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[image: ]Lampeter, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampeter MS 2 Distinctiones theologicae, Defectus to Surditas[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Image source: University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampter  MS 2 Distintiones Theologicae, Defectus to Surditas [online] <https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/hvp/view.php?id=547156#h5pbookid=167&chapter=h5p-interactive-book-chapter-e43131d2-2dc9-4780-933a-93889fc48e73&section=0> [accessed 3 January 2025].] 

The approach to interpreting this manuscript (MS) focused on examining the intrinsic evidence provided by the MS itself and the extrinsic evidence not contained within the document. First by producing an accurate transcription of the text, then by identifying the script and illustrations, discussing the author and his historical context, and reviewing the content of the document to consider how the MS helps us understand the period of its creation. 

Description

Lampeter MS 2 is a partial copy of a Latin book of Theological Distinctions, a compilation of biblical and theological information alphabetized by single word topic. The thirteenth century MS is incomplete, missing topics prior to Defectus (Weakness) and after Surditas (Deafness). The section transcribed in this paper is a portion of the topic Festinatio (Haste). The transcription is of lines three through 28 of 48 lines of text in two columns.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Harriet Webster, ‘Monk’s Blood or Red Wine?’, in Treasures: The Special Collections of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, ed. by John Morgan-Guy (University of Wales Press, 2022), p. 36; de Capua, Lampeter MS 2 Distinctiones Theologicae, Defectus to Surditas.] 


The original Distinctiones was written in the late twelfth century by Peter of Capua, a theologian and prelate from the Amalfi coast of Italy who rose to the rank of cardinal before his death in 1214. The Distinctiones, also referred to as Alphabetum in artem semocinandi, was intended to provide a tool for preachers to assist with creating sermons and explaining scripture. The proof of authorship and dating of the MS is attributed to the near contemporary Maryrtology of Fossanova.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Norbert Kamp, ‘CAPUANO, Pietro, by Norbert Kamp, Dizionario Biofrafico degli Italiani - Volume 19 (1976)’, Treccani <https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/pietro-capuano_(Dizionario-Biografico)/> [accessed 8 January 2025].] 


The MS material is parchment, measuring 300mm x 285mm. The written space is 255mm x 160 mm. The transcribed section is ruled in drypoint, with pricks in both margins outside the transcribed section to guide the lines across five columns.[footnoteRef:4] Two columns are used for text and three are used to provide spacing. It is written in Latin using Gothic Textualis script. Black ink is used for the majority of the text, with chapter numbers, some initials and text division in red ink.  Several majuscule letters are infilled or lined with red (see the F  in the right column, line 14). There is little decoration on the page, with the exception of an illuminated initial. A drop cap F is written in green ink in the right-hand column of text, with its two horizontal lines enclosing lines two and three of the transcript section. The vertical line of the letter F extends from line two to line sixteen, running adjacent to the left margin of text. The green initial is decorated with a red, swirling, vine-like outline, accentuated by white space between the lines.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  Neil Ripley Ker, Medieval Manuscripts in British Libraries: Volume III: Lampeter-Oxford (Oxford University Press,  1983) <http://archive.org/details/medievalmanuscri0000neil> [accessed 3 January 2025] p. 2.]  [5:  ‘Standing at the Beginning: Initials, Drop Caps and Initiums.’, Tome Raider, 2018 <https://architectureofbooks.wordpress.com/2018/10/27/standing-at-the-beginning-initials-drop-caps-and-initiums/> [accessed 9 January 2025].] 


In 1841, Thomas Phillips gifted the MS to St. David’s College, Lampeter, Wales. A story of its provenance was pasted inside the front cover, stating the MS was found near Bangor and was originally the property of monks murdered by Ethelred II. This, however, cannot be true as Ethelred died in 1016, before the original Distinctiones was composed. In Medieval Manuscript in British Libraries, Kerr states the MS was compiled by Peter of Capua in 1242. The script dates the document to the thirteenth century, and it was likely written in England.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Webster, ‘Monk’s Blood or Red Wine?’ p. 36; Neil Ripley Ker, Medieval Manuscripts in British Libraries, p. 2.] 








