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In this essay the student will critically discuss how learners with English as an additional language (EAL) experience barriers to literacy. Evaluating strategies to support literacy achievement for these learners. According to The National Literacy (2017) Literacy is the ability to read, write, speak, and listen in a way that lets us communicate effectively and make sense of the world Referring to relevant theories and policies throughout. Children face various learning barriers including socio-economic, gender, culture, bilingualism, or multilingualism along with specific learning difficulties having English as an additional language. EAL is explained as:
“A learner of English as an additional language (EAL) is a pupil whose first language is other than English. 'First language is the language to which the child was initially exposed during early development and continues to use this language in the home and community” (Gov.uk, 2007).
As the Special Educational Needs (SEN) Act is changing and the Additional needs (ALN) act is coming into place, it doesn’t change the Education Act 1996 and the Special Educational Needs Regulations Wales 2002 they will remain (GOV.UK, 2021). The Code that removes barriers to learning and participation known as Special Education Needs Code of Practise for Wales 2002. Even in the 21st Century, war still goes on and refugees flee, this is just one example of how a pupil in our welsh schools might have English as a second language.  In The Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Transformation Programme (2019) it explains that a learner has a learning difficulty or disability if she:
(a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or (b) has a disability for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010 which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities for education or training of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream maintained schools or mainstream institutions in the further education sector. A child under compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she is likely to (or would be likely to if no ALP were made) have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of their peers when they reach compulsory school age.

A child with English as an Additional language would face most of these difficulties stated under the term Additional learning difficulties (ALN) and would require the same help and support that other children get.
Children who learn any second language go through five stages of Second Language Acquisition:’ Preproduction, Early Production, Speech Emergence, Intermediate Fluency, and Advanced Fluency’ (Krashen & Terrell, 1983). The Resilient Educator, (2018) explains the 5 stages of second language acquisition. In the Preproduction period new learners spend time from several hours to months learning vocabulary and practising words, still at this stage they cannot speak with fluency or understand the vocabulary. Stage two the early production, the learner starts to speak some words and start to form short sentences. Stage three speech emergence, at this stage the learner gains greater comprehension skills and starts to read and write in their second language and can start putting short phases to speak to others. Intermediate fluency is when a learner can start to think in their second language and can read, write, and talk in with more complex sentences. Lastly for advanced fluency it is very important for learners to engage and express themselves with others in their new language in order to maintain it. The best way to upkeep a new language is to practice as much as you can. Other factors that can affect these stages such as Positive learning environments, Social Settings, motivation, and instructional strategies (Alberta, n.d.). 
Kaushanskaya and Marian, (2009) explain that:
“Being bilingual can have tangible practical benefits. The improvements in cognitive and sensory processing driven by bilingual experience may help a bilingual person to better process information in the environment, leading to a clearer signal for learning”.
Being bilingual helps cognitive development, with the brain being very active and flexible, switching from one language to another. Research has shown bilingual individuals find it less difficult than non-bilingual individuals too: Use logic, have strong thinking skills, less difficult with maths problems and solving word problems, learn other languages, think about new languages and remembering, making decisions, and focusing (The Benefits of Being Bilingual, n.d.). 
Being bilingual supports social-emotional development, providing firm relationships with family members, community, and the culture around them. It also supports a child develop their identity, in our diverse world, being bilingual helps children make new friendships with their second language (The Benefits of Being Bilingual, n.d.).
Literacy is extremely beneficial to all children, if a child lacks in literacy skills this will continue throughout their life. Low literacy skills effects so much of what we do in our daily lives for example: read the newspaper and keep up to date with current affairs, understand extremely important information for instance on the back of chemical labels (National Literacy Trust,). Every Child a Chance Trust, (2009) states:
“Low levels of literacy undermine the UK’s economic competitiveness, costing the taxpayer £2.5 billion every year”. 
Anti-social behaviour has a compelling link to poor literacy. Rutter et al., (1975) quote that in a study 25% of ten-year-olds with anti-social behaviour had a literacy difficulty. There has been much research into literacy difficulties and difficulties with social, emotional and behaviour linked together. (Miles and Stipek, 2006)
EAL learners face a triple challenge in their learning. They have to acquire both colloquial and academic English; they must develop the knowledge, skills and understanding of that curriculum; they must also overcome the culturally bound aspect of schooling. EAL learners, particularly new arrivals, may struggle in these three areas for a while as they learn to catch up with their peers. (Cable, 2009)
The Education Policy Institute has concluded in their research, that children with EAL by the end of primary school are 15.5 months behind native English speakers (Richardson, 2020). 
