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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Shuqiao Zhang

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☐	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☒


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
Wales Institute of Science & Art 

	4
	Campus:
	
Swansea Campus

	5
	E-mail address:
	
2324275@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	
+44 07432548835

	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2324275

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Art & Design

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Anthropomorphic Animal Imagery in AI-Generated Videos: Artistic Exploration of Cultural Imagery, Social Cognition, and Future Application Forecasts"

	2
	Proposed start date:
	01/2025
	Proposed end date:
	01/2027

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

This study aims to comprehensively explore the core issues surrounding AI-generated videos, focusing on their technological innovation, social value, and commercial potential, with the goal of providing theoretical support and practical guidance for future development. The specific research objectives include the following:

Defining Roles: Clearly define the role of AI in artistic creation.
Analyzing Innovation: Examine how AI-generated video technology drives innovation in artistic forms and promotes diverse content expression, as well as how it influences audience social cognition and emotional experiences.
Practical Applications: Predict the evolution and future trends of the technology in related fields.
Optimization Proposals: Propose specific strategies to address the issue of emotional distance in the transmission and reception of AI-generated content.





(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question


1.	What is the role of AI in artistic creation: a collaborator or a creator?
2.	How do AI-generated videos drive technological innovation and artistic expression in contemporary art?
3.	How do AI-generated anthropomorphic animal characters influence audience social cognition and emotional responses?
4.	What is the current state of application of AI-generated anthropomorphic animal characters in brand advertising, animated films, and virtual idols? What are the potential future trends?
5.	How can the issue of perceived emotional distance between AI-generated works and audiences be addressed?


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
This study aims to systematically explore the multifaceted issues surrounding AI-generated video technology to gain a comprehensive understanding of its technological innovation, societal significance, and commercial value.

First, clarifying the role of AI in artistic creation serves as the starting point of this research. Determining whether AI functions as a collaborator or an independent creator will help define the relationship between technology and humans in the creative process, providing a theoretical framework for its application.

Second, the study will examine the breakthroughs of AI-generated video technology in artistic forms and content, analyzing how it drives diverse artistic expression and supports the exploration of emerging creative models.

Additionally, the unique role of anthropomorphic animal characters in visual communication and their impact on audience social cognition and emotional responses serve as a key entry point for understanding the societal significance of this technology.

At the same time, this research will summarize the current state of commercial applications of AI-generated videos in advertising, animation, and virtual idols, while predicting potential future development paths to uncover the commercial value of technological transformation.

Finally, by investigating how to address the emotional disconnect between AI-generated content and audiences, the study will propose concrete strategies to optimize the social adaptability of the technology, laying a foundation for its broader application.

The overarching goal is to provide theoretical support and practical guidance for the implementation of AI-generated video technology across artistic, societal, and commercial domains.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

This study has several specific objectives. First, it aims to define the role of AI in artistic creation by analyzing its practical functions and exploring its potential value and limitations as a tool, collaborator, or creator. Second, it investigates how AI-generated video technology drives innovation in artistic forms and expands content diversity, highlighting the new possibilities it offers for artistic practices and providing theoretical support for creative diversity.

Third, the study examines the expressive potential of anthropomorphic animal characters in visual communication, focusing on how symbolic representation influences audience social cognition and emotional experiences. This analysis seeks to uncover the mechanisms and pathways through which AI-generated content establishes emotional connections with audiences.

Fourth, it reviews the commercialization pathways of AI-generated videos in fields such as advertising, animated films, and virtual idols, analyzing existing models while predicting future trends in technological development.

Finally, the research addresses the issue of emotional distance in AI-generated content by proposing specific strategies to enhance emotional transmission and audience acceptance, thereby improving the social adaptability and cultural value of the technology.

By systematically addressing these objectives, this study not only provides theoretical support for the integration of AI-generated video technology into artistic and commercial domains but also offers critical insights for its future societal applications.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	

In this study, a variety of methods will be employed to comprehensively collect and analyze the data required to complete the project. These methods encompass both qualitative and quantitative research techniques, ensuring a thorough exploration of the technological innovation, societal significance, and commercial value of AI-generated videos.

1. Literature Analysis
Literature analysis will serve as the foundational method for constructing the theoretical framework and supporting empirical research. The researcher will retrieve academic literature related to AI-generated videos, anthropomorphic imagery, film production, social psychology, and semiotics. Data sources will include peer-reviewed journals, books, conference papers, and industry reports. This method will help identify key concepts, theoretical perspectives, and research gaps within the field.

2. Case Studies
Case studies will focus on analyzing 3–5 representative AI-generated anthropomorphic videos. These cases will include examples from commercial advertisements, animated films, and virtual idols, with an emphasis on examining their creation processes, visual characteristics, and narrative impact. The analysis will incorporate visual analysis techniques such as semiotic analysis and narrative structure interpretation to uncover the unique features and potential influences of AI-generated content in communication.

