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[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 28 of the UNCRC (1989) states:
‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.’
From a global perspective and referring to local and global policies, critically discuss barriers to engagement in Education for children in one country of your choice. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.
Schools carry out systemic strategies to strengthen the learning standards. Every child has the same educational rights and should be treated the same, from all different backgrounds and knowledge of understanding and skills to higher standards learners. The chosen county for this assignment is Uganda. A brief overview and information about this country will also be discussed through this assignment, along with any organisations or charities that are currently working towards getting the country a better way of life and education. A form of discipline in schools is essential as it teaches the children essential skills ready for their lives later in their lives. The author will be researching through books, websites and blogs through the internet, and information from personal experience in order to discuss throughout this assignment. 
As stated above, the chosen country to discuss through this assignment is Uganda. This country, which is located in the East of Africa, is home to a population of around 36,759,000. Since 1962, Uganda gained their independence from the United Kingdom. Over the last two decades, Uganda has made beneficial and developmental progress. Nevertheless, there is still work to go through in order for the country to overcome some of the significant barriers that are causing the country to be developmental and are not ensuring that the people, and in this situation the children, have the best start to educational life in order for them to learn and develop as individual through their lives. Uganda, like many other similar developing countries around the world, face these main barriers to education. Educate a Child (2012) lists these as:
· Poverty
· Conflict
· Rural areas
· Gender: Early Marriage
· Violence in and around schools
· Gender 
Through continuous research, researchers generalise that there are many barriers for children in poor countries to access education. But Ruekert (2018) also states an interesting matter that; ‘Some are obvious – like not having a school to go to – while others are more subtle, like the teacher at the school not having had the training needed to effectively help children to learn.’ This matter of fact is striking, as this one of the many barriers that many people are unaware about, or even do not think about, as we as a county are fortunate enough to have these given to us, and perhaps they are taken for granted. This is the main hidden barrier that children may face, which can be the most challenging as others may be unaware, and therefore unable to help or give correct guidance. How are the children in Uganda to learn and process new information if they do not have a teacher there to essentially teach them these skills that are vital for them to learn? It is a sad matter that must be brought to light, as there are many people who would not consider this to be a barrier, simply because it would not cross their minds that they do not have this vital human resource in order to help develop the skills of their children for the future of their country. In contrast to Britain, this barrier is not a concern, as educational professionals must ensure that they have a university degree, along with a qualified teaching status to ensure that they are able to teach in schools across the country. This is essential, as every teacher is then qualified and follow a set of rules set and regulated by the government to ensure that they teach to their group of children within schools. 
Although university funds are not fully covered by the government here in Britain, there are ways to help the students through university degrees with bursaries and student loans. Without the help of these, many people would be unable to go to university to continue with their learning and process of education. This is a very beneficial matter in this country, as it allows younger generation to progress and ensure that they have essential qualifications to continue with their career in later life. However, as one of the poorest countries in the world, this type of support is unable and impossible in Uganda. This shows to be another influential barrier to education and learning in Uganda, as there is no money within the country to support the people and even the younger generation in order to progress their future careers. In some cases, there are many founders and charities that allow volunteers to go visit this country in order to bring some of their experiences and qualifications in order to teach some of the children in this country, to give them an insight of what school life is like. This is vital as it ensures that poorer countries such as Uganda benefits from helping countries such as Britain in order to help and develop as a country through the educational system. It is also beneficial for people from Britain to go to developing countries such as Uganda in order to realise the differences between the two countries and to give some help and support in their own way to the country. 
