Assignment 1: 
A 2000 word report which will include a detailed outline of your dissertation (which you will prepare for seminar) and a short reflective discussion on the process of researching and writing the dissertation so far. Things you might consider for this report are: Have you narrowed your topic? Broadened it? What feedback have you been given, and how has it helped you to focus?

Marking Criteria for Assignment 1: 
With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above) 

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:
· A comprehensive outline, carefully thought out and reflecting a large amount of reading
· a clear and sharp focus upon the question 
· a sophisticated awareness of the topic and theoretical debate
· An excellent understanding of the issues that you will need to consider in your dissertation
· Demonstration that a considerable amount of thought has gone into honing the research topic, finding appropriate material and thinking through the sampling, data collection or library research
· You will have thought about problems that you have encountered, or may encounter, in a thoughtful and constructive manner.
· Demonstration that you have developed your topic, having done a considerable amount of reading, reflecting and taking advice.
· written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)
First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
· An excellent outline, carefully thought out and reflecting a large amount of reading
· A sophisticated understanding of your topic and the issues that you will need to consider in your dissertation. 
· a clear and sharp focus upon the topic
· An excellent understanding of the background and theory
· strong problem solving ability
· Demonstration that a lot of thought has gone into refining the research topic, finding appropriate material and thinking through the sampling, data collection or library research
· Demonstration that you have developed your topic, having done a considerable amount of reading, reflecting and taking advice. 
· written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69) 
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
· A very good outline, carefully thought out and reflecting a good amount of reading
· Clear focus on the topic
· A very good understanding of the issues that you will need to consider in your dissertation
· Good problem solving ability; an awareness of what the problems are or will be
· Demonstration that thought has gone into honing the research topic, finding appropriate material and thinking through the sampling, data collection or library research
· Demonstration that you have developed your topic, having done a good amount of reading, reflecting and taking advice. 
· written with clarity and accuracy

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59) 
Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:
· A good outline, reasonably well thought out and reflecting an acceptable quantity of reading; there may be significant gaps in the bibliography
· Some focus on the topic, though not always sustained or clearly focussed
· A sound knowledge of the topic and of the issues that you will need to consider in your dissertation
· Some problem solving ability; an awareness of what the problems are or will be
· Demonstration that thought has gone into preparing the research topic, finding appropriate material and thinking through the sampling, data collection or library research
· Demonstration that you have developed your topic, having done a some of reading, reflecting and taking advice. 
· written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.

THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49) 
Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:
· An acceptable outline, but sketchy. 
· The student has put together a reading list, and some reading has been done, but there is a limited range of reading or familiarity with the literature
· Some understanding of the issues that you will need to consider in your dissertation, but limited understanding and focus on the question
· An awareness of what the problems are or will be, but with significant limitations
· You have prepared a research proposal and have done some data collection; higher marks for thoughtful sampling strategies, evidence of independent thinking or anything that goes beyond simple description.
· Demonstration that you have developed your topic, having done a some of reading, reflecting and taking advice.
· Limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL (marks of 30-39)
Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. Students in this class are probably going to be the ones who did not engage in their work over the summer, and are not taking the process seriously enough.
· A sketchy outline, demonstrating that insufficient reading has been done
· Insufficient collection of data, including samples, reading or other material
· Little evidence that you understand the issues that you will need to consider in your dissertation; fundamental mistakes or errors due to insufficient reading
· Poor awareness of what your stumbling blocks or problems are or will be 
· Limited understanding of your topic
· Demonstration that you have not developed your topic, and have not met with your supervisor, sought advice or followed advice.
· Weak writing style
· Lack of engagement with the dissertation process

POOR FAIL (marks of 20-29)
This category will generally reflect work which fails because of limited engagement and inadequate content. Students in this class are probably going to be the ones who did not engage over the summer and are STILL failing to engage.
· A sketchy outline, demonstrating that little or no reading has been undertaken
· Severely limited knowledge and understanding of the topic; has not really begun reading
· No awareness of what the stumbling blocks or problems will be
· Work may be well under the word count
· Little evidence of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· Weak writing style.
· Little evidence that you have thought about your topic

SERIOUS FAIL (marks of 0-19)
Completely inadequate. This category is reserved for minimal work. 
· Severely limited knowledge and understanding of the topic; no reading undertaken
· Extremely sketchy outline
· Omission of reflective discussion 
· Failure to develop a research proposal or a methodology to pursue it
· May be under word count
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Flippant, irrelevant, confused or vague.
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