3. In-Depth Interviews
The study will conduct in-depth interviews with five professionals from the fields of film and art related to AI video creation. Participants will include independent creators, artists, and film industry experts, ensuring diverse perspectives. The interviews will follow a semi-structured format, focusing on the role of AI in creation, the realization of creative concepts, and technical challenges. The interviews will be audio-recorded and transcribed for subsequent analysis.

4. Audience Survey
An audience survey will be conducted using questionnaires to collect quantitative data from 100 respondents. The survey will focus on the impact of AI-generated anthropomorphic videos on their social cognition and emotional responses. The questionnaire will include both open-ended and closed-ended questions, exploring emotional reactions, emotional resonance, and social attitudes toward the video content.

5. Focus Group Discussions
The study will organize 3–5 focus group discussions, each comprising 5–8 participants, to explore audience interpretations and emotional experiences of AI-generated anthropomorphic videos. These guided discussions will encourage participants to share subjective impressions and viewpoints after viewing the videos. The sessions will be recorded and transcribed for qualitative analysis.

6. Semiotics and Emotional Design Analysis
To analyze the emotional design of AI-generated videos, the study will employ semiotic analysis to interpret cultural metaphors and emotional expressions within the videos. Additionally, it will evaluate how features and design elements of animal imagery enhance emotional connections with audiences.

By integrating these methods, this study will comprehensively collect the data required to address its research objectives. All proposed techniques will adhere to ethical guidelines. If additional methods are deemed necessary, they will be implemented following ethical approval.






(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
China Beijing, UK Swansea


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
Permissions and Legal Compliance
In conducting research on AI-generated videos and anthropomorphic animal imagery in Beijing, adherence to the following Chinese laws and ethical guidelines is required:

1. AI-Related Laws
Cybersecurity Law of the People's Republic of China (2017): Ensure that the AI technologies and algorithms used in the research do not infringe on user privacy or violate data protection regulations. Participant data must remain anonymous, and informed consent must be obtained.
Interim Measures for the Management of Generative AI Services (2023): Comply with regulations for generative AI content, ensuring it aligns with legal standards, avoids false or illegal information, and steers clear of politically sensitive topics.
2. Animal Protection and Rights
Wildlife Protection Law (2018 Revision) and Animal Epidemic Prevention Law (2021 Revision): While the research focuses on anthropomorphic animal imagery rather than real animals, the design must avoid misrepresenting or misleading societal views on animal protection and rights.
Content should not depict or imply any mistreatment of animals to prevent negative social impacts.
While animals do not possess "portrait rights," their images may be protected under other legal frameworks:
Trademark Infringement: Using animal imagery registered as trademarks by brands or organizations may constitute a violation.
Copyright Law: Artistic depictions of animals may be protected as part of copyrighted works.
3. Commercial Imagery
Unauthorized use of well-known animals (e.g., celebrity animals or popular pets) that hold commercial value may infringe on the rights of their owners or managers.
For animals with clear owners (e.g., pets or zoo animals), unauthorized use of their images may violate the owner's legal rights.
4. Film and Art Creation Laws
Copyright Law of the People's Republic of China (2021 Revision): Ensure research content, including AI-generated videos, does not infringe on existing copyrights, particularly when utilizing pre-existing imagery, backgrounds, or symbols.
Film Industry Promotion Law (2017): If the research involves film production, ensure that generated content complies with China’s film review standards, avoiding inappropriate content such as pornography or excessive violence.
5. Cultural Sensitivity
Traditional Chinese culture assigns symbolic meanings to certain animals (e.g., dragons, tigers). The research must ensure that anthropomorphic animal imagery aligns with cultural contexts to avoid misunderstandings or offense.
Respect cultural awareness and avoid using animal imagery associated with religious, political, or sensitive historical backgrounds.
6. Social Sensitivity
Beijing’s cultural diversity necessitates care in avoiding misleading public perceptions or social controversies arising from AI-generated content.
Avoid anthropomorphic imagery that could be deemed discriminatory, offensive, or misleading.
Permissions and Other Requirements
7. Informed Consent
All participants must sign informed consent forms, clearly outlining the research content, objectives, and data usage.
For focus group discussions and surveys, ensure participant anonymity to prevent legal or social risks associated with expressing opinions.
8. Multidisciplinary Review Mechanism
Form a review committee comprising AI experts, legal advisors, and cultural researchers to ensure the research design and outcomes comply with relevant laws and sociocultural norms.
Engage in pre-communication with Beijing’s Cultural and Tourism Bureau or relevant film and television authorities to ensure research content adheres to local cultural standards and legal requirements.
9. Data Collection Approvals
Data collection activities must be registered with the Beijing Cyberspace Administration Office, ensuring compliance with China’s Data Security Law (2021).
For video uploads or dissemination, approval must be obtained from the National Radio and Television Administration to avoid violations of China’s internet content management regulations.
10. Cross-Border Cooperation Approvals
If international partners are involved in data sharing or research dissemination, secure relevant data export approvals and comply with China’s cross-border data flow regulations.
By adhering to these principles and taking proactive measures, I will ensure that my research respects local ethical standards and cultural contexts while aligning with international ethical frameworks.


