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Abstract (1)
This report will show the improvements and creation of a database created for the company CyclesToShare. This company is currently based just out of Swansea and is looking to expand its business further around Wales. The problem in hand was that they were seeking to upgrade their current IT Services and looking at implementing a distributed database model and replacing it with their current system.
Finally, this report will look at the decisions that were made by the personnel creating the database and why they had chosen the solutions that were created. The advantages and disadvantages of a Distributed Database have also been shown.

Performance Tuning (2)
Indexing columns are important when creating large databases or when you must access data on a regular basis, Indexes help the performance of the database by creating an index to a certain part of data it which allows the database to quickly find the data when using a SELECT function. [2]
The problem with indexes is that when the data they are connected to needs to be modified or updated this data then needs to update all the indexes associated with that data. If you have a lot of indexes in the database, then this can be slower than just selecting the piece of data without having an index connected, therefore you should only have indexes for very important parts of data that need to be accessed on a very regular basis. [2]	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Very good
Personnel creating the database thought of 3 areas that they could create indexes within the database that allowed the data to be collected quickly, these areas were:
FK_Rental_AccountNo was chosen for two reasons, it's it is a large table with a lot of columns this makes it ideal as small tables shouldn't should not really be used for indexing as you could be wasting power collecting data that might not be important. The Accounts table, on the other hand, is very important to both the customer and company as this table will store most of the personal data of the customer itself.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: 
Avoid using contractions (shortened form of a word combination using the apostrophe (') e.g. don't, isn't)!

Reference(s):http://grammar.about.com/od/words/a/EnglishContractions.htm	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but the main reason would be that queries based on bike rentals would be quite common as this is the main business of the company and the accountno will be frequently used with a JOIN to retrieve the related account information for the rental.
FK_RentalBike_Rental was the second index to be chosen as this data was a Foreign Key to another Table and it allowed the personnel to access the Rental table information within a short amount of time when a customer is choosing what kind of rental, they would like to buy from CyclesToShare. This type of data would be used often when a customer is booking a rental.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: ???
The last and final Index that was chosen to be used FK_AccountSubscription_AccountNo this allowed them to access the relevant Account details when updating/looking at the current Account Subscription, The personnel felt that when renting a bike the account subscription would have to be checked to make sure they have an active account and payment to be able to rent a bike from CyclesToShare.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Your indexes are relevant but I would have liked to see a range of index types and not just those based on foreign keys. Some DBMSs will automatically index FKs for you.


Distributed Database Solution (3)
A Distributed Database Management System (DDBMS) is a database that is not at a central location, its spread across a network with their own local databases for either a certain department or data storage, itsit is more familiar towards a big company where they can have multiple local databases running on their own server across the globe that receives and push data to make a global table of data. [1]	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: 
Take care with similar sounding words/phrases.

The correct word/phrase is "it's"  (contraction for it is/it has) and not "its" (belonging to/relating to).

Reference(s):http://www.grammarbook.com/homonyms/confusing-words-letter-b.asp
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/words/commonly-confused-words
https://copywriterscrucible.wordpress.com/2009/09/01/41-commonly-misused-english-words/
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-raise-reader/top-20-most-commonly-confused-homophones
The advantages and disadvantages of a DDBMS is listed below: [3]
Advantages (3.1)
· Expandable
· Transparency levels of data
· Store data depending on the department
· Cheaper
· Redundancy
Disadvantages (3.2)
· Complex (Full view of the database)
· Difficult to maintain
· Data integrity loss
· Hard to find experienced people to manage/create the database 
The distributed database design that was considered by the personnel creating the new database had to look at each table and how they could integrate the current database into a distributed database. We will look at the most common way of splitting data in a distributed database design.
Fragmentation is where you would split data into smaller pieces of data called fragments, these fragments are then split into different locations around the business network in their own unique and local database and can be collected and gathered together with other fragments of the same table, Once all tables have been collected they are then put through a union function or combined via the same Primary Key being used that would take all the individual tables and combine them into one single table allowing all data from the network to be seen and filtered through.



No Fragmentation (3.3)
The first type of fragmentation is “No Fragmentation”, this type of fragmentation actually isn’t a fragmentation type it’s more of a way of saying that the data never gets split up into local databases, it instead gets a copy of its self and then gets pasted into every local database as these tables have either small amounts of data or data that is not used on a regular basis/updated. [1]
Example:
CityCode and StationCode can only have a certain number of columns depending on how many Cities and Stations there are around the World, of course, this data would be manually added as the company expanded across the United Kingdom. These tables would be good for this type of fragmentation because there will not be a lot of data added on a regular basis and because these tables are small then it would be better to create a copy of them over the network and placed in every database.
Tables For No Fragmentation:
· CityCode
· StationCode
· TariffID	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Very good

