Armies and Navies

LLecture 3: OfBronze and. lron




Mycenaean Arms & Armour

he Mycenaeans Used SWerds and Spears
ds Ofiensive; Weapons:

They: wore armour, initially off [eather and
theni of bronze.

hey had shields, beth round and eval.




The Dark Ages (c1000-800)

DPuring the Dark Ages there was influence
On Weapons andtarmoeur firomithe Near
Eastias well as the Mycenaean past.

Tihe; evolution’ off weaponry. in: this period
Was, Instrumental in the evolutions off the

noeplite panoply.




The Hoplite, Arms and Armour

Tihe emergence off the hoplite; is ar matter
off debate and’ part off the debate; regards
the evolution of the, heplite' panoply.

Certainly, there wasiconsideranie
evoelution in' thefearly: archaic perod,
particularly inrelation te armour:.

IHewever, evelution anal develution;in the
neplite; panoply: Was) al constant fieature; of
Warfiare In the archaic and: classical
PEFr0dS.




Armour: The cuirass (1)

The main protection
of the hoplite was the
CUIrass; or breastplate.

In: the early stages ofi
the evolution of the
noplite panoeply, the

CUIrass Was made
entirely off bronze.

ihe bronze cuirass
Was made:ofi tWo
plates (one for'the

front and one for the
pack).




Armour: The cuirass (2)

From the 6th century.
OAWArds, the cuirass
evolved to a linen and
metal construction.

TIhiS change was
probably: due te the

soldier’s desire: for
greater mobility in
pattie.

The new: type of
clirass Was
comprised of several
layers of linen with
bronze scales.




Armour: The Greaves

Greaves were, the
maini protection of the
lowertleg andiwere
made of bronze.
Originally: they
covered! only. the; calf
and Were later
extended to cover the
knee as well.

The greaves were not
fastened on the leg
but fitted.




Armour: The Helmet

Tihere are several typesioff helmet tsed In
the, Greek worldin the archalc and
classical periods.

IHelmets werermade off Sheets off metal
fiveted together.

A common; characteristic of helmets Was
the crest.




IHelmet types:

Corinthian 7. Chalcidian
VYRE A Type

Illyrian
Type




Arms: The Hoplon (1)

Tihe hoplen was the shield.

Tihe heplon gave its name te: the hoplite,
since it was the hoplite's most
characteristic pIece off equipment.

The hoplen shield wasi made off Ieather or
Woeod and usually fiaced with bronze.




Arms: The Hoplon (2)

Tihe heplen was about
30cm In diameter.

It was held by
Inserting the leftiarm
threugh a central
pand (porpax), and
dripping a cord: or
straps ati the rim
(antiiabe).




Arms: The Hoplon (3)

Tihere isfevidence; firom: the; classical period

that
ihe
Ihe

Hoplite shields
pest known s t

1ad deyvices on them.
ne Spartan llambdal

Ieplon Was, bet

Ofiensive Weapon,

1 a defensive and an




Arms: The Spear (1)

ihe spear'was the main Weapon! of the
neplite in the arehalc and classicall periods.

ihere are twoi types of Spears Knewn in
the Greek world:

Iihe throwing spear (akention)
he pike




Arms: The Spear (2)

Inthe archaic period, It IS
COMMON! in ICONOGiaphIc
iEpPresentations) for
noeplites to hold two
SPEears as they march Into
pattie;

Prebably: one of them was
used for throwing andl the
other'for thrusting.
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Arms: The Spear (3)

Tihe spear was the
main offensive
Weapon: off the
noplite.

It Was about 2m Iong
with ami eaken shaft

and' an ikon: or bronze
head.




Arms: The sword

ihe sword was the hoplite’s secondary
WEapon.

It wasi ai shoert, straight-edged blade.

It was useftl only in: close guarters.




Weak spots

Tihe main weak spoets of the hoplite was his neck
and groin.

Tihus, most injuries would be; to those; areas.

Injuries in both areas because; of the arteries
there were fatal o near-ratal.

The vulnerability: of the neck area made the
Spear a better offensive weapon thani the sword.




Weather and Armour

Tihe main fighting season| fox the hoplites was

duringl the later spring, early:andilate summer
and early: autumn.

In the Mediterranean during those; times) off the

year, temperatures are usually: between 20rand
401 degrees Celsius.

Tihe armoured hoepliter was well-protected during
pattle but vulnerable te heat-stroke.




Mobility

Iihe mobility: ofi the
neplite Was compromised
Py the weight off armoulr:
and Weapens.

ihis is the main; reason
WhY: the brenze-plate

cUlrass Wasi abandoned in
the 6thr century.

This isf also) the main
ieason why! the hoplon
Was abandened quickiy:in
Case of al rout.

Seme; Saian meuntaineer
Struts today withrmy,
shiela.

I threw; it dewn by a bush
and ran

When the fighting got
NOL.

LLife seemed semehow
MOre precious.

It was a beautifiul shield.
I'knew: where I cani buy
ahother

Exactly like it, just as
round. Archilochos E6




Ease of movement

fhe armour
also limited
movement.

and Weapons el the heplite
the available spectrum of

[FOr example, the Increased weight of the

dreaves at t
meant that
more difficu

1€ lower end! of the;legs
eaping OVer an ebhstacle was

L.




Preparation

IHoplites) needed te; prepare: befere battle
andttrain.

IOt enly: for the tactical aspect: of battle
(Staying in line, etc) butialse for walking
around withrsuchrweight en them: and
helding the hoplon steady for a 1ong
PEriod off time.




Questions?




Follow-upr Reading

Anderson, J.K. “Hoplite weapons and
offensive arms: in Hamnson, V. D. (ed.)

rHoplites, pp. 15-37 [Available firom
NetlLibrary]