Relevant Laws on Artificial Intelligence and Data
1. Cybersecurity Law of the People’s Republic of China (2017)
Chapter IV: Network Information Security
Key Provisions: Addresses personal information protection and data security obligations.
2. Data Security Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021)
Chapter III: Obligations for Data Security Protection
Key Provisions: Emphasizes security management in data processing activities.
3. Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021)
Chapter VI: Legal Liability
Key Provisions: Regulates the legitimacy and transparency of personal information collection and use.
4. Interim Measures for the Management of Generative AI Services (2023)
Article 3: Basic Requirements for Generative AI Technology
Key Provisions: Generated content must adhere to public order and moral standards as well as relevant legal requirements.
Relevant Laws on Animal Protection and Rights
5. Wildlife Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2018 Revision)
Chapter III: Wildlife Protection
Key Provisions: Outlines basic obligations for animal protection and public awareness, prohibiting misleading or offensive use of protected wildlife imagery.
6. Animal Epidemic Prevention Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021 Revision)
Chapter II: Management of Animal and Animal Product Epidemic Prevention
Key Provisions: Focuses on animal health and ecological protection.
Relevant Laws on Film and Artistic Creation
7. Copyright Law of the People’s Republic of China (2021 Revision)
Chapter II: Copyright
Key Provisions: Protects the copyright of original video works and prevents infringement.
8. Advertising Law of the People’s Republic of China (2018 Revision)
Chapter III: Advertising Content Regulations
Key Provisions: Sets content compliance requirements for brand advertisements.
9. Film Industry Promotion Law of the People’s Republic of China (2017)
Chapter IV: Film Content Creation and Dissemination
Key Provisions: Requires compliance with content review standards for films to ensure lawful dissemination.
10. Administrative Measures for Internet Information Services (2000, Revised 2011)
Article 15: Internet Content Management
Key Provisions: Regulates the behavior of publishing video content online.
11. Regulations on the Administration of Radio and Television (1997, Revised 2018)
Chapter III: Program Production and Broadcast
Key Provisions: Governs the compliance and supervision of video content.
Other Relevant Laws
12. Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China (2021)
Article 1037: Personal Information Protection
Key Provisions: Focuses on protecting the privacy and lawful use of participant data.
13. Consumer Rights Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2013 Revision)
Chapter IV: Consumer Rights Protection
Key Provisions: Ensures protection of consumer rights if the research involves market promotion.
14. Regulations on the Administration of Social Organizations (1998, Revised 2016)
Chapter V: Management of Activities by Social Organizations
Key Provisions: Governs compliance if cooperating with local academic or social organizations.
15. Environmental Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (2015 Revision)
Chapter III: Protection of Public Environmental Rights
Key Provisions: Prevents the dissemination of anthropomorphic animal imagery that could mislead ecological conservation efforts.
Application of Relevant Provisions
16. Data Protection and Privacy
Participant data collection must obtain explicit informed consent in compliance with the Cybersecurity Law and Personal Information Protection Law.
Data sharing must adhere to cross-border data flow regulations under the Data Security Law.
17. Content Compliance
AI-generated videos must meet the content legality and ethical standards outlined in the Advertising Law, Film Industry Promotion Law, and Administrative Measures for Internet Information Services.
Anthropomorphic animal imagery must not violate the Wildlife Protection Law.
18. Cultural Sensitivity
Research content must align with the Regulations on the Administration of Radio and Television regarding the dissemination of cultural symbols to avoid controversies.

By adhering to these laws and ensuring compliance at every stage, the research will meet both legal and ethical standards, safeguarding its validity and societal acceptance.




(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☐

	
	
	YES
	☒

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☒
	☐

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☒
	☐

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☐

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:

AI creation platform, photography website pictures, social networking website


(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☒
	☐

	
	Details of any other participant groups:

Animals are not wild,
household pets

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	Expected Number of Participants

1. Audience Survey:
Target: 100 participants for the questionnaire survey.
Profile: General audience members representing diverse age groups, genders, educational backgrounds, and professions.

