


The criminal justice system in England and Wales, which is mostly made up of the Magistrates', Crown Courts, and Youth Courts, is especially important for keeping society and the rule of law in order (Judiciary ,2023). The Magistrates' Court, where general citizens can take part, and the Crown Court, where civil people cannot, are two important parts of this system. This article talks about the role of judges and how nonprofessionals are used in the judges' Court. It also talks about how cost-effective this system is, how quickly cases are heard, and how it is different from the Crown Court. 
The English justice system is a large body of law that includes both civil and criminal justice. These two types of law deal with various kinds of disagreements and crimes. In England, the civil law system deals with legal issues between people, groups, or other entities. Civil justice covers a wide range of situations in which people, businesses, or other groups are trying to settle disagreements or make sure their rights are protected. The court's authority covers a wide range of things, from small or easy claims, like broken goods or debt collection, to large claims between multinational companies. In contrast to civil law, which is mostly about personal disagreements and liabilities, criminal law is about actions harmful to society. The authorities go after these crimes because they look out for the best interests of all its people. Once guilt is proven, the justice system tries to give punishments ranging from fines and community service to prison time (Ashworth et al., 2013). The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) is in charge of bringing charges against people who have done something wrong. The prosecutor must show beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty (The Crown Prosecution Service ,2018) 
In this analysis, we shall undertake a comprehensive examination of the criminal justice system. In the UK (United Kingdom), the criminal justice system is made up of a hierarchy of courts, each with its own powers and duties. The first step is the Magistrates' Court, which deals with less dangerous crimes. The Crown Court handles the most important crime cases and has trials with a judge and a jury. The Court of review hears appeals from both the Magistrates' Court and the Crown Court. The UK Supreme Court is the last court of review (Judiciary 2023). This system of levels makes sure that crime cases are handled in a fair and organized way. 
The Magistrates' Courts, which are located all over England and Wales, handle most crime cases and a wide range of civil cases. Most criminal court cases start in a magistrates' court, and about 95% of them are finished there (Judiciary, 2023). These courts are the best example of justice at the local level. They make sure that the rule of law stays close to the people it serves. Lay judges, who are not professionals and do not get paid, are an important part of this bottom-up approach. Not only does their participation save money, but it also speeds up the process of hearing cases. A bench of two or three magistrates will usually oversee a case, so that decisions can be made as a group. Even though lay judges have not gone to law school, they are not left to figure out the law on their own. They are led and advised by a clerk who knows the law and makes sure that legal rules and procedures are followed correctly.  





Magistrates' Courts are set up to handle cases quickly, making them an effective way to get justice. Since lay judges usually live in the area where they work, they can be called on with a short amount of warning, making sure that hearings can be set up and resumed quickly.  
Like any institution, the Magistrates' Courts may constantly be improved. Over the years, several recommendations for improving Magistrates' Courts have been made. The lack of variety among magistrates is a common criticism of Magistrates' Courts. Many are elderly, retired people with backgrounds in the workforce. Active recruiting efforts that target younger people, members of underrepresented ethnic groups, and persons from various socioeconomic backgrounds are required to solve this issue and guarantee that the bench reflects the community it serves (Donoghue, 2014). Magistrates' courts have only been able to give a maximum of six months in jail for a single crime in the past. Some people who want to change things think that raising this cap would let these courts handle more important cases, making the Crown Courts less busy. (House of Commons Justice Committee, 2016) This increase could be made better by giving judges more training so that they are ready to use this new sentencing power. Some ideas for change include giving Magistrates' Courts the power to handle more types of cases. This could mean giving the court more power over some legal or family issues. (Transforming Our Justice System, 2016) A change of this kind could help people get their problems solved faster and for less money. Reform ideas have included putting more focus on legal training, with a focus on knowing the law, court processes, and guidelines for sentencing. (Transforming Our Justice System, 2016) This training would give judges the skills and information they need to do their jobs well and properly. 
Next in order is The Crown Court. In the UK it is handling the most important criminal cases, including those sent there from the Magistrates' Courts. As with other big criminal courts around the world, the Crown Court uses lay people as juries. This is something that makes the court special. The jury is made up of people from the public. It gives the public a chance to be involved in the justice system, checks the power of the government, and makes sure choices are based on social norms and principles (Thomas, 2010). The Judge's Act of 1974 is the main law that says how judges in the Crown Court are put together and how they do their jobs. The main thing that the Juries Act of 1974 says is who can serve on a jury. People who have lived in the UK, the Channel Islands, or the Isle of Man for at least five years since they turned 13 and are between the ages of 18 and 70 are qualified. To serve on a committee, they must also be listed as either a parliamentary voter or a local government voter. This rule makes sure that juries come from many dissimilar parts of society and have a wide range of backgrounds and points of view (Juries Act 1974). But not every person who meets the requirements can serve on a jury. The Act spells out what makes someone ineligible. For example, people who have been in jail for a certain amount of time or in a mental hospital for a certain amount of time are usually free from serving. Also, people who work in the justice system in certain ways, like judges, barristers, lawyers, police officers, and others who are actively involved in the administration of justice, are not allowed to serve on juries. This is done so that the jury stays fair and there are no conflicts of interest (Juries Act 1974). 



Even though the use of lay people in Crown Courts has some good points, it has also been criticized. Concerns have been made about the ability of lay juries to understand complex evidence, especially in cases involving complicated financial deals or scientific proof. Also, the random selection process can lead to jurors that do not reflect society. This can happen when people are disqualified, excused, or do not show up for jury duty (Sanders et al., 2010). 
It is clear from thinking about England and Wales’s criminal courts that, like other venerable institutions, they must change to meet the demands of the modern world. Despite its historical significance and countless accomplishments, the Magistrates' and Crown Courts are not exempt from the demands of change. The ongoing need for reflection and change is highlighted by ongoing worries about productivity, access to justice, and the inclusion of laypeople (Thomas, 2017). Such changes would guarantee these courts stay responsive to the changing needs of justice in the modern period and increase public confidence in the judicial system.
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