The purpose and importance of Harvard referencing 

Welcome
Hi, my name is Sienna Davies and throughout this video I will be discussing the purpose and importance of Harvard referencing.

Introduction 
What is referencing: referencing is giving credit to the author(s) by including where information used in a piece of work was found. 
Harvard referencing is the most used and common style of referencing for universities in the UK. This style includes in-text citations stating the author and year as well as a reference list at the end of a piece of work which displays full details of a source. In-text citations are used in brackets alongside the quote or paraphrased source. A reference list requires all sources to be put in alphabetical order using the author’s surname and its purpose is to provide readers with the information needed to look up said source should they wish to (Caulfied, 2023). 
(University of Wales Trinity St David, 2023)
In-text citation example: (Pears and Shields, 2022)
Reference list example: Pears, R. and Shields, G. (2022) Cite them right: the essential referencing guide. 12th edn. London:Bloomsbury.

Key areas to discuss:
1.  What content needs to be referenced?

[bookmark: _Int_SNvVSht2][bookmark: _Int_VC6boM7k]According to the University of Oxford (2024, A), referencing isn’t limited to text and website downloads, but applies to computer codes, illustrations, graphs and published text as well. Furthermore, referencing is also required for data from books and journals and unpublished data such as lecture data, theses or essays from fellow students. 


2.   The consequences of not referencing correctly 

A consequence of a failure to reference or a failure to do it correctly, is plagiarism; this is a breach of academic integrity as originators should be given acknowledgment and credit for their material being used. Furthermore, misplaced credit being received means that that individual has failed to complete the learning process by claiming work as their own when it is not as well as not abiding by university guidelines of requiring Harvard referencing. A following result of not referencing correctly is the implications and serious consequences for an individual's future career; this is because plagiarism is unethical and would create a flaw in a person's reputation and academic as well as professional appearance. (University of Oxford, 2024, B). 
According to Cross (2023), plagiarism “erodes trust, undermines fairness and tarnishes the reputation of those who engage in it.” 
Plagiarism is a form of academic misconduct, and a type of plagiarism is using artificial intelligence. The ability to use custom-made and pre-written essays that are not your own, also known as ‘essay mills’ is illegal in places already. It is said that more than 1,000 essay mills are in operation in the UK. (BBC News, 2021). 
The Skills and Post-16 Education Act now makes it illegal in England for completed pre-written assignments or pre-completed exams to be offered for financial gain (Havergal, 2022). 

Conclusion
Thank you for listening to this video about referencing; its definition, its content and its consequences. 
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