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The task is to critically evaluate the article provided and give a description of the paper alongside its topics and findings.  To engage with literature and provide references.  Evaluate the content, is it relevant, suitable and appropriate? I am then to provide feedback to the writer and describe what was done well and what would I do differently and why?
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In this article, Dr Fred Sherratt MCIOB, associate director of research at the Construction Safety Research Alliance (CSRA), emphasises the importance of measuring health and safety in construction. I will be reviewing the facts and information provided within the article to form an opinion on the credibility of the article. In this article Dr Fred Sherratt questions 
“Have we been measuring safety all wrong?”
Dr Fred Sherratt
[bookmark: _Toc155903597]Description of the Article

The article begins with the question asked by Dr Fred Sherratt, 
“Have we been measuring safety all wrong?”
The question raises concerns for employees' site safety due to the fact that the safety could have been measured incorrectly.  Dr Fred Sherratt then moves on to discuss the incident frequency rates as a noticeable benchmark allowing the comparison of firms on a basic numerical basis that is easily readable and understandable on site and with in the boardroom.
Dr Fred Sherratt continues to discuss the importance of companies and clients around the world measuring health and safety in the same way.  Sherrett, F describes the different information provided by different countries for frequency rates of incidents are presented differently but can measure the count of injuries over worker hours to produce a rate of incidents.  Sherratt, says “The mathematics operate in the same way.  What varies are the definitions of qualifying injury and the scalar factor applied.”
Dr Fred Sherratt then moves on to discuss about factual information from 17 years of data, using 3.2 trillion working hours. The CSRA conducted both parametric and non-parametric statistical analyses of total Recordable Incident Rate (TRIR), concentrating on the basic mathematics underlying frequency rates.  Dr Fred Sherratt’s article identifies key findings including the 
“short-term fluctuations in incident rates are mostly random and do not necessarily mirror the changes in safety”.
Dr Fred Sherratt 
The requirement to include a large number of working hours to get valid data and the lack of association between Accident Frequency Rate (AFR) and TRIR in recognising fatalities.  The information she collected was gathered from the CSRA and TRIR.  The information provided by Dr Fred Sherratt shows that it is highly misleading to report incidence rates to decimal places as it implies a mathematical certainty that is implausible in the face of such arbitrary variance. 
Currently, in the United Kingdom, accident frequency rates are calculated using ARF as follows.
Number of injuries (per year) x 1,000,000 divided by Number of worker hours (per year)
In the US, the Total Recordable Incident Rate (TRIR) for a specific period is calculated as:
Number of recordable incidents x 200,000 divided by Number of worker hours.
To conclude, the article identifies the requirement to seek alternative methods of recording incidents. There is currently no differentiation between the severity of injuries. For example, a cut finger is recorded in the same way as a broken bone. Prof Matt Hallowell executive director of CSRA believed that the CSRA needs to challenge the accepted belief of how construction measures safety.
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This article is written by Dr Fred Sherratt who is an Associate Director of Research at The Construction Safety Research Alliance. Sherratt has over 10 years’ experience in working on construction sites for a large Main contractor in the UK. 
In addition to commercial experience, Sherratt has a wealth of experience as an academic working at Universities across the UK. The article references various other reputable sources such as Professor Matt Hallowell, Executive Director of CSRA. 
Sherratt has drawn on her experiences to write a thought-provoking article on the validity of current methods of measuring injuries. The article raises further questions on how to measure the severity of injuries in the construction industry so that they are a fair representation of the current situation within the UK or worldwide.   
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I believe that the article is fairly well structured. Having limited information on the subject in question, I found the article interesting and has provided a good base knowledge of the potential injuries and effects on current reporting methods used that can be misleading. 

The content flowed well with relevant references to include appropriate data and various examples of methods used in other countries. 

Although the article provided various examples of measuring methods used, the article stated that by using either the AFR or TRIR method, the result would be the same. I think that using a factual example including facts and figures of both calculation methods would have been useful to see that the various methods used produce the same result. 

The article does initiate further consideration around the possibility of flawed reports and highlights the fact that because something has been done for a long time and is recognised across the industry, it does not mean that it is fit for purpose and relevant to the current working environment. 
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Upon addressing the original question asked, “Have we been measuring safety all wrong?” I believe that we have been measuring injuries inaccurately. 

I strongly believe that there should be a differentiation between the severity of injuries and a different process for recording these correctly to accurately reflect the position within the industry.  

The safety of the workforce is to remain paramount to a successful construction industry within the UK and Worldwide. 
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