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In this report I will be writing about the third workshop session I participated in that took place on the date the 24th of October 2019. During this session we were expected to smooth out the surface of our moulds in preparation for use.
Health and Safety
The Personal Protective Equipment at Work Pdf say that employers must provide appropriate personal protective equipment(PPE) to all employees that are exposed to any risks to their health and safety under regulation four and under regulation 3 subsection 25 states that while these rules do not apply to students at university section 3 of hsw act says employers must ensure people not under there employment must still be provided with reasonable protection so under the regulations they must have some PPE on hand (health and safety executive, 2015, p10/11).
This would apply to us as we may not be under employment we would still need to be provided with PPE for the workshop sessions, appropriate PPE was provided by the tutors at the beginning of each session including things such as safety glasses, gloves and a face mask.
The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR, 2013) covers which accidents that could occur in a workshop are to be reported and how they are to be reported. According to the HSE website here are some of the things that would need to be reported; any injuries leading causing permanent damage to your vision, burns covering over 10% of the body, loss of consciousness caused by an injury to the head or the accidental release of substances which has potential to cause injury. It is also to be reported when a person is diagnosed with an occupational disease such as: dermatitis, asthma or carpal tunnel syndrome (Health and safety executive, no date).
This applies to us as the tutors would need to follow RIDDOR if a serious accident were to occur to one of the students or another member of staff.
While in this session we had to wear the safety equipment listed below;
· Safety glasses, these would prevent any dust coming off of our projects from getting into our eyes which could cause irritation and lead to further problems.
· Safety mask, this would prevent us from accidentally breathing in any of the dust which could cause damage to your lungs.
· Steel toe capped boots, these protect our feet from any falling objects in the workshop, if our projects were to be dropped or any of the machinery were to somehow be knocked over it could cause severe damage to your foot if it lands on it.
Equipment and Methodology
For this session the only equipment needed was 800,1200 and 1500 grit sanding paper, a cup of water, a tin of wax and a cloth.
Method
· Obtain equipment from tutor
· Dip 800 grit paper in water and use it to light sand away scratches in the workpiece left from previous session(this process is known as wet sanding).
· Dip 1200 grit paper in water and use it to smooth out any scratches the 800 paper created or couldn't smooth out.
· Dip 1500 grit paper and use it to smooth over the workpiece of any remaining scratches
· Use the cloth to apply a layer of wax to the top surface of the workpiece.
· Wait a few minutes before removing the wax with a clean portion of the cloth.
· Repeat the previous two steps about 10 times or until the workpiece is shiny and has a perfectly smooth surface.

Conclusion
During this session we were able to finish the preparation of the mould so that in the next lesson we would be able to put the resin mixture into our mould to make our windmill blades once dried.
During this session I was able to learn the process of wet sanding and how simply dipping the grit paper in water can help prevent the paper from making scratches in the mould which would affect the finished product.
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