2. Focus Group Discussions:

Plan: Organize 3–5 focus group sessions.
Group Size: Each group will consist of 5–8 participants, totaling approximately 15–40 participants.
Profile: Participants with diverse cultural backgrounds and strong sensitivity to visual arts.
3. In-Depth Interviews:
Target: Conduct in-depth interviews with 5 professionals.
Profile: Independent creators, artists, and technical developers in the film industry, offering varied perspectives.

Total: 120–145 participants, including audience members, focus group participants, and industry experts. This sample size ensures multidimensional data support while maintaining manageability in data collection.


(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Recruitment Plan and Selection Criteria
1. Audience Survey
· Recruitment Methods:
Publish recruitment announcements through institutions in Beijing, such as universities, art centers, and film enthusiast clubs.
· Utilize online platforms like Wenjuanxing (Questionnaire Star) and WeChat public accounts to expand the recruitment reach.
Selection Criteria:
· Age: 18 years or older.
· Interest in or basic experience with film appreciation or anthropomorphic imagery.
2. Focus Group Discussions
Recruitment Methods:
· Directly contact relevant professionals and art enthusiasts through Beijing art schools, advertising agencies, and media organizations.
· Promote the research activity via social media platforms.
Selection Criteria:
· Participants should have some understanding of film content or anthropomorphic imagery.Must be willing to provide detailed feedback during discussions.
3. In-Depth Interviews
Recruitment Methods:
· Approach professional organizations in Beijing, such as the Beijing Film Academy, creative advertising agencies, and animal actor management companies.
· Use existing industry networks to directly invite creators and technical experts who meet the research needs.
Selection Criteria:
· A minimum of 2 years of relevant work experience.
Demonstrated experience in using AI-generated content in their creative or technical work.

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	


(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☒

	
	
	No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
· Emotional Distress: Discussing personal experiences or sensitive topics related to cultural identity and artistic expression may cause emotional discomfort for participants.

· Privacy Concerns: Sharing personal information or details about artistic creation processes could raise confidentiality issues.

· Cultural Misunderstandings: Differences in cultural backgrounds between researchers and participants may lead to misunderstandings or discomfort.

· Time Commitment: Participating in interviews and observational studies could be time-consuming, especially for professionals in the film industry.

· Unintentional Disclosure: During open discussions, participants may inadvertently reveal more information than they intended to share.
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
· Informed Consent: Prior to the start of the study, participants will be fully informed about the potential sensitive topics that may arise. Participation will be entirely voluntary, with their consent obtained in writing.

· Question Design: Avoid directly asking questions that could provoke emotional discomfort. Instead, use open-ended questions that allow participants to decide the depth of their responses based on their own comfort level.

· Psychological Support: Provide participants with contact information for psychological counseling hotlines or support services, ensuring they have access to help if needed.

· Right to Withdraw: Regularly remind participants that they are free to withdraw from the study at any time or decline to answer specific questions without providing a reason.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	
· Informed Consent: During data collection, no illegal activities or actions harmful to participants will be involved. Participants will be clearly informed of this and their consent will be obtained.

· Support Resources: Since recruitment activities will take place in mainland China, appropriate support resources will be provided if sensitive topics unexpectedly arise. These include contact information for emotional support hotlines or psychological counseling services (listed below).

· Confidentiality and Anonymity: Confidentiality and anonymity protocols will be strictly enforced throughout the research process to ensure participants feel comfortable and secure. Any sensitive information disclosed will be anonymized or excluded unless legally required to be reported.

· Researcher Discretion and Ethics: Professional discretion and sensitivity will be applied to address any participant discomfort. If necessary, interviews or data collection will be paused or terminated to prioritize participant well-being.

Relevant Support Services:
China Medical Emergency Hotline: 120
Public Security Emergency Hotline: 110

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

1. Personal Health and Safety
Physical Injury: Conducting on-site research or interviews in Beijing at participants’ workplaces or public locations may increase the risk of accidents (e.g., traffic incidents, or exposure to health risks such as infectious diseases). Additionally, prolonged use of computer screens for generating AI content may lead to spinal or eye strain.

Emotional Distress: Discussions around sensitive topics such as cultural preservation or personal struggles in creative work may cause emotional tension.

2. Risk of Being Accused of Harm or Misconduct
Due to the personal and cultural aspects of this research, misunderstandings or misinterpretations by participants may lead to accusations of harm or inappropriate behavior, especially when discussing sensitive AI topics.

3. Conflict of Interest
Engaging with specific cultural groups or communities may create potential conflicts of interest, particularly if prior connections with these groups exist.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:

1. Site Safety Assessment
Action: Evaluate the safety of the environment before selecting a location for research or interviews. Prioritize secure and reliable venues to minimize risks.
2. Health Protection
Action: During pandemic situations, ensure the use of masks and maintain social distancing. Participate in on-site activities only when in good health. Regularly monitor health status and follow public health guidelines.
3. Time Management
Action: Schedule research and analysis tasks effectively to avoid overexertion. Incorporate regular breaks to reduce fatigue and maintain productivity.