Transcription

	           Left column		      Right column
	1.
	
	
	Amen dico vobis recep[er]unt m[er]cede[m] suam.

	2.
	
	Cxxxviii.
	Festinatio v[e]l velocitas festinatio vel

	3.
	
	S[ancti ] Litt[er] v. C. xxv.
	V[er]bi. boni op[er]is. peccati. [et] velocitas[is] v[er]

	4.
	
	I[d est] Litt[er] ix. C. xxix.
	vite p[er]sentis. De festinatione ver mo[s] i[nstitutus] bo[ni] i[d est] [institutus]

	5.
	
	
	bi. P[arare]. Velocit[er] currit sermo eius. De different[er]

	6.
	
	
	festinatione boni op[er]is. Exo. Comedetis fe i[d estis] i[nstitutus] ma 

	7.
	
	
	stinant[er]. Josu[s] festinavit pop[u]ls [et] transiit. lo

	8.
	
	
	Et pet[rus] dictu[r] [est] in act[ur]. Surge velocit[er]. [et]apoc[er]. Que

	9.
	
	
	op[us][letter crossed out] tieri ato. De festinatione peccati. Sap[um]. Pe

	10.
	
	
	des [ii crossed out] eo[rum] currunt in morte[m]. [et] festinant[us] ut ef

	11.
	
	
	fundant sanguinem. P[arare]. Veloces pedes eorum

	12.
	
	
	ad effun[dant] sanguine[m]. De festinatione vite p[er]

	13.
	
	
	sentis. P[arare]. Defecerunt invanitate dies eorum.

	14.
	
	Concordantie q[uo]
	[et] an e[st] cum festinatione. Festinatio v[er]bi. de

	15.
	
	verbum debet e[ss]e
	bet e[ss]e morosa. ut p[ri]us veniat v[er]bi[s]iad luna[m];

	16.
	
	morosum.  
	q[ua]m lingua[m]. Sap[um] Sepi aures tuas spinis. Et no

	17.
	
	
	li audire linguam neq[ua]m. [et] ou tuo facito ho[us]

	18.
	
	
	tia. [et] seras auribum tuis. aurum tuum [et] ar

	19.
	
	
	gentum confla. [et] v[er]bis tius facito state[i]ram.




	20.
	
	
	P[arare]. Pone d[omi]n[ic]e custodiam ou meo. [et] o[mne]s c[onfessor] la[bi] mei[us]

	21.
	
	
	ut n[um] declinet os meu[em] in verbi[s]i malic[e]. Ep[isto]la caput.

	22.
	
	
	Sit o[em]is ho[em] velox ad audiendu[ems] taid[us] ad lo. [et]

	23.
	
	
	tardus ad iram. Sap[um]. Cor stultorum in ore eorum

	24.
	
	
	[et] os sapientium[s] in corde ipsoru[m]. [Ep[isto]lala caput. Si

	25.
	
	
	quis existunant[re] religiosum e[ss]e[s] n[um] refrenans lin

	26.
	
	
	guam: hui[s] vana est religio. Hinc etia[m] in


 
Commentary

The transcribed MS section is not particularly visually appealing. The illuminated letter, while drawing the eye to the start of the passage, is sparingly decorated with an uninteresting design. Its green ink is not vibrant, although in contrast to the heavy black lettering of the main body of the page it stands out. The use of red ink is utilitarian, rather than decorative, highlighting important words and numbers so the reader can quickly find information within the MS.

Characteristics of the MS indicate the document was created during the Medieval Gothic period. Although the rule is in drypoint, it is highly visible on the page and is a feature of the overall design. Often Gothic MSS produced in the Medieval period contained pages ruled in ink, setting the lines as an intended part of the overall design of the page.[footnoteRef:7]  The inclusion of these lines in the finished document may be indicative of the early adoption of this practice.  [7:  ‘Folio - FOLIO 00002’ <https://hmmlschool.org/folio/2/> [accessed 9 January 2025].] 