Sadly, one influential barrier to this chosen country is the barrier of conflict. An unknown barrier to many of us in this country, this is proven to be a harsh barrier, as children are innocent lives who are caught in amongst conflict between other countries, and who are naïve to what is occurring in their surrounding areas. Educate a Child (2012) also states that; ‘Uganda is also host to a sizeable refugee population from neighbouring countries including Sudan, South Sudan, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia, Burundi, Ethiopia and Eritrea.’ This can be a contributing factor to the barrier of conflict, as this can cause refugees to come to different countries and also causes the number of population to increase. Refugees that may come to different countries for shelter and safety from their own countries may bring their own barrier to education because some may not speak the language of the country that they have moved to. Similar to Britain, the barrier of conflict through refugees is a barrier to education and learning for children, mainly as they do not have the ability to speak the language of the specific country, and naturally, the emotional and physical well-being of these refugees must be attended to before looking at their intellectual or educational needs. Every child is an individual, and as Article 28 states; that every child has the right to education, it is a duty of care for people in those countries to ensure that all children have received and are given the opportunity of education. UNESCO (2017:16) supports and agrees with this and states; ‘Refugees are entitled to receive quality education in accordance with the general protection.’ This information is vital to remember and consider, and as out through this policy, the procedure and guidelines are set to be followed in order to ensure that the children are treated as equals, with respect and to have the right and ability to a good education. 
Gender, especially the difference between girls and boys in schools in Uganda is an influential barrier to learning, as gender equality can be an influential barrier in Uganda, and many young girls can be vulnerable to abuse or attacks from others on their journey to schools. Gender equality within education and schools is essential and has a clear guideline and procedure to follow. This perhaps shows one of the biggest differences between Britain and Uganda, where we see an educational system that is treated fairly between boys and girls. The image over in Uganda is somewhat different, where they do not see the education of girls as a priority. Faughnan (2016) ‘In Moroto, only 6.4% of girls finish their primary education.’ This is a worrying fact that must be understood and considered. Naturally through the demands of the country and their way of life, the girls are expected to keep the family home going, whilst learning new skills at the home, for example, cleaning, cooking and going to fetch clean water for the household. In addition to this, Faughnan (2016) also states that ‘Many schools are not ‘female’ friendly and do not encourage girls to participate.’ Again, this matter is highly worrying and it may cause a shock to some. Naturally, there are still many differences between genders in Britain, but researchers and campaigners are working towards gender equality throughout all aspect of life, where being a girl or a boy does not matter, and the person as an individual may accomplish or do whatever they desire to participate or learn in life. The first step here in this particular chosen country, Uganda, is to equalise the importance for both girls and boys to attend school and receive a good education early in their lives in order for them to proceed and continue learning through their later lives and achieve qualifications for their careers. In contrast, the focus here in Britain is to ensure that girls and boys have an equal opportunities in different activities that they may want to do; for example dancing, football or cooking. There are many views that certain sporting activities may only suited to a certain gender, i.e. people associate rugby with boys, and ballet with girls. As a nation and country, the ability of each individual child should be considered and all should have an equal opportunity in order to practise and try new skills. Educational practitioners also have a responsibility to ensure that children have the opportunity to express themselves in different ways and for them to explore new ideas and experiences in their lives. Across the world, different charities and fundraising groups are working on the idea of gender equality through developing countries in order for them all to experience the same life and to ensure that they are both able to decide their future paths in their own individual lives. DFID (2018) will ensure to take; ‘…global leadership on education for children with disabilities and work across government to maintain the global focus on hard-to-reach girls and children affected by crises.’ This encourages and supports the work being done across the world in order to ensure that those individuals who are not being considered through educational practises are considered and remembered in order for them to have an equal chance at their own choices in their lives.
The 1990 World Declaration on Education for All (cited in UNICEF 2018) discussed education as; ‘…essential learning tools such as literacy, numeracy and problem solving combined with knowledge, skills, values and attitudes required by human beings to survive, develop potential, to improve the quality of their lives, to make informed decisions and to continue learning.’ Education is the key for children to practise and explore different things through their experiences and studies. The Department for Education and Skills (DfES) have researched and put guidelines and procedures in place in order to ensure that refugee children are treated as equals, and that they are considered through the educational system. DfES (2014:8) through their report state that; ‘It aims to make the first crucial weeks in a new school a happy experience.’ This is vital to consider and remember, as some of the refugee children will have different emotional needs, depending on their own personal experience. This shows a difference between the systems in Britain compared to the one in Uganda. Correct interventions can be afforded here in this country, whereas in Uganda there is not enough money for the children of their own country to attend school through the educational purposes. DfES (2014:8) supports this information, by stating that; ‘Some children come from countries where the education system is different.’ In some cases, there are children from other countries who do not attend school, as the distance is too far for them to travel to the nearest school to their home. 
