CSEN7038: Research Methods 
Introduction, Assessment, and Outline of Topics

The module offers guidance and instruction in most aspects of the process of research, from the consultation of printed and electronic resources in libraries or elsewhere to the presentation of a piece of scholarly work. In various ways the module incorporates skills training for research students as required by the research councils, including the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). Although this training as outlined by the research councils is primarily aimed at those registered for research degrees such as MPhil and PhD, it is also of direct benefit to MA students who are expected to conduct research and are required to write a dissertation as part of their assessed work. 
The module contains some instruction in techniques in the use of libraries, of works of reference, printed and electronic bibliographical and other resources, and of electronic databases, gateways, and searches, for the purpose of accessing information about chosen topics of research. It aims to render more effective and directed your consultation and use of these resources, and your use of libraries, and liaising with librarians and other library staff. It aims to instil in you more confidence in undertaking such activities. And it aims also to help build your understanding of the development of these resources in history and through scholarship. You will be able to develop a broad understanding of the historical development of the classification and organization of knowledge and of the relationship between disciplines in academia and in library classification. You will also be given advice on becoming more aware of developments within your field and related, cognate areas of scholarship. 
In specific relation to the annotated bibliography project, which you will undertake as the major part of the assessed work for this module, you will be encouraged to reflect on and justify the use of relevant methodologies and research methods and techniques. In this way you will be required to put into practice ways you have learned of becoming more aware of developments within your field and in related areas, and of relevant theoretical and methodological issues. The module aims also to encourage the development of your skills of research project management and information management for research, which includes the ability to acquire, collate, retain, and retrieve information through the effective use of appropriate resources and techniques.
The module also contains information about the production and transmission of texts. By thus building your understanding of the condition of the literary text and what we call textual history, you will be better able to appreciate editorial problems, and better equipped to make judgements about the roles and decisions of editors, in making accessible to a wider readership, scholarly editions of literary texts. You will also be encouraged to think about historical and linguistic issues in literary research. Such issues as these may influence your ways of assessing literary evidence. 
Some direction on academic writing, the use of style sheets and manuals, and the methods of preparing, presenting, and publishing fully documented and referenced scholarly work will also be provided. And the module aims to build understanding of research and the ways in which it is defined, and of the institutional, evaluative, and financial contexts, at the national and international level, in which research is currently undertaken.

1. The Consultation of Resources and Works of Reference
In Unit One of the module, which is comprised of two parts (a and b), students will be given opportunity to develop the skills necessary to identify, access, and intelligently use for research and study various kinds of archive and library, as well as a range of works of reference and bibliographical and other resources, including catalogues, hand-lists, source-lists, concordances, variorum editions, dictionaries, encyclopedias, companions, guides, subject and author indexes, and appropriate forms of information technology and electronic learning resources, such as online bibliographic databases and full-text e-journal articles and e-books. In this context students will study the development of the classification or organization of knowledge, including library classification, and its implications for research, and, related to this, the development of the encyclopedia. The consultation of works of reference, including bibliographical resources, leads to consideration of ways of collating and storing information that make its effective retrieval a part of research.
1.a. Bibliographical Resources
1.b. Classification, Encyclopaedias, and Libraries

2. Bibliographical Research and Documentation
The second unit of the module, which similarly comprises of two parts, is concerned with bibliographical research and documentation. Students will examine the variety of kinds of enumerative bibliography, thereby building on knowledge developed in the first unit on kinds of bibliographical resource that exist. They will also explore bibliography historically as a division of English studies and its development as a discipline with various branches - analytical, critical, descriptive, textual, and historical. The second of this pair of units will be devoted specifically to instruction and guidance on the annotated bibliography project, the major part of the assessment for this module. In this context students will develop ways to evaluate critically and judiciously the relevance and usefulness of printed and electronic resources for the purposes of this project and, in future, the MA dissertation. In planning research projects it is necessary to appraise problems arising from the location and accessibility of relevant research materials and guidance will be given in the formulation of research proposals and the management of such projects.
2.a. The Discipline of Bibliography
2.b. The Annotated Bibliography Project and Research Management
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