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

Fabrication: Falsifying results or other outputs (e.g., AI-generated visual works) and presenting them as authentic.

Falsification: Manipulating the research process, unjustifiably altering, or omitting data to misrepresent findings.

Plagiarism: Unauthorized use of materials or ideas from others without proper attribution.

Failure to Meet Ethical, Legal, and Professional Obligations: This includes:

Failing to disclose conflicts of interest.
Misrepresentation of benefits.
Violating confidentiality agreements.
Lack of informed consent.
Misuse of personal data.
Mistreatment of research subjects or materials.
Improper Handling of Misconduct Allegations: Includes failure to address allegations, attempts to conceal misconduct, retaliation against whistleblowers, or other potential violations.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:
Will comply with strict data protection protocols

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:
1. Accidental Pollutant Leaks
Risks:
Improper disposal of electronic devices (e.g., cameras, laptops) or consumables (e.g., paper, printer ink) may lead to pollutant leaks.
Experimental AI-generation equipment or technology may produce electronic waste or require high energy consumption, indirectly contributing to environmental pollution.
2. Local Ecosystem Disruption
Risks:
Frequent entry into natural environments for observation or filming may disturb local ecosystems.
Anthropomorphic animal imagery may inadvertently lead to public misconceptions about animal protection, potentially influencing ecological ethics.
Training and generating AI models often require significant computational resources, increasing energy consumption and carbon emissions.
3. Cultural and Social Ecological Risks
Risks:
The dissemination of anthropomorphic animal imagery could mislead the public's understanding of natural ecosystems. For instance, animals may be overly romanticized or given unrealistic characteristics, detracting from real-world conservation efforts.
Research involving sensitive ecological topics (e.g., endangered species) could spark public controversy or debate.
4. Site and Transportation Pollution
Risks:
Transportation arrangements for researchers and participants may increase carbon emissions, especially in a densely populated city like Beijing.
The use of research venues (e.g., meeting rooms, studios) could result in short-term resource consumption and waste accumulation.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

1. Equipment Management: Ensure all electronic devices used are safe and reliable. Handle damaged equipment appropriately, such as through recycling programs.

2. Low-Consumption Materials: Minimize the use of disposable materials. Opt for digital records instead of paper-based documentation and avoid unnecessary printing to reduce paper waste.

3. Minimizing On-Site Disturbance: For on-site observations or filming, reduce interference with natural environments by limiting the number of personnel and avoiding noisy equipment.

4. Environmental Awareness Education: Use anthropomorphic animal imagery in the research to promote accurate information about animal protection and ecological ethics.

5. Site Permissions: Obtain necessary permits before entering nature reserves or ecologically sensitive areas and adhere to local environmental regulations.

6. Energy Efficiency: Minimize unnecessary device operation times in the research environment by turning off idle equipment.

7. Educational Content Integration: Incorporate real-world ecological protection content into research and dissemination to educate the public about related knowledge.

8. Low-Carbon Travel: Prioritize public transportation or carpooling to reduce carbon emissions associated with research activities.

9. Venue Management: Select environmentally friendly venues for research activities and ensure proper waste sorting and site cleanliness in line with environmental standards.

10. Blended Online and Offline Activities: Use virtual meetings and online interviews wherever possible to reduce unnecessary in-person activities.
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
Types of Feedback to Participants
Research Summary Report:
1. Content: Includes the key findings, conclusions, and their implications in social, cultural, and technological contexts.
2. Personalized Feedback:

3. If participants are interested in how their contributions or data were utilized, personalized information can be provided (e.g., how their discussion points were applied).
4. Publicly Released Research Outputs:
5. Participants will receive links to abstracts of published research papers, conference presentations, or publications (if they are publicly available).
6. Thank-You Letters:
7. Formal letters or emails will be sent to all participants, expressing gratitude for their involvement and contributions.

Feedback Delivery Methods
Email Communication:

Participants will receive emails containing research summaries and thank-you letters. Links to published outputs (e.g., journal articles or conference presentations) on open-access platforms will be included if applicable.
Access to Research Outputs:

Participants will be granted access to research materials, such as papers or presentation documents, through email or file-sharing platforms.

