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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk1939500][bookmark: _Hlk1764662][bookmark: _Hlk1764269]In this piece of assignment, I will be demonstrating the key social elements that impacts a learner’s ability to access education such as social exclusion, poverty, discrimination and the culture, then I will be discussing what could be done to prevent this. I will also be considering the groups that are mentioned in the Equality Act 2010. Towards the end I will be supporting my assignment with a range of reliable evidence such as statistics, books and websites.
The key social elements that impacts a learner’s ability to access education whether it’s social exclusion, poverty, discrimination or culture all have a huge impact of a child’s ability to access education and develop for the better. 
Rowntree states that social exclusion is a form of discrimination, that regularly occurs when an individual is being left out from an activity because of their background or social class (Rowntree, 2019). 
Social exclusion impacts a learner’s ability to access education because if the child came from an upper class, they would have had everything provided for them from aspects of clean clothing, essential resources for school, and contributed in social events such as school trips, after school clubs etc. 
The child from an lower class would feel different from all the other children and this could affect their confidence, health and mental development to access a positive education (EssentialKids,2013) to prevent social exclusion children could come all together to talk about how everyone has a different life style and how some have more than other children due to their up brining. 



[bookmark: _Hlk1679881][bookmark: _Hlk1852536]According to Joseph Rowntree poverty is when a parent is unable to provide the essential resources for their children or whether is incompetent to heat their home or paying the rent (Rowntree, 2019).
There are a few causes of poverty in the UK whether its high costs of housing and essentials, weak relationships between the partners, discrimination against someone’s age, gender, disability or ethnicity. Statistics show that one in four children in the UK grows up in poverty, and the impact on their chances of education and life success is profound (Rowntree, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk1763462][bookmark: _Hlk1764154]‘’Growing up in poverty can damage children’s well-being and their future life chances’’ (The children’s society, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk1940063]An individual who is living in poverty can sometimes be missing out on decent meals, sleeping in cold bedrooms and being bullied in school of their life style at home as well as lowering the chances of their future chances to successes. Children who are living in poverty is likely to feel unsafe in their environment and school, have a deprived physical health, may experience a variety of mental health problems as well as doing less well at school (The children’s society, 2019). 
Poverty can impact a child’s ability to access education is so many ways for example parents might find it difficult to buy school clothes for their children this could lead the child to be bullied in school by the way they look and their background (The children’s society, 2019). 
As well as children in poverty might be behind in certain subjects but can’t afford a tutor, whereas a higher income family is able to provide this for their children. And finally, parents who’s living in poverty have constant money stress and not being able to send their children on school trips which could excluded the child from the other children or not even being able to provide a decent breakfast which can affect the child’s learning in school because lack of concentration (The children’s society, 2019).
Lately on the news there has been an increase in children who are in poverty. A head teacher came out on the news saying that 1 in 10 schools pupils came from families using food banks she stated that 
‘’Children are arriving at a school so hungry they are searching the bins for food’’ (BBC News, 2019). 
The head teacher specified that there were currently 35 children in the school whose families were supported by food banks. She also added that 
"When children are food deprived it alters their behaviour and they do become quite food obsessed, so we have some children who will be stealing fruit cores from the bins," (BBC News, 2019).
This links into poverty since this study is in one school and that we must remember that there are thousands of schools in the UK. 
There are several of solutions to prevent poverty in the UK whether it’s improving admission jobs, providing everyone with access to basic social services which could include education, health care, shelter and clean water/ foods. As well and trying to overtake the barriers of opportunity access to adaptability and services. 
Discrimination can also impact a child’s ability to access education, discrimination basically means not being treating an individual equally as another individual because of who they are and what they believe in. 
There are many reasons that an individual can be discriminated against, an individual can be discriminated against their age, gender, race, disability, religion or belief. Discrimination that arises from the above list is officially illegal under The Equality Act 2010, keeping in mind if an individual is being discriminated against their age, gender, race, disability, religion or belief The Equality Act is put by the government to ensure that everyone is protect from being discriminated against (EOC, 2019). 
To prevent discrimination from occurring in the work place there are many ways to do so such as bring all the children together to learn about each other’s differences and different needs that they might have. Participate all together in an activity that everyone can be included in as well as putting in place the resources that need to be put in so that it could be equal friendly for everyone, this could be by putting a ramp or lift in place for wheelchair users so that its more accessible. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk1939146]The Equality Act 2010 was designed by the government to make sure that every individual is protected from discrimination whether its in the workplace or society itself (Government.UK, 2013). 
The Equality Act was recently exchanged from the anti-discrimination with a single Act that the government thought it would be a simpler law to understand and read clearly. The Act itself was designed to set out the different ways in which it is illegal and profound to act out on an individual because of their differences and beliefs (Government.UK, 2013). 
There are many types of discrimination that an individual could be discriminated against whether it’s against their age, gender, race, sex, religion, disability, or even being a single young mother all are against the law to discriminate against in The Equality Act 2010. 
Every individual is protected from discrimination whether its at work, in school/college/ university, or when using public services such as a bus/ taxi or train or even in stores/ supermarkets (Government.UK, 2013). 

Everyone is protected from being discriminated against by The Equality Act 2010. Previously before the Act actually came out, there were numerous pieces of legislation that were put in place to cover discrimination against which included the 
· Sex Discrimination Act 1975 
· Race Relations Act 1976
· Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (Government.UK et al, 2013)
Conclusion
To sum up the key social elements that impacts a learner’s ability to access education whether its social exclusion, poverty or discrimination all have an impact on a learner’s ability to access education. There are many ways to prevent these key elements from occurring whether everyone coming together to talk about everyone’s difference and needs, helping families who live in poverty with food banks, and putting equipment’s in place to suit everyone’s needs such as lifts or ramps. 
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