


DESCRIBE AND EXPLORE MARXISM	
The Industrial Revolution, which is judged to have begun from around 1760, put paid to small cottage industries with basic hand tools and primitive machinery. (Gaunt, 1977)
[bookmark: _Hlk3947411] Industrialization brought about the defining shift towards power-based, specialized machinery, factories as well as mass-production. Karl Marx believed that the Industrial Revolution was not fair to the workers as it deprived them of their independence as well as the pride they took in their work (Draper, 1978). Marxism is based on the political as well as economic theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels during the mid-19th century, which over a period of time, was further developed by their followers leading to the formation of the basis of communism. The founders of Marxism analysed the impact of capitalism on the working class as well as the political and economic developments. However, Marxism happens to be the antithesis of capitalism. Marxism is defined as a system of socialism wherein the dominant feature would be the public ownership of the means of production, distribution, as well as exchange (AllAboutPhilosophy.org, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk4420632]This essay intends to explore the Theory of Marxism as formulated by Karl Marx and the various aspect of the social topic. 

BBC - History - Historic Figures: Karl Marx (1818 - 1883)

Karl Marx came to live in London in 1849, where he was to spend the remainder of his life and he died there in 1883, being buried in Highgate Cemetery. In many ways his personal life was full of family tragedy. His friend and mentor Friedrich Engels supported him through periods of poverty and collaborated with formulating many of his ideas and published much of his writing after his death.
.
 (Ollman Bertell;1981)
. Marx was of the belief that social inequality was largely a result of the advent of division of labour which did lead to the formation of class within society. Owing to the industrialisation, he witnessed the emergence of a new class known as the factory-worker class. According to him, these workers were those that were restricted largely to the production units. This led to an unprecedented number of products being manufactured at extremely low costs. One can credit the technical innovations as well as division of labour for the workers to be able to generate greater profits for the owners. Marx has termed the difference between the production costs and the labour costs as ‘added value’. The added value that had been created by the workers vanished into the factory owners’ pockets.
 The workers were entitled to only the basic wage in spite of the added value they created

In the case of capitalism, the proletariat or the working class’ ownership is limited only to their capacity to work as they are able to sell their own labour only. Marx defines a class on the basis of the relationship between its members and the means of production. According to him, history is nothing but the chronology of class struggles, uprisings and wars. In case of capitalism, the workers are usually paid a bare minimum wage to financially support their families. The worker is isolated since he has does not have any control over labour or even the product he produces. The capitalists are the ones who sell the products that are produced by the workers at a value that is proportionate to the labour involved. Surplus value is defined as the difference between what the workers are paid and the price for which the products have been sold. 
The misery of the proletariat is further heightened during the periods of economic recessions. Such recessions arise when the working class is not able to buy the entire product of their labours and the dominant capitalists don’t consume the entire surplus value. According to Marx, a proletariat or socialist revolution would invariable occur if the state or the ruling class forcibly dominates over the working class in the form of a dictatorship. Owing to such a scenario, socialism gives rise to Communism. 

Exploitation
On the basis of economic and social grounds, Marx perceived capitalism to be an evil for the society, more so for the working class (Crocker, 1972). The gap in capital between the owner and worker kept increasing resulting in the worker becoming further impoverished relatively. Marx was of the belief that labour was an essential component of a man’s social life, but in capitalism, he realized that labour was subservient to profit. Owing to this, labour not just lost its relevance in the working class, but also became the prime reason behind their misery. The philosophical phenomenon of alienation gradually transformed into social phenomenon as the workers not only became irrelevant in the economic field, but in the field of politics and religion as well. Marx was of the view that religions had been created by people and served as opium for the workers. Faith in God helped the workers bear an otherwise unbearable life. Marx believed that religions could become irrelevant in communism as the workers would no longer require its support. 
According to Marx, a commodity is a product having a value for use as well as an exchange value. The use value would be the consumption value a product has minus the labour. There was considerable difference between the use value and the exchange value, which implied that the selling price was high owing to the low labour cost, thereby making the labour irrelevant. Since much more has been produced post the industrialisation, the products could easily be replaced. Owing to this, products were now perceived differently by the society. Marx named it as the fetish character. In the initial part of his book Das Kapital, Marx had stated in a poetic manner that he witnessed the emergence of two fetishes: a capital as well as commodity fetish. Later on, he switched to using the term exploitation. The second as well as the third part of Das Kapital were later completed and published by Friedrich Engels post Marx’s death (Marx, 1951).

Alienation
In the case of a capitalist society, the workers have no ownership over the means, such as raw materials, machines and factories that they use for their work. All of these belong to the capitalists for whom the workers work, selling their "labour power" or their work abilities for a wage. (Mészáros, 2006) Such a system of labour conveys four relations which form the core of Marx's Theory of Alienation:
First 
The workers are isolated or alienated from their productive activity and have no role in deciding what needs to be done or how it is to be done. It is the capitalist who not only sets the terms as well as speed of work but also decides on the hiring or firing of the workers. (Armando, 2017)
Second 
The workers are alienated even from the outcome or the product of the activity, which means that they have no control over what is being made or even what may happen to it after work is completed. (Armando, 2017)
Third –
The workers are also alienated from others due to competition as well as mutual indifference getting in the way of mutual cooperation. This is seen not only in the relation with the capitalist controlling the worker's activity for furthering his or her own profit-enhancing interests, but even in the relations between the individuals. Each person is trying his best to survive in the wake of fierce competition as well as the insecurities. (Armando, 2017)

 And last but probably the most important, the workers are alienated even from realizing their true, distinct potential for both creativity as well as community sharing as human beings. Owing to the labour which does alienate them from their activities, product as well as other 
people, the workers, over a period of time, end up losing their abilities to develop their finer qualities. (Armando, 2017)

Workers by their effort (wages), add a ream of benefits to others in the complex economic ‘food chain’ that ensues- The landlord that demands rent, the supermarket that demands money for food, and the profit of the capitalist. This is distributed largely to other profit-making companies such as banks, other producers of raw materials, manufactured goods etc. The system only works while every capitalist makes a profit, and every worker is employed, but systematically unravels if one or more parts of the economic ‘food chain’ fails.
[bookmark: _Hlk4256865]The expenses that the workers face, rent, mortgage payments, bank loans, food on the table etc, can leave many in permanent debt and unable to escape from ‘wage slavery’ unless they themselves acquire enough capital, by some other means to escape the poverty trap.


