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Module aims
The aims of MA modules are:

•
to foster an in-depth knowledge of a specific historical topic or topics

•
to encourage the independent study of a wide range of secondary materials, with use of primary materials, where appropriate

•
to develop the skill of integrating a wide range of secondary literature (research monographs and periodical articles as well as textbooks) into structured, coherent, and substantial written work.

Module objectives
The module deals with the origin of the famous dispute between King Henry II and Archbishop Thomas Becket, tracks its course, and examines its violent outcome, the murder of the archbishop in his own cathedral church. We ask what gave rise to the differences between the king and his archbishop, why Becket had to go into exile, what led to the martyrdom, and what effect his death had on the relationship, in England, between the church and the state. We then look at the emergence of the cult of St Thomas, the creation of a pilgrimage centre at Canterbury that was to become one of the foremost shrines in medieval Europe, and the production of the lives of St Thomas.

The objectives of the module are to introduce you to the methodologies of studying church-state relations in the Middle Ages and the place of pilgrimage in medieval culture.

Learning outcomes
By the end of the assessment of the module you will be expected to have gained an enhanced facility for independent work. Your written work will be expected to show a capacity to integrate a wide range of reading in clearly structured form. 

Help and advice
If there are any questions please do not hesitate to ask.  My e-mail address is j.burton@tsd.ac.uk


.

Reading programme
Session 1
Introduction to the module

Session 2
Henry II and Chancellor Thomas Becket, 1154–62

Session 3
Henry II and Archbishop Thomas Becket: the origins of the quarrel, from election (May 1162) to the Council of Westminster (October 1163)

Session 4
The Council of Clarendon, January 1164

Session 5
Exile and return, 1164–1170

Session 6
Martyrdom and its aftermath

Session 7
Pilgrimage in Medieval Europe

Session 8
The Canonization of Becket and the creation of a cult

Session 9
Thomas Becket: the man and the legend


Introductory reading
In all cases you should begin study by looking at the relevant sections of:

Frank Barlow, Thomas Becket (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1986, repr. Phoenix Press, 2000), ISBN 1 84212 427 7, and D. Knowles, Thomas Becket (London: Adam and Charles Black, 1970). The long section in W. L. Warren, Henry II (London: Eyre Methuen, 1973, repr. in paperback, 1977, repr. Yale University Press, 2000), ISBN 0-300-08474-9 (paperback) is also valuable. See also Anne Duggan, Thomas Becket (London: Arnold, 2004), ISBN 0-340-74138-4.
The relevant source book is: The Lives of Thomas Becket, selected sources translated and annotated by Michael Staunton (Manchester Medieval Sources: Manchester University Press, 2001): ISBN 0 7190 5455 9


Assessment
The assessment consists of written work amounting to 5000 words and comprises one essay of 4000 words and one commentary on a document (1000 words). The latter is to be chosen in consultation with the module tutor.
Essay

You are required to write ONE essay of 4,000 words. 
1
Henry II’s stated intention was to restore the consuetudines avitiae, that is, the customs which had governed church–state relations in the time of his grandfather, Henry I. What factors could be said to have altered that relationship during the intervening reign?

2
‘No fiction dies so hard in English history as the well-known theory that, in their famous quarrel over the privilege of clergy, Henry II could argue a better case in canon law than Becket’. Do you agree with Duggan’s assessment that novelty characterized Henry II’s rather than Becket's claims?

3
‘The Constitutions of Clarendon, from the point of view of Henry II, were defensive rather than aggressive’. Discuss this assessment.

4
Why did Henry II and Becket fail to resolve their differences?

5
‘A remarkable posthumous victory for Becket’? or ‘effective compromise’? Which better describes the aftermath of the Becket dispute?

6
Why did the cult of Thomas Becket become so popular among pilgrims?
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Web Sites

There are some useful websites contained medieval materials and sources. In general you will find www.fordham.edu/halsall/source helpful, and easy to navigate. Have a look as well at:

www.the-orb.net
