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Today’s lecture focused on the Miller’s Tale. We started the lecturer comparing the Miller’s Tale to the Knight’s Tale, and I was surprised to see so many differences between the two tales. For example, in the Miller’s Tale, characters are more defined and their personality more fleshed-out, making them seem so much more realistic than the characters in the Knight’s Tale. Nicholas from the Miller’s Tale appears scholarly and intelligent, whereas Arcite and Palamon in the Knight’s Tale are brawny and lusty, with very little else to define them. The character of Absolon intrigued me with his effeminate ways, and I will probably comment upon this in my essay, which will be based on the representation of women and femininity in the Canterbury Tales. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I wrote a lot of information about Alisoun which I think will greatly help me when writing my essay. I think Chaucer intended Alisoun to be beautiful, yet realistic, not like Emelye of the Knight’s Tale who is ethereal and untouchable. The descriptions of Alisoun surprised me though – she is quite earthy and doesn’t fit this ideal of a beautiful medieval woman that I had in my head (with blonde hair, blue eyes, pale skin, etc). She also washes her face, challenging this idea that medieval people rarely washed, which I found quite interesting! Basically, I think Chaucer presented Alisoun as a strong female character who is given her own voice and a vivid description. She is completely different to Emelye in the Knight’s Tale in a range of ways, which I will talk about in my essay. After the lecture, I found some secondary sources that mention the role of Alisoun in the Tales, which is greatly helpful to my essay research. 