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	1. Informing Potential Participants Before Consent
To ensure participants fully understand the study's scope and associated risks, the research team will implement the following measures:
1.1 Providing an Informed Consent Information Sheet
· Contents include:
· Research Purpose and Background: For example, exploring the impact of AI-generated anthropomorphic animal imagery on social cognition and cultural expression.
· Research Process: Describe the activities participants will undertake (e.g., surveys, interviews, or focus group discussions).
· Participant Role: Clearly outline participant contributions (e.g., sharing personal perspectives or engaging in discussions).
· Data Collection and Usage: Explain how data will be collected, used, stored, and protected.
· Risks and Benefits: Highlight potential risks (e.g., emotional distress) and the potential benefits of the research.
· Privacy Protection Measures: Commit to anonymizing data and ensuring personal information security.
· Voluntary Participation: Emphasize that participation is entirely voluntary, and participants can withdraw at any stage without providing a reason.
· Data Policy: Participation is the participant's decision, and receiving the information sheet does not obligate them to join the study. Participants will be given time to review the information sheet before deciding whether to sign the consent form.
1.2 Verbal Explanation
· Details:
· Before distributing the consent forms, the research team will explain the study in plain language during an in-person or online meeting.
· Participants will be encouraged to ask questions and voice concerns to ensure they fully understand the research and their rights.
2. Ensuring Participants Provide Fully Informed Consent
2.1 Signing the Informed Consent Form
· Participants will be provided with paper or electronic consent forms to read and confirm understanding before signing.
· The consent form will include confirmation of the following:
· Participants have read and understood the research information.
· Participants are aware of how their data will be used and protected.
· Participation is voluntary, and they retain the right to withdraw at any time.
2.2 Electronic Consent Records
· For online participants, consent will be obtained through digital signature tools (e.g., survey platforms or PDF signatures) and stored as records.
· The date and method of consent will also be documented.
3. Compliance with Data Protection Regulations
· In accordance with the Personal Information Protection Law of the People's Republic of China (2021) and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) for international collaborations:
· Clearly define the legality and purpose of data collection.
· Ensure participants can withdraw their consent and request data deletion at any time.
· Process and use data only with informed consent.
· All consent forms (paper or electronic) will be securely stored, accessible only to authorized personnel.
4. Handling Cases Where Informed Consent Cannot Be Obtained
· In rare cases (e.g., observational studies in public spaces) where individual consent cannot be obtained:
· Ensure complete anonymization of observed subjects.
· Avoid collecting sensitive or personal information.
· Obtain prior approval from an ethics review committee for such exceptions.
5. Additional Arrangements
5.1 Withdrawal Mechanism
· Clearly inform participants that they can withdraw their consent at any time and specify the withdrawal process (e.g., via email or phone).
· Upon withdrawal, data will be destroyed immediately, and participants will be notified of confirmation.
5.2 Language and Cultural Adaptation
· Provide consent forms and related information in the participants’ primary language (e.g., Chinese).
· Consider cultural context by using respectful and culturally appropriate language.
By implementing these measures, the study will ensure that participants are fully informed, their rights are respected, and their privacy and safety are prioritized.



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	

To ensure participants’ identities cannot be linked to the research data, the following measures will be implemented:
1. Anonymization
· Participants will be assigned a unique code or identifier (e.g., “P1,” “P2,” etc.) to replace their real names or any identifying information during data collection.
· All research records (e.g., audio recordings, transcripts, and analysis files) will reference these codes, with no mention of participants’ names, contact details, or other identifiable information.
2. Data Separation
· Personal identification information (e.g., consent forms, contact details) will be stored separately from the research data to ensure segregation.
· Identity-related data will be kept in encrypted electronic folders accessible only to authorized research team members.
3. Anonymity in Publications and Reports
· Research outputs (e.g., reports, papers, presentations) will present participant data in an anonymous format (e.g., “Participant A” or “Participant 1”).
· When directly quoting participants, care will be taken to ensure no identifiable details are linked to their statements.
In rare instances where complete anonymity cannot be guaranteed, the following measures will be taken:
1. Informing Participants
· During the informed consent process, participants will be explicitly informed of the reasons anonymity cannot be fully ensured (e.g., if the participant is a prominent industry expert whose identity could enhance the research’s credibility).
· Written consent will be obtained from participants, confirming their acknowledgment of and agreement with the associated risks.
2. Limited Disclosure
· Limit the scope of exposure, ensuring only the research team or specific readers can access participant identities.
· Avoid disclosing detailed personal information and restrict it to relevant background context necessary for the research (e.g., “a film creator”).





(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☒
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	
1. Description of Collected Data
This study involves the collection of personal data as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (2016) and the Data Protection Act (DPA) (2018). The following types of data will be collected:
 Demographic Data (Directly Identifiable Information):
· Includes: Age, gender, occupation, educational background, and cultural background.
· Purpose: To understand participants’ social and cultural characteristics and analyze their reactions to AI-generated videos and anthropomorphic animal imagery.
Audio and Text Data (Indirectly Identifiable Information):
· Audio recordings: Participants’ spoken responses during interviews and focus group discussions.
· Text transcripts: Transcribed audio content with personal identifiers removed.
· Purpose: To record and analyze participants’ views and experiences, ensuring the integrity and authenticity of research data.
 Video Recordings (If Applicable):
· Content: May include participants’ facial features, body language, or expressions.
· Purpose: To capture non-verbal communication (e.g., facial expressions, gestures) during focus group discussions, supplementing qualitative analysis.
 Research Participation Information (Indirectly Identifiable Information):
· Content: Contributions by participants, such as specific viewpoints or feedback.
· Purpose: To summarize participants’ key contributions to the research findings.