Horizontal Fragmentation (3.4)
Horizontal Fragmentation is a way of splitting data into tuples/rows these rows can then be split via certain attributes in the column an example of this would be a gender attribute in a column that can only be male or female, You would be able to have a horizontal fragmentation on the table and split them up via male and female values. [1]	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Male and female values???
Examples:
Account Table can be fragmented horizontally via CityCode allowing the tables to be split depending on what current City the business is currently running in.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Very good, but based on the region the city is located in to fulfil the requirement to distribute the data on a regional basis.
You have correctly demonstrated how the fragments can be reconstructed but also specify how they follow the other two rules to fully demonstrate the correctness of your solution.
A1: 	CityCode = “CC00000AA” (Account);
A2: 	 CityCode = “CC00000AB” (Account);
A3: 	 CityCode = “CC00000AC” (Account);
A4:       CityCode = “CC00000AD” (Account);
Reconstruction: A1  A2  A3  A4
The second table that can be horizontally fragmented is the Bike table as this can be split via the StationCode as there would only be a certain amount of Station Codes that the business is assigned this allows the data to be split easily.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Again good, but note that this will also be based on the city code of the station to fulfil the regional distribution requirement.
B1: 	StationCode = “ST00000AA” (Bike);
B2: 	 StationCode = “ST00000AB” (Bike);
B3: 	 StationCode = “ST00000AC” (Bike);
B4:       StationCode = “ST00000AD” (Bike);
Reconstruction: B1  B2  B3  B4

Vertical Fragmentation (3.5)
Vertical Fragmentation is a way of splitting fragments of data up vertically with a Primary or Foreign Key allowing important data for example personal data to be put into a completely different local database to all the less important data like prices of certain bikes or hourly prices for certain subscriptions. [1]
This type of fragmentation can be very useful for security within the business as information is split apart. This type of fragmentation can also be very useful for splitting data into certain parts of a company an example of this would be splitting all customers purchases and bike rentals into the Finance part of the company. [1]
Examples:
The AccountSubscription table can be split vertically as we can split the AccountNo with the Primary Key and split the rest of the information and store in a completely different database. 	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Specify why you are creating vertical fragments in Subscription, Rental, and RentalBike tables, which in this case is to fulfil the requirement of processing payments at the main head office. Doing this will help you to identify the correct columns to select as your vertical fragmentation solution is not quite correct for the Subscription and Rental tables and in fact vertical fragmentation is not needed on the Rental table. The solution for the RentalBike table, however, is fine.

What about derived/mixed fragmentation strategy? For example, consider applying horizontal fragmentation to the Rental table in a similar way as you did for the tables above i.e. based on CityCode and then use derived fragmentation to ensure that the vertical RentalBike fragments (i.e. the one not at the head office) location is fragmented to ensure that the related child records are at the same location as the parent Rental records.

S1:	  SubscriptionID, StartDate, EndDate, SubscriptionType, TarriffID, Status (AccountSubscription)
      	S2:	 SubscriptionID, AccountNo (AccountSubscription)
	Reconstruction: S1 ⋈ S2
The Rental table can be split up so that the AccountNo is stored somewhere else on the system and the rest of the details are sent to the store that the customer will be picking the bike from, this allows the store to know who will be picking up the bike.
R1:	  RentalNo, BikeCode, BookingDateTime, PickupStation, LockCode (Rental)
      	R2:	 RentalNo, AccountNo (Rental)
	Reconstruction: R1 ⋈ R2
RentalBike can be split into both a transaction and store information for the bike’s details. This could possibly useful for the finance team who could take the customer charges while the store would know when the bike had to be returned.
RB1:	  RentalNo, BikeCode, PickupDateTime, ReturnDateTime,  ReturnStation, Comments (RentalBike)
      	RB2:	 RentalNo, HireCharge, LostLockCharge, DamagesCharge (RentalBike)
	Reconstruction: RB1 ⋈ RB2
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                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	[bookmark: assessmentComponent]Common Assessment Criteria Applied  (Assignment 1)
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackRIL]Good evidence of appropriate reference sources consulted. For additional improvements, expand the range of reference sources consulted. (Grade mark: 50.00%)
	[bookmark: totalRIL]5
	[bookmark: markRIL]2.5

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackKUS]A very good range of queries to create sample data for the database has been provided with additional, appropriate queries to test the constraints added to the tables. A fair attempt at the transaction with some sample data to test it, but unfortunately your logic is not quite correct. The table you need to check is the RentalBike table as this is the table that stores the bikes taken out on each rental. As such, your transaction does not work. Your indexes have been correctly implemented, but I would have liked to see a range of index types and not just those based on index foreign keys. (Grade mark: 75.00%)
	[bookmark: totalKUS]20
	[bookmark: markKUS]15

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackANA]The case study has been fairly, well analysed. Good and appropriate secondary indexes have been chosen, and you have given some good reasons for your choices but see your report for additional comments. As already mentioned above, I would have liked to have seen at least one other type of index instead of just FKs. The distributed design strategy for no fragmentation and the horizontal fragmentation discussed for Bike and Account and the vertical fragmentation of RentalBike is very good and appropriate - see your report for additional minor comments. The vertical fragmentation for Rental and Subscription, however, is not  correct. (Grade mark: 66.67%)
	[bookmark: totalANA]30
	[bookmark: markANA]20

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackPAD]An excellent attempt. There are, however, a few things to note. Consider using the standard SQL data type decimal instead of Money for your currency attributes. Also a minor note - some cards have a CVC number with 4 characters. RegionalStation in the station table is just a field to indicate if this is the region's main station office and would probably work best as a BIT field. I am also not sure why you have included BikeCode in the Rental table. (Grade mark: 80.00%)
	[bookmark: totalPAD]40
	[bookmark: markPAD]32

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackSPP]The report is of a good standard. (Grade mark: 60.00%)
	[bookmark: totalSPP]5
	[bookmark: markSPP]3

	
	
	



	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	[bookmark: totalMark]72.5%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	[bookmark: fourWeeksLate]
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	[bookmark: firstAttempt]
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