Bitola for The Tourist: Issues and Opportunities:
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Bitola is a town located in the south-western corner of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia % &
(FYOM) and is situated twelve kilometres from the FYOM/Greek border and seventy kilometres § Nk
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from the town of Ohrid. Bitola is the second largest city in Macedonia and is seen as a centre of ‘ S
Macedonian culture. Bitola actively seeks tourists with its many claims to fame such as Bitola: “The A e b oo o YIETCTRCE
city of the first camera in the Balkans, the city of consuls, the city of pianos, the cultural centre in " ¢ v "I"-| o
Macedonia." (Nikola V. Dimitrov, 'Bitola Destination for Cultural Tourism- 7000 Years of History (From Gurgur Through Heraclea Bitola)', Journal of Process ' ' ‘ _ ) C Rl 'l Ry . NemnG vy
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makes up about 2% of FYROM'’s GDP. (ivanka Nestoroska, ‘ituation and per- Bitola’s charm seems to have enticed many as the south-west region of Macedonia has the greatest num- Fluctuations in Tourism:
spectives on Sustainable Tourism Development in the Republic of Macedonia', University of Rijeka, ber of tourists with this region Mma klng up 49.2% of tourism in Macedonia. (Ivanka Nestoroska, 'Situation and Perspectives : )
The analysis [of] the period [between]
Faculty of Tourism & Hospitality Management, , (2011)) on Sustainable Tourism Development in the Republic of Macedonia', University of Rijeka, Faculty of Tourism & Hospitality Management, , (2011), pp 256). It 1990-2009 (Statistical Yearbook of R.

is easy to see why Bitola is such a draw for tourism for the area surrounding the town of Bitola containsa  Macedonia, 2010) indicates a

[continuous tourist flow] decrease ex-

wealth of cultural sites and history which stretches back thousands of years. With the earliest sites dating : .
pressed by [a] decline of tourist arrivals

as far back as the Neolithic pe riod (Nikola V. Dimitrov, 'Bitola Destination for Cultural Tourism- 7000 Years of History (From Gurgur Through and tourist nights with low changeability

In terms of the cultural sites themselves, these issues in- Heraclea Bitola)', Journal of Process Management - New Technologies International , Vol. 3. No. 1, (2015), p. 45-50.) Up until the twentieth cen- without causing any changes. In the pe-
) ) " . . . ) ) ) riod of analysis, the turnover in 2009 is

clude: tury wherein Bitola has been dubbed “The most avant-garde tourist destination in cultural tourism in the et dlesrersed for 39.7% earrparsd o
Balkans” (Nikola V. Dimitrov, 'Bitola Destination for Cultural Tourism- 7000 Years of History (From Gurgur Through Heraclea Bitola)', Journal of Process 1990. This 20 years tendency is mostly
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Management - New Technologies International , Vol. 3. No. 1, (2015), p. 45-50.) Not only does Bitola contain many examples of as a result of the recent situation in Mac

edonia and the region, which is charac-

- There is a lack or loss of archaeological data compiled on Ottoman and Orthodox Christian architecture from the 19th century onwards (Bernard Lory, ‘The Vizier's Dream: it it et et rpslftell el 69
the sites during their excavation, with much of the infor- “Seeing St. Dimitar” in Ottoman Bitola', History and Anthropology, Vol. 20.No. 3, (2009), pp. 309-316.), but it also has grown to contain -economic changes. This situation indi-
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mation on the sites being either lost or inaccessible. (an mikulcik much of the ruins of Heraclea Lyncestis, which was an ancient settlement that is thought to have been cates g CeeTeaniiig Teneer ey T OTESn A48
’ well as domestic tourist flow which is
Heraclea Lyncestis: Ancient City in Macedonia (Skopje, 2007) constructed in the 3rd century BC and which lasted until the 7th century AD. (ian Mikulcik, Heraclea Lyncestis: Ancient  more expressed compared to foreign.
City in Macedonia (Skopje, 2007). Apart from political situation and insta-
bility, [another] reason for domestic
This ancient archaeological site, along with the towns many other historical landmarks and museums tourist flow decrease is [the] current
makes Bitola a prime spot for tourists. economic crisis [which] reflects [the]
payment abilities of population. But in
-There has been a habit of reconstruction of some of the an- References: the last three years positive changes
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JIETEHOA / LEGEND:

1. NOPTUK HA CYOHWUUA
PORTICO OF THE COURTROOM

2. YIIUUA CO OABOAEH CUCTEM
STREET WITH SEWER SYSTEM

3. BAHbA
THE THERMA

4. MAJIA BA3UITUKA
THE SMALL BASILICA

5. FONIEMA BA3WUITUKA
THE GREAT BASILICA

6. EMACKOINCKA PE3UOEHLUJA
THE EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE

7. TPAOCKA YELUMA
THE CITY FOUNTAIN

8. TEATAP
THE THEATRE