The section is highly abbreviated, with frequent use of a straight line above a letter to indicate a truncation with a missing m, em, um or am. A horizontal line through the p descender is used to 
indicate truncation and a suspended er (see operis, line 3), as is a reverse tilde above a letter. Several contractions appear in the section, including ee with a line over it in place of esse (see line 15). A decorative ampersand is used throughout in place of the word et (see line 3), and the symbol that currently represents division is used in place of est (see line 8).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Adriano Cappelli, ‘The Elements of Abbreviation in Medieval Latin Paleography’, trans. by David Heimann and Richard Kay (University of Kansas Libraries, 1982).] 


Several paleographic features in the document are classic examples of Gothic Textura script. The 2-shaped r after the o appears throughout the transcribed section (see mortem, line 10 and corde, line 24). The letter ascenders and descenders are small in comparison to the body of the letters as shown in d (see des, line 10), b (see bi, line 5) and p (see pedes, line 11). Fusion of opposing bows is also visible in the b and o combination although heavy use of the feature is not present, as opportunities to employ the tool were ignored when letter such as d and e could be fused to share one line but were scripted separately.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  ‘Folio - FOLIO 00010’ <https://hmmlschool.org/folio/10/> [accessed 9 January 2025].] 


The heavy pen strokes and closely spaced letter and words clearly establish the MS as containing Gothic Textura script, although it is not the Textualis formata that uses multiple angular strokes to create rounded letters.[footnoteRef:10]  The scribe, although incorporating straight lines to create round letters, maintained graceful curves throughout the text. This trait is noticeable in the letters o (for example, in Festinatio on line 2), b (see boni on line 6) and u (see Surge on line 8). Also absent from the document is the diamond-shaped serifs at the feet of the letters that is a hallmark of formata script. Textualis formata required careful pen lifts and precision strokes to achieve, and therefore more time consuming to create.[footnoteRef:11] The increased expense this script would incur may have limited its use to official documents. The Distinctiones was created to be used by preachers, and therefore would not require the more formal and expensive script.  [10:  ‘Folio - FOLIO 00002’.]  [11:  ‘Folio - FOLIO 00002’.] 

The organization of the MS and its intended use is its most interesting feature. Theological Distinctions were created to help preachers search and quickly find information related to biblical topics to help them create sermons and minister to the people. The contents included the writings of theological scholars and the author’s own interpretations of scripture. This was a break from traditional practice which relied on Church authorities to explain scripture. The transcribed section of the MS defines and explains the topic with traditional imagery through the use of key words and biblical related passages. MSS like Distinctiones were easy to use tools employed by working preachers, rather than works for scholarly contemplation.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Richard H. Rouse and Mary A. Rouse, ‘Biblical Distinctions in the Thirteenth Century’, Archives d’histoire Doctrinale et Littéraire Du Moyen Age, 41 (1974), pp. 27–31.] 


This new resource empowered preachers, increasing their access to material while allowing them freedom to take the material with them as they worked. The mobility of preachers was important to the Church during this period, as heretical movements such as the Cathars in France were active between the twelfth and fourteenth century. The need to counteracting the movement through sermon gave support to the creation and distribution of Theological Distinctions.[footnoteRef:13] Many copies of these MSS still exist, examples of their popularity.  [13:  Webster, ‘Monk’s Blood or Red Wine? p.38’] 


As a reference book for preachers, the MS provides a view into the scriptural topics and explanations that were preached in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. It is a view into what information Peter de Capua, a leading theologian, considered most valuable for preachers and most important to impart to the laity. The small size of the MS reinforces its intended purpose to be carried and its simple illuminated initials emphasize it was created for practical use rather than visual enjoyment.  This example from the Gothic period informs of the changing nature of Church ministry in the Medieval period.
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