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In this presentation I draw attention to the challenges that schools still face with deprivation and the impact it has on performance gap between free school meal learners and non-free school learners. The presentation will investigate what are the current situation in Wales, what the Welsh government are doing to tackle this issue and explore methods used internationally to reduce the attainment gap? The presentation also highlights the impact poverty has on not only attainment but the negative impact this has on pupil’s wellbeing and life experience. There will be a short highlight on the educational skills of teachers and how this may have an impact on pupil attainment. 

Slides highlighted in red is additional information not given during presentation. 

	Slide 1 - Title 
	 Narrowing the performance gap between learners from poorer backgrounds in Wales. 

	Slide 2 - Purpose  of the presentation 
	The purpose of this presentation will be to highlight the issue that poverty has on education in Wales. 
I will discuss: 
· What the current issues are and why this has an impact on education? 
· What Wales are doing to improve?
· What other countries are doing to?
 

	Slide 3 My background 
	Common themes in data - the performance gap from FSM and non-FSM learners. 

	Slide 4 – Definition  
	Children in Wales can receive free school meals in school if their parents receive a qualifying benefit.

	Slide 5 – What is going on in Wales? 
	Wales has the largest deprivation in Wales. 

	Slide 6 – so why does poverty have an impact on education 
	Money shouldn’t have anything to do with how able a child is  

	Slide 7 – impact of poverty 
	The child poverty action  group (2011) They state that on average a child entering education at the age of three from poorer background can be up to nine months behind their peers. This impact can be seen across the education system from foundation phase, key stage two and secondary schools.  

	Slide 8 – impact of poverty 
	Poverty not only affects pupil’s attainment but also poor physical and mental health to poorer prospects in work and bullying.  

	Slide 9 – current position in Wales 
	Overall FSM pupils do not perform as well as their peers.

	Slide 10 – performance gap data 
	The percentage gap in performance between free school meals and non-free schools' meals has steadily increased since 2016 where as KS2 and KS3 have pretty much remained the same. 

	Slide 11 - what have the Welsh government put in place.  
	

	Slide 12 - Policy and documents
	Education in Wales national action plan 2017-2021 as part of the curriculum reform one of the key themes as also set out in prosperity for all is that we need ‘ strong and inclusive schools.’   
Improving schools in Wales: An OECD perspective (2014) state that Wales need to reduce the impact deprivation has the performance of pupils in Wales and that these pupils’ needs are not met. They have suggested that Welsh schools provide positive learning environments, but Welsh schools still face challenges with differentiation and formative assessments being undeveloped. They have also suggested that some schools in Wales lack assessment focused too much on teaching to the test. These ideas for developed were suggested to be included in the curriculum reform in Wales. 
Tackling poverty action plan, 2016 this policy was set up to help communities to get out of poverty but with increasing budget issues within the Welsh government it has been hard for Wales to reach the objectives. 


	Slide 13 – what is in place in Wales 
	From these policies schools have been supported in many ways from free school meals, flying start.

	Slide 14 – challenges and issues 
	If pupils need support, then schools need more money.


	Slide 15 – BBC article money absorbed into school budgets.  
	Budgets are so tight they have no option.  
To support this argument the OECD, 2014 have also found that schools use funding from the PDG to fund other areas within the school. 

	Slide 16 - teachers perspective on the PDG 
	The report highlights that schools do not use the PDG effectively. I looked further into this and found a report that shared some teacher's perspective of the PDG. Some felt that not all pupils who receive FSM need the funding and that it better used elsewhere such a low achiever. Where this is understandable Estyn and the Welsh government state that schools need to use the money, what it is giving for. For the purpose of supporting pupils from low-income families to ensure they have the same learning experiences as their peers. But with schools having an ever-increasing tight budget and some schools who are just about managing then surely if schools were funding properly would they need to dip into the PDG?   

	Slide 17 – what are successful schools doing?  
	Even though the BBC headline in my opinion displays a negative image on how PDG is utilised. There are schools using the PDG where it is needed.  Here I will examine a case study carried out by Estyn  

	Slide 18 – case study on successful schools  
	The case studies show that improvements in learning for all pupils based on the following: 
 1 take a whole-school, strategic approach to tackling disadvantage – they have a structured, and focused approach to raising the achievement of disadvantaged learners; 
 2 use data to track the progress of disadvantaged learners 
3 focus on the development of literacy and learning skills; 
 4 develop the social and emotional skills of disadvantaged learners –
5 improve the attendance, punctuality and behaviour
6 tailor the curriculum to the needs of the learners 
7 make great efforts to provide enriching experiences that more advantaged learners take for 
8 listen to learners
9 engage parents and carers 
10 develop the expertise of staff to meet
 

	Slide 19 – what do other countries do? 
	There are high performing education systems where socio-economic background does not have such a high impact on attainment. Hong Kong does particularly well for its socially and economically disadvantaged students as, compared to Wales, do Canada, Finland, Iceland, Korea and Shanghai-China. 
 

	Slide 20 - Finland 
	Teachers are valued in Finland and only about 10 percent of those who apply get in to the teacher education program, a five-year master's degree 
Finland  recognised that teachers needed to be highly skilled in order to teach diverse backgrounds. 


	Slide 21 – resilient learners  
	· Hong Kong, Korea and Shanghai-China both have a high proportion of ‘resilient’ students – students from disadvantaged backgrounds that nonetheless have high attainment.  
· Overall, in general whole society, schools, teachers and students believe that hard work can overcome unfavourable or disadvantaged conditions. (lee,2010) 
· In Finland, Japan, Canada, and Singapore, for example, between 39 and 48 percent of disadvantaged students are resilient. 
 

	Slide 22 - Conclusion  
	· Clearly schools in Wales work extremely hard to make sure that pupils reach their true potential 
· How can we expect schools to tackle such a complex issue?  •  
· Research evidence shows that effective school level practice can and does reduce this underachievement over time when targeted at specific learner groups. • 
 

	Further research and information that was not delivered during presentation and time constraints 
	 Looking at teacher qualifications is just one area to be researched but other areas that may have an impact on the performance gap could be:
Equity and quality – according to Lee, 2010 suggests that equity in education pays off and that the best performing schools across the OECD countries are the ones that combine equity and quality. This is something that Schleicher supports and they should not be treated as separate areas but to be successful they need to be treated as one.  
Respect for the education system – Lee, 2010. Investigates how highly successful countries in Education such as Hong Kong achieve this through high respect of education and hard work and that deprivation has no place if hard work is given. He did suggest however that dictate teaching and cultural pressure to succeed could have a negative impact on pupil’s wellbeing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Resilience – Lee, 2010 also found that many successful schools as identified by the OECD such as Finland and Hong Kong were successful because students were resilient they were not afraid to fail .
Expenditure on Education – From my research I found that the Welsh Government had put in place many procedures and strategies to tackle poverty. Kirsty Williams made a attainment in 2018 that she would release extra funding to tackle the issue of poverty in Wales and increase the pupils deprivation grant to £700 per child. However, in a report written by Zhang, Khan & Armend, 2009. They stated that evidence suggests that educational expenditure has no impact on student achievement and other factors were more important such as class sizes. 
Moral values and cultural views of Education Hargreaves and Shirley, 2011 have suggested that many of the best performing schools around the world see learning as a national culture. 
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