“Information literacy is the ability to think critically and make balanced judgements about any information we find and use. It empowers us as citizens to reach and express informed views and to engage fully with society.” (CILIP, 2021)
The additional social and cultural challenges a EAL child might feel could be a barrier to their learning. When a child feels bewildered or isolated also at school playtimes because they come from a different place in the world, were there might not be in education at their age or due to war, schools have been interrupted (Meshguides, n.d.). A lot of research has been studied to capture what its like for EAL learners and how schools support EAL within communities (Toohey and Norton, 2003). Some children who are from different countries would possibly start schools at different age ranges for example a 6-year-old would possibly have had 3 years already in education in England with a child from Germany starting school at 6, this could make a huge difference in learning (expatrio, 2021). Also, classrooms could have different layouts and routines that could potentially exclude the learner if not adapted (Cameron, Moon and Bygate 1996).
Kathy MacLean suggests:
 "Children learning English as an additional language are not a homogeneous group; they come from diverse regions and backgrounds... Children learning English as an additional language (EAL) are likely to have a range of experience and fluency in learning English. Some may have recently arrived and be new to the English language and British culture; some children may have been born in Britain but have been brought up with languages other than English; while yet others may have had years of learning in English."

All Language especially the English language is a very complex act to master, especially if it is not your first language. According to B.F. Skinner (1957) language can be learned through reinforcement. He argued that operant conditioning can be used to language acquisition, as operant conditioning targets and increases behaviour. Using the target behaviour for example: able to pronounce as word correctly followed with a positive reward.
Babette Brown, (1998) explains; For children to learn English best as and additional language they need to be in an environment that and feel supported and secure. Children learn with more hands-on approaches, so learning associated English language activities this way is a good way to learn. When learning a new language learner need to be the correct level for them to associated and connect with to make the correct progress, it is fact to focus on a visual experience that is text or grammar a learner will make the best progress. Learners should focus on experiences that stimulate communication their environment reflects their own cultural background. When a learner makes a mistake while learning a new language they should not be continuously corrected and corrected more often instead as this will only produce a lack of confidence to make an error again. To grow a bond between the educator and the learner, the educator should learn correct pronunciation of the child’s familiar language and a sense of their identity. We must also realise that everyone learns at different rates and learn using different strategies, and sometimes need multiple explanations to understand (Twinkle,2021). As Vygotsky suggests determining the learners Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) we must figure out where our children are with literacy and challenge them, once they master a stage of second language acquisition as educator, we can keep moving forward or reduce, fix and correct again just like scaffolding (E-learning, 2015). 
As we know being able to speak bilingual or multilingual does not always have its advantages. Some schools using two or more languages, depending on the child’s fluency important information can get lost in translation (ConnectUS, 2019). Also, more focus can be put upon the new language than learning other life skills in school for instance “The Hidden Curriculum” life skills. When you learn more than one language you can start to mix languages together. As someone who studied 2 languages in school including my native language English, this effected my exams due to a crossover of different languages and this was a disadvantage to myself.
Urie Bronfenbrenner believed that the effect of a child’s nature depended on the systems around them. There are five systems, Bronfenbrenner suggested the microsystem most effected the child’s development (Exploring your mind, 2020). The Microsystem is everyone who has the closest contact like family. He believed parents beliefs certainly effect the child, yet the child does have the ability to change the families beliefs and also the child has the cability to do this in school.
Exploring your mind, (2020) suggested Bronfenbrenner believed 
“If you change your environment, you’ll change. If you move to another country with a different culture, your identity will certainly change. The same can happen if your social role within one of the systems changes.”
Piaget’s child development theory suggested that a child learns to develop early language around 18-24 months this is known as the sensorimotor stage (Bhargava, 2020). I would guess comparing this to the 5 stages of second language acquisition, you could be teaching a 10-year-old with equivalent language to a 2-year-old. But what happens if a child lives in Wales and was born in Wales, but parents still choose to speak their native language at home which is the case in many situations. Some children find it okay to jump back and forth with languages but if that child has any other additional learning needs this can be really hard for them, having no support of language and literacy structure at home. There is no National Curriculum for an English language as a second language, yet the English language is the world’s second largest language (Torres, 2021) I think its possibly time for change? And modern technology is the way forward, If I asked my son to do some homework, he wouldn’t be too impressed! But if I asked him to watch YouTube video with the same information in, he would do it without thought. It time for change…..