2. Justification for Data Collection
To achieve the study’s objectives, the collection of these data types is essential for comprehensive analysis and understanding:
 Analyze the Impact of Diverse Backgrounds on Cognition and Emotion:
· Demographic data will help explore how participants’ social and cultural backgrounds influence their acceptance of and reactions to AI-generated videos and anthropomorphic animal imagery.
· For instance, educational background may shape participants’ perceptions of AI-generated content, while cultural background may affect their emotional associations with anthropomorphic animals.
 Gain Insight into Participants’ Views and Experiences:
· Audio and text data are vital for capturing nuanced participant opinions, enabling the research team to conduct qualitative analysis and derive key insights related to the study topic.
· These data form the foundation of the study’s phenomenological approach, which investigates participants’ lived experiences.
Capture Non-Verbal Cues (Applicable to Video Recordings Only):
· Video data will be used to analyze participants’ non-verbal expressions (e.g., facial expressions and body language) for a deeper understanding of their emotional responses to AI-generated content.
· For example, participants’ emotional reactions to anthropomorphic animal imagery may not be fully conveyed through verbal responses alone.
Ensure Data Authenticity and Completeness:
· Audio and video recordings will preserve the originality of the data, preventing loss or distortion due to manual transcription or recall bias.
Support Scientific and Societal Value:
· Comprehensive data collection and analysis will enable the study to uncover the cultural and societal impacts of AI-generated videos, providing theoretical support for technological improvement and social applications.

3. Legal and Ethical Basis for Data Collection
 Legal Compliance:
· In accordance with the Personal Information Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China and GDPR (if applicable), the data collection will be conducted based on legality and necessity, with clear definitions of data usage and explicit participant consent.
Ethical Considerations:
· Data will only be used for academic research purposes, not for commercial or non-academic purposes.
· Data collection and processing will strictly adhere to anonymization and confidentiality requirements to protect participants’ privacy.
All data collection, processing, and storage will comply with GDPR and DPA requirements to safeguard participants’ privacy and data security.
By collecting the above data, the research team aims to deeply explore participants’ social cognition and emotional responses, providing robust analysis for the artistic, cultural, and societal value of AI-generated videos. These data are critical for achieving the study’s objectives while ensuring legal and ethical compliance throughout the data collection and utilization process.


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☒

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	To ensure the security and confidentiality of the collected data, multiple precautionary measures have been implemented. My personal laptop, which is the sole device used for this research, is always in my possession and protected by a strong password. When not in use, it is locked in my room, ensuring that no unauthorized individuals can access the device.

For cloud storage, I utilize OneDrive, a service recommended by my university known for its robust security features. OneDrive ensures data protection by encrypting information during both storage and transmission, offering an additional layer of security to prevent unauthorized access.

Regarding anonymization and pseudonymization, particularly for interview data, once the transcription is complete, each participant is assigned a unique pseudonym instead of using their real names. This process safeguards participants' identities and maintains data confidentiality. Original identifying information is securely stored separately, ensuring that it cannot be traced back to participants without access to the pseudonymization key, which is also securely stored.

Upon completion of the research and all related analyses, any unnecessary identifying information (e.g., paper records, temporary files) will be securely destroyed. Retained research data will be used solely for academic purposes and will comply with relevant legal and ethical requirements.

By implementing these measures, my objective is to uphold the highest standards of data security and confidentiality throughout the research process.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☒
	☐

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☒
	☐

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☒
	☐

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☒
	☐

	20
	Data archiving?
	☒
	☐

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	
Data Transfer: Guidelines and Legal Basis
Data transfer in this research primarily refers to sharing research data among team members or transferring data from collection points to storage locations (e.g., cloud storage). The data includes transcription files, audio and video files, participant coding tables, and related materials.
Legal Basis
1. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, 2016/679):
· Legitimacy, Transparency, and Purpose Limitation (Article 5):
· Data transfer must comply with principles of legality, transparency, and purpose limitation.
· Security (Article 32):
· Measures must be taken to ensure secure transfer, preventing unauthorized access or data loss.
2. UK Data Protection Act (DPA, 2018):
· Technical and Organizational Safeguards:
· Appropriate safeguards must be implemented to secure data transfer within the UK or across borders, ensuring privacy and security.
3. China Personal Information Protection Law (PIPL, 2021):
· Necessity and Purpose Limitation (Article 6):
· Data transfer must follow the principle of minimum necessity, ensuring legitimate and lawful purposes.
· Cross-Border Data Transfer (Article 38):
· Security assessments or explicit participant consent are required for cross-border transfers.

