learning for me is a helpful experience because now I have an idea of how to organize my time and work.
But I also have something that I could say it didn’t work well or how I was expected . For the first assignment everything seems to me impossible to achieve. I don’t know exactly why the whole process is so hard for me maybe because took me some time to familiarize myself with the platform and modules. But the hardest thing that I have to do is speak abut myself and about my feelings.
Analysis

I think the online learning from the first month work pretty well for me because the teachers was understandable and give us all the necessary information to start this course and achieve my goals. The first online lessons  help me to understand Gibbs reflective cycle and I apply his theory in my first assignment starting with a description of the subject, then put on the paper my feelings about the online learning, make an evaluation, ask myself what was good and what wasn’t so good, what can I improve at me, how I can understand  better and what I need to ask my lecturers.  

How Piaget indicate in his theory:”The universe is built up into an aggregate of permanent objects connected by causal relations. The self thus becomes aware of itself, at least in its practical action, and discovers itself as a cause among other causes and as an object subject to the same laws as other objects” (Piaget, 1954, p. 397), I also believe that learning is a process which is happens when we navigate and interact with our environment. And how Kolb defined learning “The process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience”(Kolb,1984) , all new experience is converted into knowledge.

Conclusion
As a conclusion,at the beginning of those classes I was worrying and had a lots of doubts that is something that I will be able to do because my previous experience with learning was completely different. Not only because I followed the classes in traditional way but also all my studies was taken in my maternal language and in my country the system is different. But,I discovered that online courses obviously fit my lifestyle and make me more confident that I will be able to do that. In the future if I would receive a chance to choose I would definitely pick online lessons. Online courses helped me to save time and money and allowed me to spend more time with my child, have a part-time job and at the same be a full time student and that helped me improve my skills and learn lots of new things. The way how it is structured online classes are more easy to understand and help me to manage my time properly.

In my opinion online learning  made a big change in the educational system and create great opportunities for the people who want and need to learn.
Action Plan

Any  person who wants to start an online course should do some Google research before enrolling and speak with the future instructors. Also they need to make research about the time required to spend online and necessary tools to follow and complete an online course.

 I would recommend online learning to the busy people with a busy schedule , like having children, a family, full time or even part time job. Online classes are a great option to the people who have full-time jobs while starting preparation for new opportunities such as promotion or getting a new and better payed jobs or change their careers. Online classes help the people to become more focused, disciplined and way more independent. 

Reference:

Gibbs,G.(1998) Learning by Doing: A guide to teaching and learning methods

Piaget.J.(1954) The Construction of Reality in the Child

Kolb.A.(1984) Experience as the Source of Learning and Development

