                                                                  From the Earth 

                             Visual ethnography and its importance
[bookmark: _Int_QNrzsox6]Visual ethnography is a research method in which the researcher uses photographs, videos, or film to gain their information. Anthropologist Sarah Pink states that images are everywhere in a modern society and that they are always expanding the control that they hold over areas of society. She explains that as technology becomes more prevalent, the use of images within everyday life will also increase. Sarah Pink defines Ethnography as a methodology that allows the researchers to experience, interpret, and represent cultures and societies. (pink, 2019) Visual methods are an effective way of achieving this as Images allow for details to be shown that sketches or spoken descriptions do not. Images allow split second moments to be captured such as a bird in flight while film allows for media such as movement and sound to be captured. While an anthropologist may be able to describe a traditional dance with great detail on paper having a video of the dance where researchers are able to see the movements of the dancers and hear the music that they are dancing to it allows for the true story of the dance to be told. Visual methods are best when trying to show a theme such nature around the campus. Being able to show flowers blooming gains a much more effective feeling that a description could. 

                      Why From the Earth
My theme is From the Earth and follows the natural ecosystem of the Lampeter campus and how cohabitation is achieved between the creatures, plants and humans that inhabit it. I chose this theme as the Lampeter campus has a wide range of wildlife that calls it home spanning from large birds to tiny caterpillars. It is also an exceedingly green campus with various forms of vegetation, trees, flowers, and fungi growing around the university. I wanted to show how the nature in Lampeter has made a home for itself on the university grounds. This is seen not only through the animals that are seen to live on campus but also the way that plant life has spread on campus from ivy taking over walls to flowers growing away from where others have been planted. 
[bookmark: _Int_xV87urta]My ideas for this essay changed multiple times in the planning process. In the beginning I was taking pictures of things that I perceived as being pretty. When walking around the I took many pictures of flowers and plants that I thought were aesthetically beautiful this led me to look through my camera roll at previous pictures I had taken while on campus. This led me to change my theme to how the seasons show on the Lampeter campus and how they change how the campus looks. I noticed that photos that I took at the start of the first term compares pictures I had taken especially for this essay. Looking into this idea made me realise how many pictures I had taken of nature on campus which gave me the thought that my theme should highlight the nature on campus which created my final theme of From the Earth. This is based on the idea that everything survives from the earth and therefore nature is seen everywhere even on a busy university campus.

Insects 
[bookmark: _Int_H4lByt4H]When taking pictures for this essay I came across many insects all over the campus sometimes in places where I did not expect to see them. Something that I found intriguing when choosing these pictures was that out of the five pictures two were inside, two were on man-made objects and only one was an insect on a natural form. This shows how insects have used the campus to their advantage. 
[image: ]
The caterpillar of a pale tussock moth found on the outdoor stairs of the university accommodation
[image: ]
Another caterpillar however this one was found on the wall of the sports centre on campus.
[image: ]
A ladybug that I found in my university accommodation kitchen.
[image: ]
A grasshopper that appeared on the window ledge of my bedroom.
[image: ]
A red admiral butterfly that we saw sat on a bush near the stream that runs through campus. 

Animals 
[bookmark: _Int_tYS3teke]The next category of my images is Animals that I found on and around the campus. Unlike with the insects the majority of the animals that I took pictures of were found in a more natural setting with only one of the images showing an animal in an out of the ordinary setting.  
[image: ]
A robin sat in a tree on the outskirts of the old building.

[image: ]
The affectionately nicknamed campus cat sat near the entrance to the university.
[image: ]
A crow taking a perch on a rooftop.
[image: ]
A squirrel peeking its head out of a general waste bin between the Library and the Canterbury building.

Flowers
[bookmark: _Int_H20G4bAh]The flower category was one of the larger categories that I took pictures of. When deciding what I wanted to take pictures for to create this essay I took notice of how many flowers were planted around the university. I found them both in public areas such as the main paths, as well as private areas such as university student accommodation.
[image: ][image: ]
Crocus that surrounds a tree outside of the Old Building.

[image: ]
Grape hyacinths that line the outer beds of the Old Building.

[image: ]
A Japanese Camellia bush in the inner courtyard of the old building.

[image: ]
A pansy growing in a flowerbed on the backside of the old building.
[image: ][image: ]
Daffodils and snowdrops that lined the pathway between the teaching buildings and the main bridge to the student accommodation.



[image: ]
A daisy outside of the teaching buildings on the bank of the stream.
[image: ]#[image: ]
Primroses that are growing around a tree outside of the student accommodation.

Mushrooms 
This category came to be when I saw strange looking mushrooms growing near the outdoor steps of the student accommodation. I found this intriguing as this patch of ground was heavily used with a trodden path stretching across the grass and molehills, yet it still allowed for new growth of mushrooms. This led to me looking in other areas of the campus for mushroom growth.
[image: ][image: ]
A set of different mushrooms found near the outdoor stairs of the Student Accommodation.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
Mushroom growth on a tree stump on the outdoor stairs leading to the library. 
Trees 
While i didnt take many pictures of trees to make up this category the trees that I did capture make an impression on the area of the campus that they take up. While some are tall and tower over walkways providing shade to the campus while others are small and do not make much impact until they bloom into beautiful colours. 
[image: ][image: ]
The blooms of a crab-apple tree outside of the tucker building.
[image: ]
A large evergreen that stands next to the library.

Ivy wall 
[bookmark: _Int_Gcfai4nS]There is only one image in this category however I believe that it makes a significant impact. The thickness and expanse of the ivy coverage indicates that it has been allowed to grow and take over that given area which further shows that nature around the campus has reclaimed areas as its own. 
[image: ]
Ivy that covers a portion of the outer wall of the old building.

In conclusion, the idea of from the earth displays the cohabitation of humans and nature. In the current state of the world where global warming and pollution caused by humanity has caused so much damage to the environment and plant growth it is beautiful to see that even a busy area such as a university campus can have a thriving ecosystem that is preserved by the Humans that populate it. However, some images do show the change caused by humans with wild animals becoming domesticated enough to rifle through bins in the centre of campus and allow for a picture to be taken. This collection of pictures shows different areas of the campus all having natural beauty not just the areas that are openly shown to the public even areas that are overlooked such as stairwells have signs of nature to be seen.
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