Cross-Border Data Transfer: UK and China
If research data needs to be exported from China to the UK or vice versa, both jurisdictions' data protection laws must be satisfied. Cross-border data transfers may involve participant audio transcripts or analytical reports.
Legal Basis 
1. GDPR (Articles 44–50):
· Conditions for Transfer to Non-Adequacy Countries:
· Sign EU Standard Contractual Clauses (SCCs).
· Ensure the recipient implements appropriate data protection measures.
· Obtain explicit participant consent for the transfer.
2. China PIPL (Article 38):
· Conditions for Cross-Border Data Transfer:
· Complete a national cybersecurity review.
· Sign a data protection agreement with the recipient organization.
· Obtain explicit informed consent from participants.

Use of Contact Information
Personal addresses, postal codes, fax numbers, email addresses, or phone numbers may be collected to facilitate communication with participants for sending consent forms, providing feedback, or scheduling interviews. These details will not be used for research analysis but solely for research management purposes.
Legal Basis
1. GDPR (Article 6):
· Data processing must have a lawful basis, such as informed consent from participants or the necessity for research purposes.
2. Data Protection Act (2018):
· Specifies that data use must be limited to stated purposes, ensuring contact information is not misused.
3. China Personal Information Protection Law (Article 13):
· Requires explicit notification of the purpose of collecting personal information and obtaining informed consent.

Anonymization and Use of Participant Responses
Participant statements or cases may be referenced in the research report but will be anonymized to prevent identification. No direct identifying information will be published.
Legal Basis
1. GDPR (Article 5):
· Data processing must adhere to purpose limitation principles, avoiding usage beyond research goals.
2. Data Protection Act (2018):
· Data must be reviewed prior to publication to mitigate privacy risks.
3. China Personal Information Protection Law (Article 24):
· Prohibits disclosure of personal information without explicit consent.

Data Management System
A secure data management system will be used to store, organize, and analyze collected data.
Legal Basis
1. GDPR (Article 32):
· Requires the implementation of appropriate technical measures, such as encryption and access control, to safeguard data.
2. Data Protection Act (2018):
· Emphasizes the security of data management systems to prevent data loss or unauthorized access.
3. China Personal Information Protection Law (Article 51):
· Mandates regular risk assessments and monitoring of data storage facilities to ensure security.

Data Archiving
At the conclusion of the study, research data will be archived for potential follow-up studies or audits. Only anonymized versions of the data, which exclude identifiable participant information, will be retained.
Legal Basis
1. GDPR (Article 89):
· Allows data retention for scientific research purposes provided it is anonymized.
2. Data Protection Act (2018):
· Data archiving must adhere to time limitations, avoiding excessive retention.
3. China Personal Information Protection Law (Article 40):
· Imposes restrictions on long-term storage of personal information and mandates a clear data destruction timeline.






(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Myself: I will have full access to all raw and processed data for analysis and to complete the research project. I will be solely responsible for managing and safeguarding the data throughout the research process.

My Research Supervisor: My supervisor will have access to anonymized data or, in approved and necessary cases, full data to oversee, guide, and verify my research findings. While my supervisor and I may need to review data for academic supervision purposes, in practice, they will not have direct access to the raw data. I will be the only individual authorized to handle and manage all data, ensuring its security and confidentiality.


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself:

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Data Storage Arrangements
· Data Security Measures:
Digital data will be encrypted using encryption software and accessible only via university-provided credentials. To enhance protection for devices such as computers and external hard drives, multi-factor authentication (MFA) will be implemented. Regular backups will be conducted through the university's data management system to prevent data loss.

· Data Storage Location:
All data collected during this research will be securely stored in a password-protected cloud storage system within the university's Office 365/SharePoint platform. The data will not be shared with unauthorized individuals. Any physical copies of consent forms or manuscripts will be kept in a locked safe in my bedroom, with the password solely under my control. I will take full responsibility for the security of all related documents.

· Data Retention Period:
The data will be retained for the duration of my research. After this period, all data will be securely deleted. Physical documents will be shredded, and digital files will be permanently erased using secure deletion software.

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
If applicable to this project, data will be stored in the UWTSD research repository in accordance with the university's secure and long-term data archiving guidelines. Anonymized data that meets repository requirements and could benefit future research in the ICH field will be archived with the informed consent of participants. The repository ensures controlled access to data, safeguarding both data integrity and participant privacy. This storage approach will support the academic community by providing resources for future research, contingent upon adherence to the ethical approval obtained for this study.

(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	
	Date:
1.1.2025



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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