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CLAH6007
West meets East: At the Borders of the Oikoumene and Beyond 
(Module Syllabus)


Module Code: 		CLAH6007
Credit points: 			20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: 	None
Taught: 			Semester 1
Lecturer: 			Dr Matthew Cobb			


AIM(S)
· To enable students to evaluate and analyse the nature and development of Graeco-Roman knowledge of the East.
· To enable students to gain an understanding and interaction with various peoples and cultures beyond the Mediterranean.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· adopt an interdisciplinary approach to the subject in order to evaluate the cultural, religious, political, diplomatic, military and economic exchanges of the Greeks and Romans with various eastern civilisations - notably with peoples from the Indian subcontinent, central Asia, the southern Arabian Peninsula, East Africa and the Far East;
· draw upon and assess a wide range of disparate ancient evidence, both written (literature, epigraphy, papyrology, ostraka, ancient graffiti), material (archaeological and archaeobotanical evidence, and numismatics), and visual (art and sculpture); 
· a sophisticated understanding of the complex relationships that can exist between different cultures, and the means by which these cultures attempt to comprehend each other.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· India as a distant, strange and poorly understood during the Archaic and Classical periods.
· The legacy of Alexander in the central Asia and the northwest Indian subcontinent. 
· Ethnographic studies, India and other eastern societies as full of wondrous and monstrous men and creatures.
· Late Hellenistic and Roman contact with India and the expansion to trade and the creation of Diasporas.

OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT ME
Please feel free to come and see me if you would like to discuss any problems you may have concerning this module. Try, if at all possible, to come during my office hours. If you come to see me at another time and I am not in because of teaching or other commitments, please email me (m.cobb@uwtsd.ac.uk). You can also ask questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course. 


STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
This 20-credit module has 30 contact hours. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform Liann Parker (L.Parker@uwtsd.ac.uk) from the Faculty Office by email.

Course Outline:

	Type
	Content

	Season 1
	Introduction

	
	India in the early Greek imagination

	
	The weird and wonderful – Ctesias on India 

	Season 2
	Alexander and Dionysus – The invasion of India

	
	The Empire of the Maurya 

	
	Megesthenes

	Season 3
	The Graeco-Bactrian kings 

	
	The Indo-Greeks and their Legacy 

	
	Philosophy, Buddhism and the Greek World 

	Season 4
	The Ptolemies: Elephant hunting and gold mining (elephants in Combat)

	
	The Ptolemies and the Erythra Thalassa

	
	Discovery of the Monsoon – An ancient Columbus? 

	Season 5
	A new age of globalisation / “oikoumenisation”

	
	Balancing the scales

	
	Embassies to Rome

	Season 6
	The “Yavanas” and Merchant Diaspora

	
	Fantasy Islands – Utopias in the Indian Ocean

	
	The Island of the Sun and the Island of the Panchaeans

	Season 7
	India in the Roman imagination

	
	Philostratus’ Life of Apollonius of Tyana

	
	Apollonius - a wizard in India

	Season 8
	The Eastern Desert and Red Sea

	
	Rome and East Africa

	
	“Raft men” – The ancient cinnamon route?

	Season 9
	Palmyra and the Persian Gulf

	
	Arabia Felix

	
	Early Christianity in India

	Season 10
	Rome and the Seres

	
	The People of Da Qin

	
	Exam Preparation session 




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 50% - deadline 12/12/17 (work must be submitted to turn-it-in by 23:59 at the latest)

One 2,500 word assignment - essay.


1. Do our sources allow us to understand whether Alexander the Great had any coherent strategies and objectives in mind while campaigning in Bactria and India?  

2. How much historical credence should be placed in the “discovery traditions” connected to Eudoxus of Cyzicus and Hippalus?

3. Critically consider how accurate the notion is that Rome’s Indian Ocean trade harmed the Empire’s economy.

4. Critically discuss how Philostratus’ representation of India in the Life of Apollonius of Tyana suits the purposes of his work.


Assessment Component 2 – 50% - January Exam Period

One examination (2 hours).

General assessment information: coursework
Coursework submission for this module will be through Moodle. Please follow the instructions on the module’s Moodle page for how to submit your work. The deadline for submission will be at 3 pm on the day given above. You will also need to retain a second electronic copy of your work to be submitted, if deemed appropriate, to the module convenor.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.



Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that our Level 6 Welfare Officer, Dr Alexander Scott (Alexander.Scott@uwtsd.ac.uk), is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Your coursework will be returned electronically through Moodle. Detailed feedback is given on the essay cover sheet but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours (see times given above). 

Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
Help for the writing of coursework is available in the TSD and School of Classics Reference Guides, as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections carefully. 

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing, font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  

In case of problems….
Do come and see me during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.
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