Hadie Watson

Declining to give the slave Sokrates over to be tortured (Speech: 200 words)
I stand before the court, a man whose reputation and indeed life hangs in the balance and yet I deny the prosecutions demand of allowing one of the men from my Oikos to be tortured. I see faces of those that have condemned me for this action alone, a clear admittance of guilt one would believe, but this is simply not the case.
I put to you that the man in question, Sokrates is no slave, having bought his freedom and the rights that go with it some time ago. Many in this room will know this to be truth as you yourselves were at the Agora when the proclamation was made and for those who were not, know that it would only be a matter of checking the public register to find his name inscribed as our laws demand. Yes, these laws which the prosecution would use to condemn me but ignore in favour of torturing a man who by all rights should stand as witness; with his oath to the gods and his personal sense of justice as all free men are entitled.
I myself am unable to abide such an unlawful transaction and as I look to you men of the jury know that in your hearts you would not condemn a man solely for honouring their word as Prostrates. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Rhetorical devises and parallels to the ancient sources (Essay: 3oo words)
During this essay I will be identifying the parallels between the rhetorical devices used in the ancient sources and the ones I have implemented in my own speech writing.

Throughout the speech I have made sure to directly address the men of the jury in order in an attempt to make them feel personally involved in what I am saying and thus the case itself. I believe a good demonstration of this in regards to an ancient source would be Demosthenes’ repetition of “Men of Athens”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Dem.1.6-8] 

Furthermore, I have endeavoured to include emotive language such as ‘condemn/condemned’ as I believe that it speaks of finality and emphasizes the seriousness of the situation. This particular word has been used in several speeches one of which is Antiphon’s On the Choreutes as he denotes the repercussions of a man found guilty in the eyes of the law[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Antiph.6.4] 

In addition to this, I have sought to appeal to the jurors’ sense of honour and justice in accordance to the laws of Athens with my final statement. Antiphon’s own works seem to reflect this tactic with the line “I have faith in your judgement and the true story of my conduct”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Antiph. 2 4.1] 


It should be highlighted that although I have assigned reasons as to why some devices may have been used in specific passages, I cannot definitively state that this was the intention of the author in classical Athens. Moreover, my writing is not a comprehensive piece on all of the rhetorical devises used in the ancient sources and its writing style is most likely heavily influenced by Antiphon’s On the Choreutes[footnoteRef:4] because I was most familiar with this speech at the time. [4:  Antiph.6.1-51] 





Abbreviation table

	Name
	Abbreviation
	Work

	Antiphon
	Antiph.
	First Tetralogy
On the Choreutes

	Demosthenes
	Dem.
	Olynthiac I
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