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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

Safeguarding children is the responsibility of all professionals and organisations.  There is legislation in Wales to support with safeguarding, supported by local authorities following procedures to ensure the protection of protection.  The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 enforces the protection of children from abuse, neglect and harm.  

The vital piece of legislation followed is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014.  It provides legal outline for both children and adults, promoting the wellbeing and protection from abuse, harm and neglect.  It emphasises a child centred approach, promoting and strengthening support and multi-agency approach.  The Act is supported by the Working Together to Safeguard Children providing statutory guidance for cooperation to protect children from abuse and neglect. 
The Children Act 1989 and The Children Act 2004 still remains relevant in Wales.  These establish that welfare of the child is paramount and places responsibility on the local authority to investigate or intervene where there is possible risk.  

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 is relevant when safeguarding 16 – 17 year olds who may lack capacity.  It safeguards by providing a legal framework for decision making and protection from abuse.  

Further safeguarding support guided by the Safeguarding Vulnerable Group Act 2006, screening individuals who support and work with children, accessing the DBS system.  The Data Protection Act 2018 allows professionals to share information lawfully when necessary to protect a child but still maintaining confidentiality. 
There is statutory guidance in place in Wales with expectations in order to practice safeguarding across education, health and voluntary sectors.  The professionals for example, education have guidance in place called Keeping Learners Safe, promoting training for staff and dedicate a safeguarding person.  

Safeguarding Boards are established under the SSW(W)A2014.  They bring together local authorities, police, health and other sectors to develop and produce policies and procedure in place in order to improve the service and review any serious incidents reports that have involved a child.  They will address failures that have occurred in the system and minimise the potential risk of recurrence.  There must always be clear safeguarding policies and procedure that align with the Welsh legislation.  This must support train all respective staff to recognise the signs of harm and abuse and know how report it.  As technology is progressing, this will also need to extend to include policies addressing harm and abuse online and have a safe avenue to report and address this.  

Safeguarding children in Wales is supported by a strong legal framework, which is effective, bringing together local authorities, health, education and the police to provide a service to address and minimise the risks to children.  These systems are robust but can always improve, however reviewing the policies in place and adopting new approaches, adding further guidance may minimise the risk further.  These systems need to work together, sharing responsibility and ideas across the services to keep children safe.  


Word count: 477 






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding practice in Wales is conducted through shared legislation but there are differences between safeguarding children and adults.  The differ in respect of legal duties, mental capacity, various levels of vulnerability and the dependency they have experienced.  

In Wales, both children and adults are governed by the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014.  Despite them sharing the same framework, there is one main difference, autonomy and consent.  Children are assumed to have full capacity to make decisions about their safety, but professionals from education, police, health and social services have a statutory duty to act when a child is experiencing or at risk of abuse and neglect.  The child’s welfare is paramount, and intervention can take place where the parents or the child does not consent.   
The adult is presumed to have capacity unless assessed otherwise under the Mental Capacity Act 2005.  Adult safeguarding places strong emphasis on respecting the individual’s rights to make decisions which may include choosing to live with risk of harm and abuse.  

The threshold is also different.  Safeguarding children in Wales is more directive and risk averse with guidelines, time scales and expectations to follow.  Adult safeguarding follows an investigative method, approaching and gaining information, focussing on their outcomes and how they feel they can be achieved and address the risk that may be included.  The Care and Support Statutory Guidance emphasise partnership working and the least restrictive option and a person-centred response.  

The more common forms of abuse include emotional, sexual and physical abuse which can be experienced by both, however adults can also require protection from financial, domestic, self-neglect and in a care setting environment eg care home.  

Multi agency working also differs.  Children’s safeguarding arrangements in Wales are established, with clear procedures, policies and reviews in place, but find blame as to why some children can endure fatality.  Safeguarding adults and the Boards in place, are equally important, however the focus on manging and addressing changes is from learning what has been tried and improving the practice rather than blaming.  The policies are looked at and streamlined to minimise the risks.  

Safeguarding children in Wales is more protective, however safeguarding adults is empowerment and maintaining their voice.  Understanding the differences is essential for ethical, lawful and effective safeguarding practice across services.


Word count:380
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