[bookmark: _Hlk4418168].
Strengths and Weaknesses of Marxism-
Equality - Marx emphasised equality, before the law, no gender bias, equal opportunity and providing a better life for themselves and dependents and all benefits that the state could provide regardless of status. (https://flowpsychology.com)

Benefits to society – 
Considers society as an entity regardless of wealth and class and even a capitalist system could be incorporated into a benefit for all.
Capitalism - 
It could be argued that there is a modern emphasis and a palpable shift towards small and medium enterprises as well as encompassing the large multi nationals who would have the benefits of scale in any large production process, requiring large investment and capital to pursue the aim and end   goal

Reduce debt –
 Within the concept of sharing effort and resources, it would be a valid consideration that debt would not burden individuals but become the responsibility of the state

Unions Rights –
 Strong workers unions would act against management and attempt to bring better wages and share profits for the good of all members of society


It could be argued that the history of organised religion has had a negative impact on society, pitting one group against another, and controlling people’s freedom of thought and a great deal of violence had been initiated across the spectre and spectrum of Christ, Buddha, Mohamed et al and factions within such groupings. Removing such limitations and allowing socialism to take a major role would in reality give rise to the clarion call of Marxism ‘Workers of all the world unite’

Adversely impact the educational system 

It would seem that Marx’s belief in state controlled and state led education, might restrict the concept of learning. A wide range of subjects which would not necessarily benefit the state directly would not be considered advantageous. Educating the whole person could be secondary to the needs of the state. In current totalitarian countries strongly affiliated with the communist principle, it can be seen as fostering an elite class of workers designed for a specific role.

Private ownership - 

There is no place for private ownership or private enterprise under Marxist philosophy because it goes against the principle of shared ownership and shared benefit, this assumes that everybody puts in the same effort and gets the same reward. Practical experience has shown that this is not the case and can lead to one group of workers resenting another group who do less work for the same benefit, and this manifestation of human nature is beyond the control of organised systems.
The prospect of dictatorship and control of individuals within this type of Socialism/Communism is real and has been witnessed in Soviet Russia and Mao’s China, over previous years

  It can be deduced that individuality is lost or rather subtended under Marxism. The strengths as well as weaknesses of this philosophy highlight certain sets of benefits as well as drawbacks, since a system of government is created which is highly prone to abuse, and   Marx recognised the flaw in his argument and sought to remedy this. By examining both its key strengths as well as weaknesses, society might recognise what the outcome could be, and act accordingly to alleviate one weakness and strengthen what would be beneficial.

In conclusion, Marxism is an economic system wherein the majority of the means of production are owned by the government or public companies along with the distribution and exchange of goods. However. Marxism is not a mere economic theory but a thought process (Illing, 2017). Karl Marx believed in the welfare of the working class and their liberation. He was strongly opposed to the Industrial Revolution as it took away the economic liberty of the labourers, and made them captive and at the mercy of the industrial giants. Marx believed that capitalism initiates an environment of exploitation and leads to social and political issue for society. Marx’s perspective about the unfair treatment of the workers and their exploitation at the hands of the capitalist manufacturers can be witnessed even in the modern-day world. Majority of the manufacturing companies based in the developed countries have their manufacturing units based in the third world nations. The working condition in these manufacturing units fall well below what would be acceptable in western societies, with no Health and Safety regulation or provision and are exploited by means of their cheap labour (Kelly, 2013) They are made to work in poor conditions and given lower wages compared to regulatory wages secured in the countries where the goods are sold.
In the modern-day world, countries like the Soviet Union and China have adopted Marx’s idea of social structure and incorporate a ‘classless’ society. Communist leaders such as Lenin and Joseph Stalin unwaveringly proclaimed an orthodox approach to the communism and altered it to manifest their own interest. (Rostow, 1955) As globalisation proceeded, the awareness of human exploitation at the hands of industrialists became a world-wide socio-political problem. With various doctrine ensured to curb this global problem the workers started getting better treatment and deals at work. Further, with the failure of Communist Bloc in the Soviet Union, the rise of the welfare movement for the workers working in manufacturing factories and other industries, and their subsequent improvement in their working conditions, have led to the Marxist view becoming ideologically weaker leading to detailed questioning of Marx’s economic perspectives. 
Apart from criticising capitalism, Marx played a major role in historical materialism. Marx believed in having a combined approach of both dialectics and materialism, and it is with the help of the dual approach that he was able to achieve at a methodical understanding of the way human history evolved (Stalin, 1938). In the modern world, Marx’s impression could be seen in various branches of studies such as economics, history, arts, literature and criticism. 
Marxism as an economic system intends to seek overall welfare for society and curb the increasing gap between the rich and the poor (Sunkara, 2013).
[bookmark: _GoBack] However, in today’s world, with Internet access and remote production with goods   marketed and supplied by third parties, one needs to use the theory with some trepidation. To examine on a personal level, whether if given the choice, we would opt out of having any personal possessions of value and surrender private property, land and money. In return we would have the knowledge and satisfaction that such an act would be for the common good and depend entirely on the state to share out resources according to individual needs and not wants.
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