
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA for CREATIVE WRITING 
 

 

ORIGINALITY 
 

An understanding of originality and use 

of imagination in the context of creative 

writing.  

The work(s) demonstrate(s) deployment of 

imagination and originality in the production of 

writing creatively, and, as appropriate, the ability to 

reflect upon the processes underpinning this 

production. 

LANGUAGE 
 

Skill and control in the manipulation and 

use of appropriate language and units of 

expression 

The work(s) demonstrate(s) an awareness of, and the 

ability to deploy, appropriate language in relation to 

genre, form or other conventions and expectations, 

including pace, rhythm and shaping. 

 

EDITING 
 

Skill in self editing and revision 

The work(s) demonstrate(s) an awareness of the 

demands of, and the ability to deploy the skills 

required in, editing and revision at a mechanical 

(proof-reading), structural (length, pace, plot etc.)  

SR 
 

Evidence of skills in research: an 

awareness of reading in relevant genres 

and of associated practices as appropriate, 

as research for creative practice and 

development as a writer. 
  

Evidence of reading of, and reflection upon, (sub)genre 

or other comparables; and of awareness and 

deployment of ‘background’ research as appropriate 

(e.g historical/factual research) as appropriate 

ASSESS OTHERS 
 

An ability to assess the work of others  

The work(s) demonstrate(s) an understanding of the 

process assessing the work of others ,for example, by 

producing reviews and written assessments of the 

creative work of others in relation to targeted 

publications; or by drawing on examples to sharpen 

self-critique 

AUDIENCE 
 

Awareness of audience/market 

expectations of an exercise, piece, 

portfolio or project 

The work(s) demonstrate(s) an awareness of its 

intended audience and readership and/or the market 

expectations relevant to the work including the 

conscious subverting of these expectations if 

appropriate.  

PROFESSIONALISM 
 

An understanding of the presentational 

expectations of creative and/or 

professional writing  

The work(s) exhibit an understanding of the 

presentational expectations of a particular form, 

(sub)genre or professional piece(s) of writing – 

including the conscious subverting of these 

expectations if appropriate  

GUIDELINES 
 

Adherence to guidelines  

The work adheres to guidelines provided in terms of 

scope, presentation, content not otherwise noted in the 

other marking criteria, for example the inclusion of 

(annotated) bibliographies where appropriate.  


