Classical Criminology and Evidence Based Policing

[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_IuDmAbwU][bookmark: _Int_bhSxxbCj]Classical criminology incudes crime as free will decision to make a criminal choice which explains the idea that people choose to commit crimes, punishment acting as a deterrent to crime and the assumption that people seek pleasure and try to avoid pain. Punishment as a deterrent aims to discourage the offenders from criminal acts in the future to stop them from repeating crimes or in present so this will make people stop committing crimes in fear of getting punished because people will be aware of the consequences so due to this will stop them from wrongdoing. This can be seen as discouragement which aims to stop minds to take wrong and illegal paths. On the whole people are free to decide whether or not to engage in criminal behaviour. If they choose to commit a crime it is expected that they are responsible for what they have done. It also refers to the concept that people have control over their actions and therefore responsible for their decisions and consequences they bring. However, other factors can affect the reason that people commit crimes such as genes and formative social environments so this suggest there is not always free will that incorporate and are associated with crimes. This helps us understand crimes and criminality because people have a free choice and it is their decision to engage in criminal activity, so crime is a result of the choice that they have made and are aware of the consequences from taking part in crime so should be punished accordingly and fairly. Reasons for crime can also be caused by natural forces or forces of this world such as the absence of effective and fair punishments. So, punishments should be suitable and same severity as the crime that was committed in order to deter people from committing the same crime over again in the future.

A model of evidence-based policing is SARA which is a decision-making model that incorporates analysis and research, adapting solutions to specific problems which also includes evaluating the effectiveness of those responses. The aim for SARA is to work with the community to deter crimes such as murder as well as theft. SARA stands for: Scanning which involves identifying, prioritizing and selecting problems that need attention using data from the police as well as other sources such as community and looks at reoccurring criminal activity as well as victims involved, common areas where crimes take place plus the kinds of crimes that take place; Analysis which includes closely and deeply analysing the causes of the issue plus the underlying causes of repeated calls for service and crime incidents which also looks at the severity of the issues occurring within a community and collects information and data from all ends from members of the community; Response which involves determining and gaining a response to a particular problem which the response should be evidence based as much as possible and implements methods that could serve as solutions for the issues that were analysed; Assessment which requires assessing and evaluating the impact of responses and being willing to try something different if the response was not effective or not good enough to solve the issue. This is effective as it allows for law enforcement to effectively pinpoint issues and solve them in the community and they also are assessed to make sure the solutions were effective and find replacement to improve them. Overall, SARA involves the police and the community working together. However, the purpose of this may not always work because it depends on the community and not every community has a good relationship or perspective on law enforcement so there are chances of minimal interaction or cooperating from community members.
Another model of evidence-based policing is Hotspot which means crime and violence tend to be present and surround scall locations which identifies locations where crime is most concentrated, focuses policing resources and activities on them. This involves crime mapping technology to identify hotspots and predictive software to predict when and where crimes are likely to happen. The findings of when and where crimes occur indicate that crime is unlikely to move to other locations. This suggests that hot spots policing could lead to small reductions in crime or antisocial behaviour in areas immediately adjacent to targeted hot spots.  Through hotspots policing strategy, law enforcement and the police can focus on limited resources where crime is most likely to occur.
The strategy of hotspots to reduce crimes such as drug offences because these are often clustered in small locations and not evenly spread within neighbourhoods. This is because the offenders make rational choices and choose locations that are at low risk and don’t have to put much effort into hiding which also choose targets that offer a high reward with little effort and risk. Hotspots deters and prevents drug offences to commit crimes when an offence perceives that the cost of committing a crime outweighs the benefits. These leads to crime decrease because offenders will reduce due to the fear of getting caught. Criminals in drug trafficking mainly engage due to greed and the desire to make money and to live an expensive life. Factors that could engage people in taking part is unemployment to earn money and fend for themselves and their family to afford things because it includes easy money and power; poverty when someone comes from a poor background there are even fewer opportunities available to them such as education and jobs which can lead to desperation of money and so as a result these people might take easy and quick route of trafficking drugs and also these people may be seen as a target for drug traffickers knowing that they are valuable so they will easily engage in such activities due to desperation and need for money. Because it includes easy money people will often want to engage for little effort to gain money for satisfaction and pleasure which can make people be ignorant towards the consequences of this action. However, it's not always their choice to take part in these activities because some young and vulnerable people are being exploited into this. The dealers will; frequently target children and adults often with mental health or addiction problems and in some cases will take over something such as a local property belonging to a vulnerable person and use it to operate their criminal activity from.
[bookmark: _Int_71v4IZlp][bookmark: _Int_AJ76zszP][bookmark: _Int_xk9m9XG0]Classical criminology helps us understand that offences have the free choice of committing a crime and how it is up to them to engage. This also helps reduce crime rates as punishments acting as a deterrent for people which will abstain them from criminal activities by the severity of the penalties and how quickly the punishment is inflicted. However, a weakness of classical criminology is assuming that all criminals are rational which is not generalised to the whole population, due to the fact that there may be biological factors stopping an individual from being able to think and behave rationally so therefore it may not be the individual's own choice as they may have been born that way. They may not have the ability to make the right decision due to a mental illness such as schizophrenia. Furthermore, it does not include people that will have no choice but to engage in order to survive such as homelessness.  Classical criminology only describes how people act due to the principles of rationality and free will, but it does not involve factors of necessity in order to survive. However, it is successful in providing a deterrent and a way in which to successfully contain individuals who rebel against the system. This also shows criminals that they cannot behave in a certain way to maximise their pleasure and minimise pain if it involves breaking the law, it does this successfully because the punishments that are given is more than that of the pleasure that they would receive. Therefore, individuals contemplating criminal behaviours would not do so due to the laws set in place to deter the behaviour and avoid them from taking part in any criminal activity.
[bookmark: _Int_nedFOAWS]Having Hotspots in place is shown to reduce violence and reduce overall offending which includes drug offences and property offences. Also, the cost of Hotspots is likely to be low which makes it a strength to having this evidence based policing model. Evidence based policing also allows to see the impact of different interventions on crime and understand how they work, where they work. Police can base their decisions upon established and proven methods of investigation. Furthermore, they can bear in mind existing evidence and advance procedure through alternating based on this. However, polices and procedures will only be as good as the research itself, researchers may not be sufficiently thorough with their hypotheses, data collection and methods. If anyone from these areas is faulty, the conclusions obtained from that research may be unreliable. So, attaching evidence-based policing to policy decisions may give the community a false sense of security.
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