As stated above, distance from home to school is another barrier that many children in developing countries such as Uganda face, with some travelling or walking up to three hours to their nearest school. This is another contributing factor that affects children attending schools and receiving appropriate education. In a contrast to Britain, some children of Uganda must travel a long distance before they reach their nearest school location. Nevertheless, some children in Britain may not live close to the school that they attend, but there are necessary travel arrangements that are in place by government that ensure that children are able to get to and from their school to their home without implementing on their educational purposes. This shows one major difference between the two countries, and that the roads to and from the home and schools in Britain are fully intact and are appropriate and in good use for road transport.
Malnutrition and poor diet is a negative factor on children in developing countries, this can be a major barrier to some children which has a negative aspect and influence on them. This is a barrier that is perhaps overlooked, as they are a poor country with poor currency and money in the country. Without money, the children will not be able to buy food, and many are without clean, fresh water. This highly affects children, as a poor diet and malnutrition can cause serious health problems, which will also affect their education as they will not be able to concentrate or stay awake through a full day of school – especially those who must travel hours in order to reach a school destination. These two barriers then go side by side together, and both must be remembered and considered as the country is developing, therefore these matters, which some may take for granted, need to be addressed and taken in to account first and foremost in order to overcome the barriers facing the children to their education. 
In conclusion, there are several barriers to engaging in education for children of Uganda as stated above in this assignment. The main hidden barrier discussed was the barrier of not having educated teachers in order to give and provide education purposes to the children and younger generation of the country. In Britain, we are fortunate to have the correct education and proses in place in order to ensure that there are educational professionals who are educated and qualified to teach and give the correct forms of education to children and the younger generation. Department for International Development – DFID (2018) as one of the matters to focus on good teaching, states that; ‘Teaching quality is the most important factor affecting learning in schools.’ This is an essential factor to consider, as the main focus in Britain is to ensure that teaching standards are good in order to pass on the essential skills to learners through the educational process. Here, DFID are focusing on a matter that encourages teaching standards in both Britain, and developing countries such as Uganda. 
Another barrier discussed in the assignment was that of gender equality, where boys’ education is seen most important in comparison to a girls’ education. This is a huge barrier that affects many countries throughout the world, and this is the main aspect and barrier that must be addressed and confronted, and as the article in the title states; as every child is an individual, they each have a right to education as this is the key to open several doors for the children through their lives in order to make a change and also change their lives for the better.
Conflict and refugees can be barrier to education in some countries. Particularly in Uganda, where they have taken some refugee children to their country. Following this barrier, comes the barrier of language and literacy, depending on what language the children speak. However, as discussed, there are policies and procedures in place that focus on the individual child in order for them to exercise their skills and true potential through an educational system. These policies and articles also cover the different aspects of the other barriers discussed in order to give each child an equal opportunity in their lives to ensure that they can follow their own desired life paths and that they have the choice of what they want to do.
The other barriers discussed were poverty; where malnutrition and poor diet are considered as a main affect to children who may be going through the educational system in their country. The barrier of distance in countries such as Uganda also contributes to these barriers also, as they are not similar to the barriers we may face here in Britain. Naturally, in Britain, poverty is a barrier for some children in specific areas. However, compared to the situation based in Uganda, there is no comparison between the two countries. Each country must be focused on as an individual, similar to the situation with individual children. No two children are the same, similar to the fact that no two countries are the same, therefore we cannot state that what works for one country will benefit and will work for another. Strategies and procedures must be put in place in order for that individual country to be able to set out what they want to change and achieve, and put a plan of action in place in order to benefit the people of that particular country. 
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